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To all whom Tt may conceriv

Be it known that I, WiLLiam B. McGoLp-
RICK, acitizen of the United States, residing
at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel-
phia and State of Pennsylvania, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvementsin
Lid-Lifters, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The invention relates to lid lifters.

The object is to produce a device, by which
lids, covers, and like articles, will be readily
engaged, and held, as in a clamp, and acci-
dental falling or disengagement, after thelid
has been lifted, rendered impossible; and
further, to employ a construetion, at once
simple, inexpensive and durable.

With these objects in view, the invention
consists in a lid or cover lifter having the im-
proved construction and combination of parts,
as hereinafter more fully described and
pointed out in the claim.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, forming partof this speci-
fieation, and wherein like letters indicate eor-
responding parts in both views, in which—

Figure 1,is a view in perspective, of an em-
bodiment of the invention, showing a shank,
split at one end to form lugs, and provided
with a handle at the opposite end, lid engag-
ing levers, pivoted between the lugs, in a
manner to lie one above the other, and hav-
ing their outer ends enlarged, the shorter
arm of the lower lever being eurved upward
and abutting against the short arm of the
upper lever, whereby the outer ends of the
long arms are brought together, as a elamp.
Fig. 2, is a view, in elevation, of the lifterap-
plied, parts thereof being broken away, to
illustrate more clearly. the arrangement. of
the levers, and the manner in which they
are pivoted between thelugs, tolie one above
the other, also the curvature of the short arm
of the lower lever and its action uponthe up-
per lever. .

In the drawings: A represents a shank,
having lugs a, formed by splitting one end
thereof, the opposite end being provided with
a handle ¢*

B and C, represent levers, between the
onter enlarged ends of which a lid, cover or
other article, is designed to be held. The
lever B, pivoted between, near the outer ends
of the lugs, and being the lower lever, is de-

signed to engage an opening on the under
side of the lid, cover, or other article, and is
provided with a short, curved arm b, for en-
gagement with the under side of the inner
short arm of the upper lever. This upper
lever C, is also piveted between the lugs of
the shank, its pivotal center being in the rear
of that of the lower lever, whereby the inner
ends of thelevers are retained in engagement.

In use, when it is desired to remove a lid
or cover, by lifting it, the outer end of the
lower lever is inserted in an opening or
socket, or is placed on the under side of the
article, and as the weight is brought to bear
upon the lower lever, a clamping action will
be exerted by the onterend of the upper lever,
engaging the opposite side of the article, by
reason of the upward pressure of the curved
arm against the inner end of the upper lever.
To release the article held between the jaws,
it is only necessary to relieve the lower lever
of the weight, as will be obvious.

Among the many advantages of this inven-
tion, may be mentioned the following: The
extreme simplicity of construction and ab-
sence of small or frail parts, by which the
cost of manufacture is reduced to a mini-
mum, the device rendered durable, and its
effectiveness in operation insured; further,
the novel arrangement of clamping levers, by
which the pressure exerted by the jaws, as a
clamp upon the article, is proportionate to
the weight of the article; and further, the
adjustment of the levers, whereby they au-
tomatically adapt themselves to the size of
the article held. _

Having fully deseribed tho invention, what
Iclaimasnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A 1id lifter comprising a shank, having its
end split to form lugs, and two levers, piv-
oted one above the other, between the lugs,
the lower lever being curved, whereby the
adjoining ends of the levers lie normally in
contaet, as specified.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in the presence of twosubsecribing wit-
nesses. :

WM. B. McGOLDRICK.
Witnesses:

GEORGE McCURDY,
W. H. PUMPHREY.
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