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UNITED STATES 

My invention relates to a device for carrying 
Small articles, such as books, catalogs, legal 
papers, and various other articles and relates 
particularly to a flat carrying case generally 
known as a brief case. . : The type of brief cases in general use today 
is not supported at its edges and with continued 
use the sides become distorted or twisted. Also, 
due to the lack of suitable supports afforded the 
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bag the stitching holding the segments together 
open upon continued use. - 
In the event reinforcing means are utilized at 

the corners of the brief case an extra row of 
stitching must be made and the ends of the case 
are not protected. With the present type of 
reinforcing means upon the wearing away of 
the leather retainer, the brief case must be dis 
Carded. . . . . . 

It is, therefore, an object of my invention to 
utilize a combination reinforcing frame and a 
protector for the edges of the brief case. 
Another object of my invention is to have the 

brief case stitching pass directly through the 
edge protector, to which the more rigid support 
ing frame is attached. 
A further object of my invention is to employ 

a frame which rigidly supports the brief case 
even when the leather covering for the rein 
forcement is completely worn. 
With the above objects in view my invention 

consists of a brief case having a reinforcement 
comprising an enveloping member enclosing a 
thin flexible section to which is more rigidly 
fastened a strengthening bar. A single row of 
stitching passes through one end of the envelop 
ing member, through the thin flexible metal and 
also through the ends of the leather brief case, 
Whereby the ends of the enveloping member, the 
ends of the brief case and One end of the flex 
ible section of metal are virtually in the same 
plane. 
Other objects of my invention are to provide 

an improved device of the character described, 
that is easily and economically produced, and 
which is sturdy in construction. 
With the above and related objects in view, my 

invention consists in the following details of con 
struction and combination of parts, as will be 
more fully understood from the following descrip 
tion, when read in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawing in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a brief case 
embodying the present invention; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary detail view 
of my frame structure; 
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Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view show: 
ing the manner of embedding the reinforcing 
frame structure; 

Figure 4 shows a modified reinforcing frane 
Structure; Y . : . . . . . 

Figure 5 shows the positioning of the reinforce 
ment at the Outer sides of the front piece; and 

Figure 6 is another modification of the rein. 
forcing frame structure, with the holes there. 
through for stitching. ' , 

Referring in greater detail to the drawing, in 
Fig. 1 I show a brief case, generally designated 
as Á, that includes a front wall portion 0 and a 
rear Wall portion 2 together with side, elements 
grgussets cooperatively defining a pocket between 
the rear and front wall portions. The rear-por 
tion 2 carries a flap. 14 at its upper end adapted 
to be folded over a portion of the face of the 
forward portion fo, and the flap is secured to the 
front Wall by a lock f6. An ordinary handle 8 
aid Straps 20 also may be used. Generally the 
Vertically extending and the bottom edges of the 
front and rear walls 0 and 2 of the case are 
connected by a series of gussets 22 and 23, the 
latter being connected to the ends of the front; 
and rear Wall portions, and a partition or com 
partment divider 24, of substantially the same size 
and located parallel to and adjacent the front 
Wall or front cover member 10, serves to divide 
the pocket of the case into a series of compart 
mentS. 
In the construction of the conventional brief 

case the guSSets are usually formed by appropri 
ately bending a single length of leather or equiva 
lent fabric, but in the event it is desired to rein 
force the Outer edges of the gussets, each gusset 
is formed of a Separate piece of leather. 
The means for reinforcing the edges of the 

brief case, which I prefer to utilize, comprises a 
Suitable rectangular frame section 26 of metal 
or fibre, of a certain degree of flexibility, having 
a more rigid frame Section 28, either Weided 
thereto or otherwise suitably attached. The edges 
of the frame strips 26, 28 are joined so that their 
inarginal edges are substantially in the same 
plane. Both Strips are encased by a thin sheet 
of leather or paper 30, to improve the appearance 
and, also, to prevent any undue sharp edges of 
the reinforcing means. 
AS best shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the enveloping 

Covering 39 together with its embedded reinforce 
ments 26 and 28, which I shall designate gener 
ally as the reinforcement B is disposed at the ver 
tical edges and the horizontal edges of the front 
and rear COver members of the brief case. 
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The reinforcement B has an outside bead 32 

disposed between the front section 0 and one 
end of the gusset 22, with the bead 32 projecting 
in the same plane as the outer extremities of the 
gusset 22 and the front wall 0. The reinforce 
ment B may be pasted in position and additionally 
secured by a row of stitches 34. 
A reinforcement is also provided at one of the 

edges of each of the gussets 22 and 23, and an edge 
of the partition member 24 is positioned between 
the reinforcement B and the edge of the gusset 
23. The row of stitches 34 passes through one of 
the edges of each of the gussets 22 and 23, and 
through the edge of the reinforcement as well 
as through the partition. The bead 32 of the re 
inforcement B projects in substantially the same 
plane as the outer edges of the gussets and so 
offers an effective buffer to any impact. Thus, in 
a preferred embodiment of my invention, the 
front wall has a resilient frame firmly enclosed at 
its edges and concealed by the leather enclosed 
piece, this frame resisting distorting strains and 
so tending to retain the front portion of the brief 
case in proper shape at all times. The reinforce 
ment frames on the rear wall also aid to prevent 
distortion of the brief case. 
The transverse edges of the flap 4 may be rein 

forced as at 36, with a reinforcing member com 
prised only of a resilient member such as 26. 
As a modification I may use a fibre or metal 

resilient member 26A, as illustrated in Fig. 4, hav 
ing a groove 38 therein so that a bar 28A will 
form a rectangular bar with the resilient member. 
A machine (not shown) punches a series of holes 
40 through the resilient member 26A prior to the 
passing of the Stitching thread therethrough. 

in Fig. 6 I show a strengthening and edge pro 
tector comprised of a single strip having holes 

40A therein, this being another modification of 
my reinforcing member. 
A brief case manufactured as above described, 

is sturdy, rugged, and durable in use. It is less 
apt to become distorted and the edges of the brief 
Case are less subject to injury by impact with 
other articles. 

Obviously, in Some instances I may reinforce 
the front and rear sections of the case, or I may 
reinforce only the front and rear Sections of the 
fiap without 1einforcing the gussets, or vice versa. 
Although this invention has been described in 

considerable detail, such description is intended 
as illustrative rather than limiting as the inven 
tion may be variously embodied, and the scope 
of the invention is to be determined as claimed. 
I claim:- 
1. In a brief case having a front Wall and a 

rear Wall; one or more gussets adjacent the edges 
of each of Said Walls; means for reinforcing the 
brief case located between each wall and the next 
adjacent guSSet in Wardly from the edges of each 
Wall and the guSSet, said means comprising a thin 
flexible metal sheet, a rigid metal bar attached 
to Said sheet; a covering for said sheet and said 
bar; and a single row of stitching passing through 
One of the Walls, the sheet and one edge of the 
guSSet. 

2. In a case comprising substantially parallel 
front and rear walls, means for reinforcing the 
case comprising a thin flexible sheet, a bar of 
greater rigidity than the flexible sheet connected 
to one side of Said sheet, and a covering envelop 
ing said sheet and bar, said flexible sheet posi 
tioned so that an edge thereof is in substantially 
the Same plane as the edge of said front and rear 
Walls and a row of Stitching passing through one 
of the walls and also the flexible sheet. 

WILLIAM FINKELSTEIN. 
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