wo 2009/013775 A2 |1 NI 0V 00 OO0 O

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization ‘f | [I

International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
29 January 2009 (29.01.2009)

) IO O T OO0 50O

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2009/013775 A2

(51) International Patent Classification:
A41B 13/10 (2006.01) A47G 21/16 (2006.01)

(21) International Application Number:

PCT/IT2008/000478

(22) International Filing Date: 16 July 2008 (16.07.2008)

(25) Filing Language: Italian

(26) Publication Language: English
(30) Priority Data:

PI12007 A000084 20 July 2007 (20.07.2007) IT

(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): PAN-
ZANI, Riccardo [IT/IT]; Via il Prato, 47, 1-50123 Firenze
(FD ID).

(71) Applicant and

(72) Inventor: PANZANI, Alessandro [IT/IT]; Via il Prato,
47, 1-50123 Firenze (FI) (IT).

(74) Agent: TURINI, Laura; Via Lamarmora, 55, [-50121
Firenze (FI) (IT).

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,

AQ, AT, AU, AZ,BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW,BY, BZ, CA,
CH, CN, CO,CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO, DZ, EC, EE,
EG, ES, F1, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN, HR, HU, ID,
1L, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP, KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK,
LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG, MK, MN, MW,
MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT,
RO, RS, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TJ,
T™, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM,
ZW.

(84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
FR, GB,GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV, MC, MT, NL,
NO, PL, PT, RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG,
CIL, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Declaration under Rule 4.17:
— asto the applicant’s entitlement to claim the priority of the
earlier application (Rule 4.17(iii))

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: PROTECTION DEVICE FROM STAINS WHILE EATING AT THE TABLE

Fig.5

(57) Abstract: The present invention refers to a new device to
protect the dresses of a person from accidental splashes of food
and\or dressing during a meal. The characterizing elements of the
same are substantially: - Atleast a protective surface (1) projecting
from the table upward and interposing between the person and the
plate; - Fitting means to place the protective surface respect to the
table, and where the fitting means comprise at least a portion of
the lower edge (8) of the same surface.



WO 2009/013775 A2 | NI DA 0T R0 00000 00O

Published:
—  without international search report and to be republished
upon receipt of that report



WO 2009/013775 PCT/IT2008/000478

10

15

20

25

30

PROTECTION DEVICE FROM STAINS WHILE EATING AT THE TABLE

Technical Field

The invention refers to the technical field
relative to services and accessories for the table and,
in particular, it refers to an innovative device that
protects the <clothing from eventual food and/or

dressing splashes during a meal.

State of the Art

While eating from a plate, using the flatware,
there 1is a frequent inconvenient of getting stained.
Indeed while bringing the food from the plate to the
mouth, could easily happen that small parts or drops of
it fall. As a consequence, it is very common to see
people forced to eat bent on their own plate to avoid
that the dressing drops fall on the clothing and stain
irreparably.

The problem 1is practically found with all the
dressed food, but in particular with foods as spaghetti
or other types of pasta which are not easy to grab in a
firm and stable way. Thus, it happens that the
spaghetti twisted around the fork can easily untwist,
splashing the dressing anywhere. It is sure, thus ,
that the problem is not less serious in the case of
general food that can anyway re-fall in the plate full
of dressing and stain in the same way the dress. It is
also know how the oil found on the leaves of the salad
splashes with such an easiness in the attempt of
grabbing the same leaves with the flatware or when the

same 1is mixed.
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Obviously the problem is particularly found not
only for adults but also in the case of children or
people that .are not self sufficient or that must be
helped in this operation. '

Generally, according to the prior art, the problem
is solved partially by using bibs or fabric napkins
leaned or tied on the chest or on the abdomen. However,
unwillingly, fellow diner uses a napkin or a bib around
the neck, retaining this last one not very elegant for
the circumstances. Especially in the case of dinners
or lunches  meetings, where the fellow diners are
dressed elegant, it is very difficult that these tie a
bib on the neck, preferring to take the risk of dirty
themselves, by simply placing the same on their knees
in a well hidden manner.

It is clear how in this way the risk of getting
stained and to ruin very expensive dresses 1is very
high, beyond, naturally, the embarrass of the
unpleasant situation. In this case, thus, the fellow
diner renounces to its favourite and full of delicious
sauce spaghetti meal choosing a meal that implies less
risks.

In the case, in the other hand, it 1is decided to
choose the not very elegant use of the napkin, its
efficiency is really very limited. Indeed , it 1is
usually worn or ‘leaned on the person whom, with his
movements, often moves it and place it in a not
efficient way for the function of protection.
Moreover, it can easily slide away with the user that

does not even realize it, the whole with high risks.

Disclosure of invention

It is therefore the aim of the present invention
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to give a protection device that resolves all the above
mentioned inconvenient.

In particular it is the aim of the present
invention to give a new device that allows an efficient
protection for the clothing during a meal without
having to force the user to wear uncomfortable and
embarrassing napkins or bibs.

These and other aims are obtained through the
present device to protect the dresses of a person
sitting at a table during a meal from accidental
splashes of food and/or dressings in general and

characterized by the fact that it comprises:

— At least a protective surface (1) projecting from
the table upward and interposed between the person and

the plate;

— Fitting means to place the protective surface
respect to the table, said fitting means comprising at
least a portion Qf the lower edge (8) of the protective
surface (1).

I this way the fellow diner can apply to the edge
of the table the protective surface, without being
forced to wear uncomfortable napkins. Thus, the surface
placed closed to the plate, will allow him also to eat
in a comfortable position, without necessarily having

to bend toward the plate to avoid the splashes.

Advantageously the fitting means (2, 8) comprise
in detail a channel (3), provided with a notch (4)
obtained on its back (13), in combination to the lower
edge (8) of the protective surface. The most

appropriate configuration of the channel is U, allowing
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this last one an easy coupling of the same to the edge
of the table in any position.

The notch allows then the insertion of the
protective surface from the side of the lower edge (8)
realizing this way the positioning interposed between
the person and the plate.

According to this solution it is therefore
sufficient to position the channel to the table, also
in a permanent way, and insert the papers from the side
of the edge 8. Thus it results extremely hygienic and
economic, each time, the use of new papers for each new
client.

Advantageously the notch (4) 1is passing through
the entire section of the channel from the back (13)
toward the front (14). In this way the passing notch
allows an adjustment of the height of the protective
surface (1) respect to the person sitting at the table.

This way people with different height can easily
adjust the desired height of the paper avoiding that
this one cover them in an insufficient or excessive
way.

Moreover the notch 1is bent to a predetermined
angle “alfa” allowing a positioning of the surface
consequently inclined. The inclination of the notch
helps also the fitting of the paper to the same
channel. Obviously, any kind of “alfa” inclination
could indifferently be chosen.

Advantageously the U channel is realized by
pressing in plastic material, as polyethylene,
polypropylene, and similar.

Moreover the protective surface 1is a napkin or a
paper realized in a rigid or semirigid material of

dinked type or similar.
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According to another constructive solution, the
fitting means (8, 402) comprise at least a both side
adhesive tape (401) placed close to the lower edge (8),
the protective upper layer (400) of said tape being
removable at the time of the positioning of the napkin
to allow the fitting to the edge of the table.

In this way, the paper results immediately
applicable to the table with a simple removal motion of
the layer or gaiter 400. Such solution it clearly
economic and fast in the application.

Alternatively the fitting means (8, 502) comprise
an adhesive strip (500) placed closed to the lower edge
(8) of the surface (1) and such as to allow a stacking
respectively one on the other of the above mentioned
papers. This way each napkin on top of the pile
results removable from the rest of the pile and it 1is
positioned to the table by means of the adhesive (500).

According to another possible configuration, the
fitting means (8, 202) comprise at least two notches
(260) obtained in correspondence to the lower edge (8),
said notches realising anchor tongues (270, 290)
folding from the side of the upper surface of the table
and/or from the side of the lateral edge to be placed
in adherence to it to hold the napkin.

Advantageously the notches are in two realizing
this way three tongues. 1In particular the central
tongue (290) folding in adherence to the table from the
side of its wupper surface while the two remaining
laterals (270) being folding from the opposite side
toward the edge of the table or vice-versa.

In an alternative version of this solution, the
lateral tongues (270) are doubly folding. In particular

it is executable a first folding backward respect to
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the central tongue (290) and lying on the upper surface
of the table, and a second folding in a way to make
respect to the first one a right angle around the
corner of the table.

According to this solution, it is possible to plan
to shape opportunely the paper in a way that it can lay
also on the user’s body.

At last a further solution comprises the fitting
means (8, 302) comprising a T element (370, 390). The T
element realizes a tongue (370) doubly folding to
adhere in part with the upper surface of the table and
in part to the edge of the table while the rear tongue
(390) can be placed in adherence entirely to the upper
surface of said table from the side opposite to the

tongue 370.

Brief description of drawings

Further features and advantages of this device,
according to the invention, will be clearer with the
description that of one of its pattern realization that
follows, made to illustrate but not 1limit, with
reference to the annexed drawings, in which:

— the figure 1 shows a device according to a first
configuration of the invention;

— the figure 2 and 3 show the plan view and the
lateral section of the device;

— The figure 4 shows a second solution with notches
and tongues;

— The figure 5 shows an application of the device
according to this solution;

— The figure 6 shows a variant of this second solution

and one of its application:;
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— The figure 7 shows a third constructive solution
with a T support;

— The figure 8 shows an application of this third
solution;

— The figure 9 shows an alternative fourth and a fifth
solution with adhesives;

— the figure 10 shows an application according to the

first preferred solution of the invention.

Description of some pattern realizations

The figure 1, shows the new protection device for
clothing according to the present invention. In
particular a protective surface 1, as for example a
paper or a rigid napkin in dinked cardboard or other
materials in general, constitutes the protection
element to be positioned on the edge of the table, in a
way to interpose between the plate and the user.

Obviously, both the material and the geometric
shape for the realization of the surface 1 can be of
many kinds, without having to move apart from the
present inventive concept. For this aim, only as an
example and not to restrict the present invention, the
paper 1 in figure 1 has been represented in a geometry
that is particularly ergonomic, making its use more
comfortable.

In particular have been prearranged shaped
cuttings 10 for the arms of the user and a shaped
cutting 11 for the positioning of the neck. However
different geometries can be easily obtained, between
which the easiest one of a rectangular paper.

For the aim to allow the fitting of the surface to

the table, are comprised fitting means (8, 2; 8, 202;
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8, 302; 8, 402; 8, 502). In all the preferred solutions
of the invention and hereinafter described, the above
mentioned means comprise at least the portion of the
lower edge 8 of the same protective surface. This, as
described later on, can alone or in combination to

other devices allow the above mentioned positioning.

In particular (look at figure 1), according to the
first preferred configuration of the invention, the
fitting means comprise in combination a <channel,
usually a U one, and the lower edge 8 of the paper 1.
The channel comprises a notch 4 that allows the
insertion of the paper from the side of the edge 8
while its special U conformation allows to couple it to
the edge of the table allowing its positioning in an
easy way.

Obviously any other shape of channel can be easily
used, without having to move apart from the present
inventive concept. Moreover, with the aim of helping
its fitting to the edges of the table there can be
comprised in its inside simple spacers 15.

Figure 2 shows in detail the A-A section of the U
channel and of the notch 4. In particular the notch is
realized slightly bended according to the positioning
angle indicated with ™“alfa”. In this way, the lower
edge 8 will be held better inside the same notch
because of the friction action applied Dby the
respective surface in contact, resulting this way very
firm. The figure shows also the eventual blocking
spacers.

The figure 3 shows an alternative solution, where
the notch is passing through the entire section of the

channel from the back 13 toward the front 14. In this
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way it 1s possible to adjust the height of the paper 1
( as indicated from the direction of the double arrow),
allowing this way to people with different height to
choose the positioning that suits them better.
Obviously the inclination indicated in the figures are
merely indicative and any other angle value could
easily be used, without having to move apart from the
present inventive concept.

The U channel could be obviously realized in any
material. In particular result to be particularly
suitable material the plastic materials, as for example
the polyethylene, polypropylene and similar. These,
moreover, are very suitable for the realizations of the
same by pressing.

A second preferred configuration (look at figure 4
and 5) comprises, on the other hand, simple notches 260
realized in correspondence of the lower edge 8 and able
to realize two lateral tongues 270 and a central tongue
290 folding in a way to couple the edge of the table.
In particular it is possible to have a solution where
the two lateral tongues 270 can be doubly folded
having, thus, a portion lying on the upper surface of
the table and a portion in adherence to the edge (look
figure 6).

A third preferred configuration comprises on the
other hand a T element 302 connected to the paper from
the side of the edge 8. The T element is folding around
the edge of the table with an edge 370 while the other
opposite edge 390 results lying on the surface of the
same table (look figure 7 and 8).

A forth preferred configuration of the invention
(look at figure 9) can comprise on the other hand the

fitting means comprising a simple both sides adhesive
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tape 401 placed closed to the lower edge 8. In this
way, by simply removing the protective layer 400, it is
possible to place the paper on the edge of the table.
Alternatively the adhesive strip 500 placed closed to
the lower edge 8 allows a stacking respectively of one
paper 1 on the other. In this way the simple drawing
operation of the napkin on top of the pile allows its
further positioning and usage.

It is hereinafter described the use of the present
invention.

According to the first preferred configuration of
the invention (look at figure 10), it 1is highlighted
how the U channel is coupled to the edge of the table
thanks to it configuration, while the paper 1 1is
inserted in the apposite site 4 realizing the
protection respect to the plate placed on the table. in
this manner any user is protected during a meal.

Figure 5 highlights on the other hand an
application using the tongues 270 and 290. In
particular it 1s clear how the folding of the tongue
270 on the lower surface of the table and the
corresponding folding of the two tongues 270 on the
lateral edge of the table allow to realize the
positioning. In this case, since the positioning is not
entirely stable, it will be necessary that the fellow
diner allow the paper 1 to lean on its chest. It is for
this reason, usually, that are used ergonomic paper
with cuttings for arms and neck as described in figure
1.

Figure 6 shows the alternative where the lateral
tongues 270 of the board are folded twice. A first time

backward respect to the central tongue 290 and lying on
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the upper surface of the table, and a second time in a
way to make with them a right angle with the corner.

Obviously, without moving apart from the present
inventive concept, any number of tongues can be easily
realized.

Figure 8 shows on the other hand an application to
the table where the fellow diner places the paper by
folding the T element 302 according to a double fold of
the tongue 370 that wraps the corner of the table and a
simple fold of the tongue 390 lying on the table. In
conclusion, the double folding of the tongue 370
happens in an entirely similar manner to the 270 one of
the preceding solution. Alternatively also the tongue
370 can lean entirely to the surface of the table
exactly like the tongue 390.

Moreover nothing would avoid, with the aim to
realize a better fitting of the napkin to the table, to
comprise the use of the adhesive in combination to the
tongue devices described above.

Obviously a simple positioning in correspondence
of the edge of the table is obtained by adopting both
the solution of the both sides adhesive tape 401 and
the adhesive 500. In the first case, for the fellow
diner, will be sufficient to remove the protection 400
and fit the paper to the edge of the table. According
to the other choice, it will be sufficient to remove
the paper from the pile and place it directly on the
edge of the table on the adhesive side 500.

It is at this point clear how all the aims of the
present inventing have been reached. It is particularly
clear how the present device is a wvalid system of
protection against the stain for the fellow diners.

Indeed, once it 1s positioned to the table by the
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fellow.diner, it will protect the same from unwanted
and accidental splashes of food. It is also clear how
different possibilities of fitting of the same allow a
wide choice of equivalent and economic solutions.
Moreover it is important to underline how the paper 1is
very suitable for commercial or other kinds of
drawings.

The above description of a specific shape is able
to show the invention from the conceptive point of
view, in a way that others, by using the art, can
modify and/or adapt in different applications this
specific shape without any further research and without
going apart from the inventive concept, and, therefore,
it is intended that these adaptations and
transformations will be considered as equivalent to
this specific realization. The means and materials to
make the many described functions can be of wvarious
nature without exiting the area of the invention. it is
intended that the expressions or the terminology used
have a simple descriptive aim and therefore not

limiting.
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CLATMS

1. Device to protect the dresses of a person sitting
at a table during a meal from accidental splashes of
food and/or dressings in general and characterized by

the fact of comprising:

- At least a protective surface (1) projecting from
the table upward and interposed between the person and

the plate;

— Fitting means to place the protective surface
respect to the table, said fitting means comprising at
least a portion of the lower =edge (8) of said

protective surface.

2. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
1, where said fitting means comprise in combination a
channel (3) and the lower edge (8) of the protective
surface, said channel being able to wrap the edge of
the table and being provided with a notch (4) obtained
on its back (13) and such for which said notch allows
the insertion of said protective surface from the side
of said lower edge (8) realising this way the
positioning interposed between said person and said

plate.

3. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
2, where said channel is a U one and contains in its
inside specific spacers (15) for the fitting to the

edge of the table.
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4. Device to protect the dresses, according to one or
more of the previous claims, where said notch (4) is
passing through the entire section of the channel from
the back (13) toward the front (14), said passing notch
allowing an adjustment of height of said protective

surface (1l)respect to the person sitting at the table.

5. Device to protect the dresses, according to one or
more of the previous claims, where said notch is bent
to a predetermined angle allowing a positioning of said

surface consequently bent.

6. Device to protect the dresses, according to one or
more of the claims from 2 to 5, where said U channel 1is
realized by pressing in plastic material, as

polyethylene, polypropylene, and similar.

7. Device to protect the dresses, according to one or
more of the previous claims, where said protective
surface 1s a napkin or paper realized in.a rigid or

semi~rigid material of dinked or similar type.

8. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
7, where said paper comprises two shaped cuttings (10)
for the arms of the user and a shaped cutting (11l) for

the positioning of the neck.

9. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
1, where said the fitting means (8, 402) comprise at
least a both side adhesive tape (401) placed close to
the lower edge (8), the protective upper layer (400) of

said tape being removable at the time of the
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positioning of the napkin to allow the fitting to the
edge of the table.

10. Device to protect.the dresses, according to claim
1, where said fitting means (8, 502) comprise an
adhesive tape (500) placed close to the lower edge of
the surface (1) and such to allow a stacking
respectively one on the other, each napkin on top of
said pile being removable from the rest of the pile for
the positioning by means of said adhesive on the edge

of the table.

11. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
1, where said fitting means (8, 202) comprise at least
two notches (260) obtained in correspondence to said
lower edge (8), said notches realising anchor tongues
(270, 290) folding from the side of the upper surface
of the table and/or from the side of the lateral edge

to be placed in adherence to it to hold said napkin.

12. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
11, where said notches in numbers are two realizing
this way a total of three tongues, the central tongue
(290) by folding in adherence to the table from the
side of 1its wupper surface while the two remaining
laterals (270) being fording from the side of the edge
of the table toward the opposite direction to -the

tongues (290) or vice-versa.

13. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
11 and 12, where said lateral tongues (270) are doubly
folding, a first folding backward respect to the

central tongue (290) and lied on the upper surface of
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the table, and a second folding in a way to make
respect to the first one a right angle around the

corner of the table

14. Device to protect the dresses, according to claim
1, where said fitting means (8, 302) comprise a T
element (370, 390), said T element comprising a tongue
(370) doubly folding to be placed in adherence in part
to the upper surface of the table and in part to the
edge of said table and the back tongue (390) being able
to be placed entirely in adherance to the upper surface
of said table from the opposite side of said tongue

(370) .

15. Device to protect the dresses, according to one or
more of claims from 11 to 1 where it is comprised the
use of adhesive or both sides adhesive tape in

combination to said tongues.
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