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This invention relates to electric light fixtures
and is especially useful in connection with elec-
tric light fixtures in which ﬂuorescent or other
lamp tubes are used.

The primary: object of the invention is to pro-
vide an electric light fixture of the type which is
provided with an elongated translucent shade or

cover with means to mount the ‘said shade ¢r .

cover in such manner. as:to facilitate access to
the interior of parts of the fixture, for example,
to the tube lamp, to the inside of the shade or
cover, ete. In accordance with the preferred form
of the invention the mounting of the shade or
cover is such that it is unnecessary to remove the
cover in order to obtain access to interior parts
of the fixture or for cléaning the lamp shade on

the inside thereof.” Also, said mounting permits’

the installation and removal of the tube lamps
without removing the shade or cover from the
fixture.

Another object of the invention is to provide an
electric light fixture of the designated type with

means for mounting the lamp shade in such .
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manner that the latter can be placed in position "

without removing the shade-supporting means

or other parts of the fixture.

A yet further object of the inventlon IS gen- ‘
erally to improve electric light fixtures in respect‘ .

to the means for supporting the lamp shade.

The above mentioned and other objects, fea-'
tures and advantages of the invention will be-.
more fully explained in connection with the fol-

lowing. description cf the preferred embodiment

of the invention, reference being had to the ac- .

companying illustrative drawings. It will be un-

derstood. that ‘while the drawmgs and description »
are of the present preferred embodiment of ‘the
invention, they are not to.be considered in limi- -
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tation thereof except to the extent speciﬁed in
the claims appended hereto. i
- In-the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an electric hght

fixture embodying the present invention;
Fig. 2 Is a.view similar to Fig, 1 showmg the
shade-supporting means displaced from the main
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part of the fixture in order to afford acr‘eSS to

the interior of the ﬁxture, 5

Fig. 3 is a-view on a larger scale of the mount-

ing means of the present invention for each end

of the shade, and illustrates in dotted lines how
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the shade- supporting means can be swung for

increasing the size of the opening between the-

upper edge of the shade and the adjacent part
of the fixture for facilitating ‘access to the in-

terior. of’ the fixture or to the inner surface of
the shade; "
Fig. 4is an . enlarged sectional view on the line
4—4 of Fig.3;" :
Fig. 5 is'an- enlarged sectional v1ew on the ]me'
5—5of Pig. 2; -

Fig. 6 is an .enlarged sectionai view on the‘
line 6—86 of Fig. 1; :

Fig. 7 is'a perspectlve view of the companion,
bracket members forming parts of the shade
mounting means. : :

Referring now to the- drawmgs in further de-'
tail, the electric'light fixture 10 embodying -the
present invention is here shown'as ‘of the flu:
orescent . light type" and of ‘the type which is
usually’ suspended from a ceiling by a suitable -
device (not shown) with which the art is familiar.:
The fixture comprises a main frame or casing 12
on which’one or more fluorescent light tubes 14
(Fig. 2) .are: supported Sard frame 12 is pro-"
vided with a lamp ‘shade or‘cover IB which is
translucent for permitting the passage of: light
from- the' fluorescent tube lamps but which is
preferably sufficiently opaque to conceal the fluo-
rescent light tubes 18 and other parts ‘positioried
interiorly “thereof.” It will' be understood ‘that’
shade or cover 16 is preferably formed of glass

* . but may bemade of ‘any other suitable material, -
" for-example a plastic. -
30

-The means for supporting shade I6 comprises
members [8:secured to and depending from frame-
12; Each of said members 18 has a wall 19 and’
an mwardly projecting flange 19a forming a ledge
on which the adjacent end :portion of shade 16
rests, the ends 16a of theé shade being indicated’
in dotted lines'in Fig.'2." As here shown, flange
194 conforms to the contour of the shade. Said
members ‘I8 constitute parts-of the mounting -
means of -the’ present invention and are each’
attached to the- adjacent ‘ends " 20- of casing 12
by a bracket 22 forming a part of said mounting
means... As the bracket 22 for each frame mem-
ber 8 ‘is‘of ‘the same construction a description
of one will' be sufficient. -

-Bracket 22 comprises the companion relatively
movable bracket members 24 and 26 shown in
‘perspective in Fig. 7. Bracket member 24 is se--
cured to end wall 20 of frame 12 in any suitable’
way .as by screws 28, ‘for which purpose said

“bracket member is provided with apertures 38 for

the passage of said sérews. - Said bracket 24 has
inturned side edges 32 which form longitudinally
extending guideways 34 in which the laterally

_‘oﬁ'set malgmal side edge portions 36 of bracket
55 ¢

member-26 are slidably received, said side edge:



2 :
portions 32 and 36 providing cooperating guiding
portions between the companion members 24 and
26. The marginal end portions 36 of. bracket
member 26 are pressed out of the plane of the
main body portion 38 of said bracket member
whereby to provide a space 40 between the com-
panion bracket members. Bracket member 24 is
provided near the upper end thereof with:a cen-
trally disposed hole ‘42 which registers with an
opening 43-in the adjacent end wall 20 of casing
12, and the companion bracket member 26 is pro-
vided near its upper end with a centrally dis~
posed arcuate slot 44, When the end frame or
‘cover supporting members 18! are*irv their normatl
or upper positions, as illustrated in Figs: I and’
6, arcuate slot 44 registers with hole 42 topermit
the passage of a screw 4§ carried by member 18
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to engage end portion 20 of frame' {2 in-said . . _
. parts 20 of frame 12 and from engagement with

opening 43 for securing said frame member 18
releasably in. its upper or normal positiom.

As iltustrated: in: Figs: 5 and: 6, screw’ 46- en-
gages member I8 in a threaded opeming. 48
formed;in: the latter.. It will-be noted. that screw
-46 has a portion 47 of its shank hon-threaded,
the: outer . shank . portion:  &la being' screw-
threaded. = The length of screw-threaded shank’
portion: 41a is suchi‘that: whexn: the outer end: of:

screw 46 engages opening 43 in' end: portion: 29,

said, portion 47a has: disengaged: threaded open-

ing 48 in. member 18 -and therefore. does:not tend:

to force member 18 away from end: portion: 20
during. the:rotation: of: the screw' in: engagement
with said' end- partien; as. it: would: do if the:
threaded part of . the-shank of the screw engaged:
simultaneously in. openings 48:-and 43 -

opertings: 42 and. -84 with: & slight: clearanoce-and”
has no: threaded: engagement. in: said. openings..
‘When: screw 46 is moved: from- its:projected: posi-

tion-illustrated im Pig: 6 ix which it engages end
29 of the casing, to.the retracted: position: thereof -

iHustrated: in - Fig. 5, bracket member 26 -and the
campanion : frame- member - 18: can: move recti=
linearly- downwardly: to: the- retracted: position:

illustrated:in: Fig. 2; the: downward: movement -of
bracket. member: 26 being:limited: by the -engage-:

ment-of: struek-out, downrwardly projecting: tongue
portions 58' on: said. bracket member with: the-

It.will:be:
. understood that: the:screw shank:passes through -
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thereof shown in Fig. 1. For this purpose each
end portion 20 is provided with an out-turned
flange 62 and each member (8 is provided with
a shoulder ¢4 adjscent tts upper edge in position
to engaze flange 62, as illustrated in Fig. 6. The
companion flanges 62 and shoulders 64 thus con-
stitute stop means for limiting upward movement
of members {8 and for predet#rmining the nor-
mal position thereof, and further it will be under-
stood that when shoulders 64 engage flanges 62

- ‘serews 4% register with openings 43 in the adja-

cent end portions, respectively, of frame .12,
From the above description it will be readily
understood that the screws 46 constitute releas-
able means for Holding the shade-supporting
means in position’ fo support the shade in its
normal position, and that by retracting said
screws. from: engagement with the adjacent end

 the adjacent bracket member 24 the shade-sup-

porting means constituted by members: t8 is per-
miited. to- drop- te: the- retracted: position: of sdid:
shade illustrated- in' Pig.. 2. The shade: {5 thus'
positioned to permit access to the: fixtawe for in--
serting or replacing the tube lzmy or lamps: M4
and. for. other purpeses. It will be nated also’
that. when- the shade:supporting means is i the
retracted position. thereof the shade-can:be swung
toward- and away from frame b2 it twor direes

~tions, as indicated by the:dotted lines antd by the

arrcw- A in Fig.' 3, to facilitate instdllation: and.
removal. of- lamps: 1& and to facilitate aceess to’
the inner surface of. said- shade: for cleaning: the
same. It will: be understood: that shdde 18 can.
be:inserted- and. removed frem betweeh: members-

- 18,.while the.latter are’ attached to frame (2; by

meving said: shade inte: and. out:of pdsition ih- a:
direction along-tlwe contoun of flanges (%a: . :
While -T have- shown: and:described: the: pre~

- ferred embodiment of my invention, it will: be"

understood- that the  latfer may bBe embodied
otherwise. than as herein specifically shown: er
described’ and. it will-be understood- furéher that
in the illustrated embodiment. of the- inventien

. certain’ changes .ih the detaxls of. construetion

and in the arrangement of parts may. be. maxle..
Therefore, as indicated.above; I do mot:wish to

“ be limited to the construetion- herein shewn: or

laterally bent upwardly prcjecting: torigue: por= -

tions: §2. of -the: companion- bracket member 24.

Bracket. member. 26- is: pivotally mounted:on’ the-

adjacent: frame- member 8- at: the:inner surfacs:

thereof by:a-pin 54 fixed to frame:member 18 and-

projeeting from: the inner surface thereof: smd:
engaging a:- nut’ 58 fixed. to -hracket member 2§;

said pin B4-being threaded andiengagirig said nut::

%:in a threaded opening: 58.. A.circular rib 69!
is.formed .on the inner surface-of: frame member:
18. and engages. the: adjacent surface of body
portion- 38 of bracket.member' 26.. Prame: memt-
‘ber: 18-is-thus.secured.to. hracket meanther 26iand-
can-swing-on thelatter about:pin-54; assindicated:
in Fig. 3, about.amaxis psradlel:to:thestube lamp
- when said hracket is moved: te:tle pesition iltus:-
trated in Fig: 2; screw- 86 being-out of engagement
‘with hole 43:of .the adjacent end 20/af thé casing
12 and:out- of engagement with:lhole 42 of the-
companion bracket. member 24: As shewn in
Fig. 5, serews: 43-engage:brarket members-26-in:
arcuate slots. 44 and thus-limit: the pivotal or
swinging movement-of shade & in-two directions..
Provision is; made . for: positively, limiting- the
upward. mavement- of members..18; that.is; from .
the retracted position of the shade support. shown.
in-Fig. 2. to- the projected. or: normal position.
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described except 45 may be required by the scene

. of the appended claims.

Having thus described my- inven‘r.lon; what I -
claim: and’ desire to secure by Letters Patent'is:

‘1. In a light fixture having 'a maih frame for -
a lamp-and a translucent shade for sald lamp,
means for supporting* sald shgde, means for
mounting said shade-supporting means on said .
frame comprising: vertleally’ disposed relatively
slidable members attached to said frame and to .
said. "shade-supperting means; respectlvely,
whereby sald shade-supporting: means- is’ mov-
able upwardly and downwardly toward and’away’
from said frame to normal and retracted posf-:
tions, respectively, means: plvotally’ conneoting
said  shade-supporting: means to' the - slidable:
members: attached’ thereto whereby said shade-
supperting medns:is pivotally movable in' the're-
tracted- position- thereof in- a- direction! frans- -
versely .of the frame, and additional: mesns: car-
ried by said shade-supperting means and:releas-
ably- engageable: wit,q said frame for releasably
attaching:said shade-supporting means to said-
frame to prevent.said-up-and-down-and said piv-:
otal:movement. of said shade-supporting means.

2. In a light fixture having a main frame for.
a lamp- and’ a translucent. shade. for said lamp,



2,320,435

means - for supporting ‘sald shade, releasable

means for securing said shade-supporting means .

in one position to hold the shade in normal posi--

tion in relation to said' lamp, and- means com-
prising relatively movable members attached ‘to
said frame and to-said shade-supportmg means,
respectively, for releasably holding the latter in
another -position for supporting the shade in’ re-
tracted position when said securing means is re-
leased, said- members being ‘relatively movable
in the: direction extending between said normal
and said retracted positions of said shade, said
shade-supporting means having a pivotal con-
nection with said members attached thereto
whereby said shade can be swung in a direction
transversely of said first mentioned direction
toward and away from said frame when said
shade is in said retracted position thereof.

3. In a light fixture having a main frame for
a lamp and a translucent, shade for said lamp,
means for supporting said shade, releasable

means for securing said shade-supporting means-

in one position to hold the shade in normal posi-
tion in relation to said lamp, pairs of relatively

movable companion members attached to said .

frame and to said shade-supporting means, re-
spectively, for releasably holding the latter in
another position for supporting the shade in re-
tracted position when said securing means  is
released, said companion members being in slid-
able engagement and having cooperating .guid-
ing portions for guiding the shade-supporting
means for rectilinear movement toward and
away from said frame, said members which are
attached to said shade-supporting means hav-

ing a pivotal connection therewith whereby said .

shade-supporting means are pivotally movable,
and means carried by said shade-supporting
means and engageable with said members which
are attached thereto for limiting the pivotal
movement of said shade-supporting means.

4, In a light fixture having a main frame for
a lamp and a translucent shade for said lamp,
means for supporting said shade, releasable

“means for securing said shade-supporting means -

in one position to hold the shade in normal posi-
tion in relation to said lamp, pairs of relatively
movable companion members attached to said
frame and to said shade-supporting means, re-
spectively, for releasably holding the latter in
another position for supporting the shade in
retracted position when said securing means is
released, said companion membeis " being in

slidable engagement and having cooperating
guiding portions for guiding the shade-support-

ing means for movement toward and away from
said frame, said members which are attached to
said shade-supporting means having a pivotal
connection therewith whereby said shade-sup-
porting means are pivotally movable, and means
carried by said shade-supporting means and en-
gageable with said members which are attached
thereto for limiting the pivotal movement of
said shade-supporting means and interengaging
means on said companion members for limiting
the relative movement of said companion mem-
bers in one direction whereby to limit said move-
ment of said shade-supporting means away from
the frame.

5. In g light fixture havmg a main frame for
a lamp and a translucent shade for said lamp,
means for supporting said shade, releasable
means for securing said shade-supporting means
in one position to hold the shade in normal posi-
tion in relation to said lamp, pairs of relatively
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movable - companion members -attached to said
frame and to said shade-supporting means, re-
spectively, ‘for releasably holding' the latter in
another position for supporting the shade in re-
tracted - position when said :securing means is
released;-said- companion members: being in slid-
able ‘engagement and having cooperating -guid-
ing portions. for :guiding ‘the shade-supporting
means for movement toward and away from said
frame, and. pivotal. connections’ between said
shade-supporting. .means. ahd-the member  of
eéach ‘pair. which is: attached thereto whereby
said shade can be swung toward and away from
said frame when said shade is in said retracted
position thereof.

6. In s light fixture having a main frame for
a lamp and a translucent shade for said lamp,
means for supporting - said shade, releasable
means for securing said shade-supporting means
in one position to hold the shade in normal posi-
tion in relation to said lamp, pairs of relatively
movable companion members attached to said
frame and to said shade-supporting means, re-
spectively, for releasably holding the latter in
another position “for supporting the shade in
retracted position when said securing means is:
released, said companion members being in slid-
able engagement and having cooperating guid-
ing portions for guiding the shade-supporting
means for movement toward and away from said
frame, interengaging means on said companion
members for limiting the relative movement of
said companion members in one direction where-
by to limit said movement of said shade-support-
ing means away from the frame, and pivotal
connections ~between ' said - shade-supporting
means and the member of each pair which is
attached thereto whereby said shade can be
swung toward and away from said frame when
said shade is in said retracted position thereof.

7. A light fixture comprising a main frame
for a lamp, a cover for said frame, and means
for mounting said cover on said frame compris-
ing cover-supporting members, and  vertically
disposed brackets for supporting said cover-sup-
porting members, respectively, each of said
brackets comprising vertically disposed relative-.

1y movable companion members one of which is
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secured to a companion cover-supporting mem-
ber and the other of which is secured to a part
of said main frame, said companion members
having cooperating guiding portions in relatively
slidable © engagement, said cover-supporting
members being movable from positions in which
said cover is supported in the normal position
thereof to positions in which said cover is sup- -
ported in retracted position to provide access
to the inside of said cover while the latter is sup-
ported by said cover-supporting members and
while said cover-supporting members are at-
tached to said main frame, a pivotal connection
between each of said cover-supporting  members
and the companion bracket member, which is
secured thereto, each of said bracket members
which is secured to said cover-supporting mem-
bers having an arcuate slot, and means carried
by said cover-supporting members and engage-
able in said arcuate slots for limiting the pivotal
movement of said cover-supporting members in
relation to said companion bracket members.
8. A light fixture comprising a main frame for
a lamp, a cover for said frame, and means for
mounting said cover on said frame comprising
cover-supporting ‘members, and brackets for
supporting said cover-supporting members, re-
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speatively, -each of said lrackets comprising rela-:

tively movable members:one of which 13 secnred

to a compenion cover-sihperfing member ;and
the other «of which :is sscured to:a part of :said- -

main: frame, said ‘cover-sugpporting ‘members be-
ing movable from Ppositions in which :said .cover
is :supported ‘in the mormal -position -thereof to

positions [in which #aid cover; ‘is supporsed .in. re-
tracted ;position o prowide ‘ascess 'to the inside.

mein frame, .and means for releasably seom-ifng
said -cover-supporiing members in saki frst
mentioned pesitions thereo, said last mentioned
mesans comprising screws threaded threugh sald
cover-supporting -members, respectively, -and-

“having threaded . engagements with adjacent

parts, respectively, of mald frame, said screws
being, out. of threaded engagement with 'said
members when the scCrews &re in threaded en-

of :8aid :comer: while ‘e Jatter ds supported by 10 gagement with said parts of the frame,

said “cover-supporting members &nd -while said
cove;'-tsuppormng members: are gitached to gaid

JOHN COLUCCL



