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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, DAVIDA. FERRIS, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Spencer, 
in the county of Tioga and State of New York, 
have invented a new and useful Picture and 
Picture-Rod Support, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

picture and picture - rod supports; and the 
objects in view are to provide a cheaply and 
simply constructed rod - supporting hook 
adapted to be readily engaged in a wall and 
employed in corners or angles of rooms; to 
provide for a retention of such support re 
gardless of the presence of studding at the 
point of insertion of the support; to provide 
a picture-rod adapted to coact with the sup 
port and to be rigidly secured in position and 
prevented from turning, and to so construct 
said rod that if it should become warped or 
bent by the weight carried thereby it may be 
reversed and by a reverse action of the Weight 
thereon regain its alignment; and finally to 
produce a picture-support adapted to be em 
ployed in connection with the peculiarly sup 
ported rod and to incline the pictures at 
proper angle from the wall. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in certain features of con 
struction hereinafter specified and particu 
larly pointed out in the claim. 

Referring to the drawings:-Figure 1 is an 
elevation of a portion of a Wall, the same be 
ing provided with my improved picture and 
picture-rod support. Fig. 2 is a vertical trans 
verse sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 is a simi 
lar view, the rod being hollow and a different 
form of picture-support being carried thereby. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective in detail of the pre 
ferred form of hook. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
In practicing my invention I prefer to se 

cure to the wall near the ceiling the molding 
1, which molding may be of any width and 
have its front face carved or ornamented in 
any suitable manner and design. To this 
molding at intervals by means of screWS 2 
there is secured a series of hooks 3. The pre 
ferred form of hook has its shank provided 
at its upper end with a coil or eye 4, through 

which the Screws are passed and below the 
same said body-portion of the hook is out 
Wardly and upwardly bent to form the verti 
cal stem 5, which stem 5 terminates at a poin 
about opposite the eye. 

It often happens that the hook will be lo 
cated at a point in the wall where no stud 
ding is located and hence the screw will con 
tact merely with a lath. It is well known by 
those persons conversant with hanging pic 
tures and the like that it is next to impossi 
ble to drive a nail or insert a screw in a wall 
where there is merely a lath and plaster back 
of it, the result uniformly being that the lath 
is destroyed and the plaster knocked down. 
It is in such instance that the molding 1 
performs a special function, in that it pro 
vides a hard external surface against which 
the hook and screw-head may bind and at its 
inner end of the screw engaging the lath 
serves to draw the lath toward the hook so 
that the intermediate portion of the wall, that 
is to say, the portion lying between the lath and 
the molding is clamped, and hence the hook is 
secured in position and not liable to pull out. 
A hook of the construction described also per 
forms a novel function when employed in the 
angles of rooms, where if the hook were con 
tinued to form the Screw as will hereinafter 
appear, it would be impossible to insert the 
same by reason of the fact that there is not 
sufficient room or space in which to rotate 
said hook, and hence. I find it convenient and 
preferable in most cases to employ that form 
of hook having an eye and a screw passed 
through the eye. 

6 designates an ordinary picture-support 
ing rod, the same being shown in Figs. 1 and 
2 as solid, as when constructed of wood, and 
in Fig. 3 as of metal, which though more ex 
pensive, yet is the modern way of construct 
ing these rods. The rod is provided at inter 
vals corresponding With the hook with di 
a metrically-disposed holes or perforations 7, 
which, as shown, extendentirely through the 
rod, and these holes or perforations take over 
the stem portions 5 of the series of hooks 
whereby the rod is supported securely in po 
sition and cannot rotate by reason of any 
Weight that may be brought to bear thereon. 
One of the objections to wooden rods is that 
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the weight of the pictures hanging thereon 
together with the heat of the room oftentimes 
causes the rod to sag or warp at points be 
tween the hooks, so that in time they become 
unsightly and have to be taken down and re 
placed by new ones. In order to avoid this 
objection I provide the rods with the perfora 
tions or holes described, and by Such an ar 
rangement should the rods become warped or 
sag I am enabled to remove the rods, give the 
same a half-rotation and remount them upon 
the stems of the hooks, thus bringing the Con 
vexed portions of the rods uppermost and the 
weight of the pictures will soon cause said 
rods to resume their alignment. 

If desired, and as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, 
the shanks of the hooks may be bent at an 
angle to the body-portions and thus form a 
threaded or screw-point 8. 

In Fig. 3 I have illustrated a hollow or metal 
rod 9. It will be seen that in this instance 
the perforations are also entirely through the 
rod, but they are not for the same purpose SO 
much as in the previous instance, although 
metal rods do sometimes sag and would re 
quire to be reversed, but if the stems 5 of the 
hooks did not extendentirely through the rod 
9, the same being hollow would be unstable 
and capable of a partial rotation. However, 
by extending the stems entirely through the 
rods 9 it will be seen that they are held as se 
curely as if the rods were solid. 

In Figs. 2 and 3 I have illustrated a con 
venient and cheap picture-supporting hook 
or hanger especially designed for use in con 
nection with these peculiarly supported rods. 
In Fig. 2, which is my preferred form of 

hanger Iconstruct the same of wire and bend 
the upper end thereof to form a hook 10, which 
conforms in curvature to that of the rod. 
From the rod the support depends some dis 
tance and is then coiled to form an eye 11, be 
yond which it is extended at an obtuse angle 
to its depending portion 12, as shown at 13, 
and finally terminates in a spur 14. When 
applied to the back of a picture the spur is 
driven into the frame and a screw 15 inserted 
through the eye 11 and into the frame. 
In Fig. 3 I have shown a slightly modified 

form of hanger the same consisting merely of 
a hook-portion 16 adapted to snugly fit the 
rod, a straight shank 17, and a support 18, 

formed at the lower extremity of the straight 
shank. 
From the foregoing description in connec 

tion with the drawings it will be seen that I 
have provided a very cheap and simply con 
structed rod-support, the same designed to be 
conveniently used in connection with either 
a hollow or solid rod and capable of support 
ing the rod in a secure manner against twist 
ing and in such manner as to permit of it be 
ing readily lifted from the stems of the hooks 
that support the same, rotated partially, and 
replaced, whereby the sagging or warping 
may be disposed of and the rod regain its 
proper alignment. Furthermore, that I have 
produced a cheap and simple picture-hanger 
adapted to be utilized in connection with a 
rod supported in the manner described, in 
that as it connects simply by its hook-portion 
with the rod, if said rod were not secured rig 
idly to the hooks, there would be a tendency 
to rotate the same and hence more or less dis 
place it from its position upon the hooks. 
This I avoid, however, by securing the rod in 
the manner shown. 

It will be understood that any form or de 
sired ornamentation may be given the rod, I 
having herein shown merely the simple cy 
lindrical rod sometimes used. In many cases, 
however, it is desired to use rods whose ex 
posed surface is ornamented, and hence it is 
necessary to prevent the rod from rotating 
and becoming displaced, whereby such orna 
mented surface would be hidden from view. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
The combination with a wall, of a rod and 

a rod support, and a picture-support having 
its upper end curved to form a hook agreeing 
with the curvature of the rod below the same 
having a straight vertical shank coiled to 
form an eye, and beyond the eye disposed ob 
liquely to the shank and terminating in a 
spur, Substantially as specified. - 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

D. A. FERRIS. 
Witnesses: 

E. G. SIGGERs, 
J. H. SIGGERS. 
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