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This invention relates to g bathroom accessory
or appliance which is expressly designed for use
in connection with a bathtub and specifically made
to permit a patient or user to assume a recumbent
position when taking an internal bath or injection
either as a vaginal douche or enema.

Briefly stated, the preferred embodiment of
the invention involves the use of a suitably shaped
board and foldable and extensible supporting
means whereby to permit the board to be placed
in a horizontal plane and supported from the
bathtub in a convenient position to permit the
user to repose or lie down on the back while tak-
ing a douche. ’

It is a matter of common knowledge that a
reclining position is highly recommended for ene-
mas and vaginal douching,; in attempting to ac-
complish effective results by following this recum-
bent method it has been found inconvenient for
the patient to lie in the bathtub or on the floor.
Since in either position removal of the clothing
is generally required for sanitation and practical
results. ' ‘

With the foregoing objections clearly in mind,
I have evolved and produced a simple and eco-
nomical board which is shaped and proportioned
to be supported over the bathtub whereby to per-
mit the occupant to repose thereon while placing
the feet firmly against one end of the bathtub.

In perfecting the principles of the inventive
conception I have found it expedient and practi-
cable to provide a substantially flat board -one end
of which is rounded and the other end which is
bifurcated or notched and provided with support-

-ing means to accommodate 2, removable catch ba-
sin or equivalent receptacle.

A further feature of the invention is predicated
upoen the aforesaid specially designed board hav-

.ing foldable supporting arms arranged in pairs and
swingable out to positions for supporting the
board firmly from the bathtub, whether it be of
the conventional leg elevated type or the fiat bot-
tom built in type.

My primary aim is to generally improve upon
similar prior art devices developed by others for
accomplishing somewhat the same results and to
do this through the instrumentality of a structure
which is developed along structurally refined and
appreciably different lines.

Other features and advantages will become more
readily apparent from the following description
and drawings. In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the board show-
ing the manner in which it is used.

Figures 2 and 3 are sections taken on the lines
2—2 and 3—3 respectively of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the complete
device removed from the bathtub. _

Figure 5 is an end or edge elevation observing
the structure in a direction from right to left.

Figure 6 is a detail perspective view.

Figures 7 and 8 are detail sections on the lines
7-—T7 and 8—8 respectively of Figure 1.

Figure 9 is a detail pverspective view.

In the drawings the bathtub, which is of the
built-in type, is distinguished by the numeral 10.
The reclining board, which is substantially rec-
tangular in top plan view is differentiated by the
numeral 11. This is of wood or equivalent ma-
terial and appropriately finished o permit it to
be waterproof and substantially sanitary. It is
of appropriate proportions being approximately
a little over one half as long as the ordinary con-
ventional bathtub and it is rounded into semi-
circular form as indicated at 12 at one end.
The opposite end is formed with a fluid clear-
ance notch which is accomplished by bifurcating
said end of the board as indicated at 13 forming
a pair of duplicate furcations 13, These are pro-
vided on their under sides with hook like suspen-
sion blocks 15 for supporting a removable catch
basin, bowl or similar receptacle 16. Adjacent
to this and serving as a stop to limit the inward
movement of the bowl is a transverse reinforcing
cleat 17, this being secured to the underside of
the board at the manner disclosed. There is g
similar transverse cleat in the opposite end of
the board. These cleats serve brimarily as rein-
forcing elements and stabilizing means for the
supporting arm 19. There are two pairs of these
arms and each arm is of duplicate construction
and they are arranged as such in the manner
shown in Figure 1 so that when they are swung
out to right angular supporting position they
rest against the cleats 17 and 18 for balancing
and stabilizing purposes. The arms extend con-
siderably out beyond the longitudinal edge por-
tions of the board so as to rest on the edges of
the tub when in the position shown in Figure 1.
Each arm is attached by g bivot and retaining
bolt 20 to the central under side of the board
both being provided with a thumb nut 21 as shown
in Figure 7. 'This arrangement permits the arms
to be swung out to supporting position and fas-
tened by the thumb nuts or swung info the folded
dotted line position shown in Figure 4 for com-
pactness and convenience when the device is not
in use. This facilitates storage as is obvious.
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That portion of the surface of the outer end of
the arm which rests on the tub is provided with
a strip of rubber or other anti-slipping material
29 to guard against accidental slippage of the
board when it is put in useful position. More-
over this same end portion of the arm is pro-
vided with a plurality of bolt holes 23 to accom-
modate bolts 24 which serve to fasten the reten-
tion blocks 25 in place. Incidently, the bolts
are equipped with thumb nuts 26 and the blocks
are adapted to be adjusted either in or out to
bear against the inner surface of the wall of the
tub as depicted in Figure 3 of the drawings.

The numeral 27 merely designates a hanger
rod provided with a bag suspension hook 28 at
its upper end and a notched retaining foot 29
at its lower end, the foot being secured to one of
the bolts 24 as shown in Figure 3.

The gist of the invention is found in the pro-
vision of & jongitudinally elongated substantially
rectangular smooth top reclining board which is
rounded at one end to correspond to the simi-
larly shaped end of the tub and pifurcated at its
opposite end to afford clearance means for the
fiuid allowing it to drip into the pan or bowl 16.
The bowl is removably held in place by suspen-
sion blocks or hooks 15 and limited in its inward
movement by the adjacent cross-cleat 17 as shown
in Figure 2.

Additional novelty is predicated upon the use
of the transverse icngitudinally spaced cleats 17
and 18 which serve to resnforce the transverse
dimension of the Loard and also serve as backing
or stabilizing elements for the suspension arms
19 when they are swung out to right-angularly
supporting position. Then too, novelty is found
in the provision of the anti-slipping rubber pads
or plates 22 on the outer under sides of the arms
19 and the adjustable retention blocks 25. Final-
1y the adaptation of the hanger rod 27 has & part
of the structure to afford convenient means for
hanging the hag is an additional and noteworthy
detail.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new is:

1. A bathtub reclining appliance of the class
described comprising a longitudinally elongated
substantially rectangular board rounded at one
end and having its opposite pifurcated to define
a clearance notch and & pair of opposed furca-
tions, hooked suspension blocks fastened to the
underside of said furcations to accommodate &
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detachable fluid collection receptacle, a trans-
versely disposed cleat secured to the underside
of the bifurcated end portion of the board to
function as a stop element to limit the inward
gliding movement of the receptacle, and extensi-
pble and foldable supporting elements for said
board adapted to rest on the upper edge of the
side walls of the tub.

9. A bathtub appliance of the class described
comprising a substantially flat board adapted to
assume an elevated horizontal position over a tub,
means at one end of the board to accommodate
a removable fluid trapping receptacle, two pairs
of distinguishable supporting arms, the arms be-
ing pivotally connected at their inner ends to the
under side of the board and the outer ends there-
of being swingable outwardly beyond the longi~
tudinal edge portions of the board to bear on the
upper edges of the side walls of the tub, the outer
end portions of the arms being formed with se-
1ectively usable bolt holes and on their under sides
with anti-slipping pads, and retaining blocks and
polts selectively connectible to the outer aper-
tured end portions of the arms, the blocks to en-
gage the inner faces of the walls of the tub.

3. A bathtub appliance of the class described
comprising a Jongitudinally elongated substan-
tially rectangular poard having a flat top surface,
rounded off at one end and having its opposite
ends bifurcated to form a clearance notch, hooked
blocks secured to the under faces of the furca-
tions to accommodate a removable trip receptacle,
o transverse reinforcing and abutment forming
cleats secured to the underside of the board ad-
jacent the bifurcated end thereof, a pair of sup-
porting arms having their inner ends rounded
and pivotally attached to the under central por-
tion of the board, the arms being adapted when
in extended position to bear against the adja-
cent ends of the cleats, the arms being of a length
to extend outwardly beyond the longitudinal edge
portions of the board, second transverse cleats
secured to the under side of the opposite end por-
tion of the board, a pair of duplicate supporting
arms pivotally attached at their inner ends to
the underside of the board to bear against the
last named cleats, adjustable retaining blocks
secured to the outer end portions of all of said
arms, and bag suspension means
nectible with the board.
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