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To all whom it maly concermn:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER P. MORE-
HOUSE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Cedar Bluffs, in the county of Saunders
and State of Nebraska, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Hub Shields
or Caps; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
a device for holding a cover or shield over
the inner end of a vehicle-hub to protect the
axle from dirt or other foreign matter which
would otherwise find its way into the hub at
this point. The shield also gives protection
against ladies’ skirts coming in contact with
the grease, usually plentiful at this point.

The object of m¥y invention is to providea
holder for the cover or shield which can be
readily applied to the axle and will permit of
the said cover or shield being removed and a
new one placed in position.

‘With the above ends in view the invention
consists in the particular construction of the
holder, in connection with the particular
shape of the shield or cap, all as will be here-
inafter fully set forth, and particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a view
showing the application of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the holder. Fig.
3 is a sectional view through the upper end
of said holder.

The holder, which is applied to the axle to
hold the shield or cap in place, is constructed
or formed to present the side members1 1,
connected by a curved cross-bar 2, having a
transverse opening 3 extending through the
same. This transverse opening is intersect-
ed by a vertical aperture 4 at the upper part
of the cross-bar and threaded to receive a
thumb-serew 5, the lower end of which is
adapted to enter the said transverse opening
for the purpose hereinafter set forth. The
upper end of the thumb-serew may be formed
in the usual manner, or it may be shaped to
present a ball, milled to provide a ronghened

grasping portion, and when the ball is pro-
vided it presents a better finish.

At the lower end of each spring member 1
1 of the holder is formed a series. of ratchet-
teeth 6, with which engages a link 7 of such 53
length that the cross-bars at the ends of the :
same will engage the said ratchet-teeth. The
link is held or supported in engagement with
one of the members by means of a loop 8.
The members 11 arenormally spread slightly, 6o
and when placed over the axle can be clamped
securely thereon by slipping the link over the
ends of said members to engage the ratchet-
teeth 6, one end of the link being enlarged
to provide for better manipulating the same. 65

In connection with the holder hereinbefore
described I use a cover or shield 9, having a
reduced end ¢, which fits into the transverse
opening 3 of the holder and is held securely
therein by the thumb-screw 5. Adjoining 7o
the extension « the shield is provided with a
slightly-raised portion b, which fits over the
end of the hub, and beyond said raised por-
tion the shield corresponds with the contour
of the hub, the end of said shield adjoining 45
the spokes being either scalloped, as shown,
or made plain. Attherearend of the shield
proper there are straight flaps ¢, which bear
against the axle and prevent ingress of dirt
or foreign matter. In casethe holder cannot 8o
be conveniently placed adjoining the hub the
reduced portion o may be extended. The
shield or cover is preferably made up of ja-
panned leather or sheet metal. It will also
be understood thatinstead of forming the up- 83
per part of the clamp or holder with trans-
verse opening and thumb-screw the cross-
bar 2 can be made plain and the shield held
between said cross-bar and upper edge of the
axle, but I prefer to construct the holder as go
herein shown and described, for it can be
made to present a very ornamental appear-
ance and will effectually hold the shield in
proper place.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what 93
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In combination with a cover or shield
shaped tolie over the inner end of the hub of
a vehicle, of a clamp or holder for holding 100
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the said shield in place comprising spring
members 1 1 connected by a bar 2, the lower
end of the spring members having ratchet-
teeth, and a link of sufficient length to en-
gage the ratchet-teeth when placed over the
end of the said spring members, substantially
as shown and for the purpose set forth.

2. In combination with a cover or shield
shaped to lie over the inner end of the hub of
a vehicle, of a clamp or holder for holding
the shield in place consisting of the spring
members 1 1 connected by bar 2 and diver-
ging therefrom, ratchet-teeth formed on the
outer edges of the members, a loop extending
over one series of ratchet-teeth; and a link
held in engagement with said loop and adapt-
ed to be put over the ends of the members to
engage the ratchet-teeth, substantially as
shown and for the purpose set forth.

588,163

3. In combination with a cover or shield
shaped to lie over the inner end of the hub of
a vehicle, said shield having a reduced end,
of a elamp or holder for holding the shield in
place consisting of spring members 1 1 con-
nected by bar 2 having a transverse opening 3,
said serewin the upper end of the bar extend-
ing into said opening, ratchet-teeth on the
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lower end of the spring members, and a link -

of sufficient length to engage the ratchet-
teeth, substantially as shown and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ALEXANDER P. MOREHOUSE.

Witnesses:

C. A. JACKSON,
RANDALL H. KnaPp.




