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Supporting  structure  for  cladding  panels. 
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(§7)  Support  structure  for  locating  a  cladding  panel  (24)  of 
reduced  thickness  compared  to  conventional  granite  curtain 
walling,  comprises  a  weight  bearing  framework  20  which 
includes  at  least  two  substantially  upright  support  posts  21 
interconnected  by  at  least  two  substantially  horizontal  sup- 
port  beams  22.  The  support  beams  are  fitted  to  an  inter- 
mediate  coupling  member  23,  23a  for  securing  the  cladding 
panel  to  the  framework,  the  coupling  members  having  a  lip 
25  seated  in  the  cladding  panel  such  that  the  lip  of  one 
coupling  member  is  seated  within  a  recess  26  in  the  upper- 
most  edge  and  the  lip  25  of  the  lower  coupling  member  23a 
being  seated  within  a  corresponding  recess  26  in  the  lower- 
most  edge  of  the  panel  24. 

Such  an  arrangement  can  permit  curtain  walling  to  be 
deployed  with  panels  of  reduced  thickness  and  weight  lead- 
ing  to  constructional  and  dimensional  improvements. 
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