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To ?till wifton it inlay concei'7. 
Beit known that I, GEORGE H. STEDWELL, 

of Hackensack, in the county of Bergen and 
State of New Jersey, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Edge-Bindings for 
Garments, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
Myinvention relates to an improvementin 

the structure of the edges of Wearing-apparel, 
with the object in view of preventing them 
from fraying under frictional contact with 
surfaces with which they are liable to rub in 
USe. 

A further object is to form an edge which 
shall be sightly and in which the seams shall 
be concealed from view. 
A practical embodiment of my invention is 

represented in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a cross-section of the edge of a 
garment, in the present instance the lower 
edge of a skirt. Fig. 2 is a front view of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a view in transverse section, 
showing the first step on the construction of 
the edge. Fig. 4 is a similar view showing 
the position of the parts at the end of the sec 
Ond step in the construction of the edge, and 
Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the position 
of the parts at the end of the third step of the 
construction of the edge. 

In the several transverse views which I 
have presented the distance between the ad 
jacent layers of fabric or material is exagger 
ated in order to distinguish them, it being un 
derstood in practice that the several layers 
above the extreme edge will be pressed into 
close contact with One another, forming a total 
thickness not much, if any, greater than the 
thickness of the bight of material which forms 
the extreme edge. 
The extreme edge, which serves to protect 

the layers of fabric back from it from wear 
and moisture, is preferably formed of a strip 
of rubber fabric A, having a tough and dura 
ble nature similar, for example, to the rub 
ber-fabric weather-strip in common use, and 
this strip is folded over upon itself, forming 
a bight C at a point preferably about midway 
of its width, the fabric being secured to the 
opposite sides of the said folded strip A at 
points above or backfrom the bight Cl, so that 
the latter will be free to assume a rounded 

shape (shown clearly in Figs. 1, 4, and 5) to 
give it a resiliency when receiving pressure 
upon the crown of the bight and at the same 
time giving it a width or thickness which will 
approach that of the several thicknesses of 
fabric attached to it, and thereby serve to ef 
fectually prevent them from coming in con 
tact with any surface which may press upon 
the crown of the bight a. 
In my preferred form. I utilize the facing 

strip B to form a welt below the bottom of 
the skirt or garment goods C and also to form 
a finish for the edges of the folded strip A, 
as well as to form a facing on the inside of 
the garment edge. It is to be understood, 
however, that the continuous strip B from 
the welt on the exposed side of the edge over 
to the position of the facing on the inner side 
of the edge is a matter of choice and for pur 
poses of concealing the edges of the folded 
strip A and not a matter of necessity in form 
ing the essential features of the garment edge, 
since the bight which forms the welt may be 
separate from the facing-as, for example, 
by assuming a separation of the present con 
tinuous facing-strip at the point b°. 
The welt (denoted by b) is formed by stitch 

ing the edge of the facing to the outer part 
of the folded strip A (shown in Fig. 3) by a 
line of stitchings, then turning it over upon 
-itself, as shown in Figs.14, and 5. When con 
tinued to form the facing, as preferred, it is 
carried over the edges of the folded strip A, as 
shown in Figs.14, and 5, and downwardly into 
the position shown in Fig. 4, where a second 
line of stitchings' is passed through it and 
also through the two parts of the folded strip 
A and through the upwardly or backwarl 
folded part which formed the welt. This 
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completes the second step in the forming of . 
the edge strip. 
The third step consists in attaching the 

skirt or garment material C and such stiffen 
ing or lining C as may be required to the 
structure previously made at a point on the 
outside of the welt preferably corresponding 
to the position of the line of stitchings' by 
means of a third line of stitchings. This 
line of stitching s” is shown slightly back 
from the line of stitchings' in the drawings 
in order to differentiate it therefrom, but it 
is to be understood that it is preferably made 
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stitching S is seen cealed from both front and 

to coincide with the line of stitchings' as protector sightly from the autside by means 50 
nearlyaseanconveniently be done. The posi- of the Welt finish close down to the rounded. 
tion which the skirt or garment goods C and edge and at the same time leaves the facing 
stiffening or lining C occupy when secured to on the inner side quite a distance from the 
the strip previously formed is clearly shown rounded edge of the protector, where it is 
in Fig. 5 and completes the third step in the out of sight and where it will not be so liable 55 
formation of the edge structure. to catchmud and moisture as the garment 
The final step consists in turning the gar- such, for example, as a dress-is trailing alon 

ment and stiffening or lining goods over upon the surface of the ground or floor. 
itself to conceal the line of stitchings and at The structure completed to the point shown 
the same time the line of stitchings', and also in Fig. 4, with the folded strip A, the welt b, .60 
to turn the facing Bibaek upon itself, all as and faging, smayilaesgld assagarment protec 
shown in Fig. 1, and sewing the facing B to t9rindependent of the dress goods and ap 
the lining or garment goods, or to both, at plied as occasion may require. 
such a distance back from the edge as may What I claim is 
be desired the position of the parts when so 1. A protector for the edges of garets 65 
foldedbackbeing shown in Fig. 1. gomprising a folded strip of waterpepfa 

It will be observed that the first line of iterial, a welt sewed primarily tooliepest 
he folded strip of material and turnsdihek 

: upon itself to coneeal the seaha, the fell git 
e edge of said welt being loeated in pros 
ity to the rounded bight of the foldestrip 

of naterial and a facing sewed to the two 
parts of the folded strip of material and ?p 
the weltby a line of stitching loeated above 
the line of stitching which primarily separes 7s 
the welt to one part of the folded stripefan 
terial, whereby the said facing when turned 
back to eoneeal the seam will present is 
slower edge above the lower-edge of the we, 
substantially as set forth. 8o 

2. A protector for the edge of agaepest, 
comprising a folded strip of waterpeggif 

back by the folding of the piece which form 
the Welt, b and the folding of the strip A 
which forms the extreme edge. The folding 
of the garment goods andlining and the fold 
ing of the facing at the paintib'serves toleen 
pletely conceal from both front and back the 
seams s's, so that the completed edge of the 
garment presents ho seam to view, but has, 
in addition to the protecting elastie rounded 
edged, the Weltib to form a complete protee 
tion for the garment goods C. 3. 
The fold or bight cat the extreme edge of 

the garment causes the latter to spread lat 
erally when its eroWin is pressed upon, so as 
to become wider than the goods themselvesterial, a welt sewed to one part of the faked 
at the moment when they would be liable to strip and folded back upon itself to eoneal 
frictional Wear, thereby itemporarily adjust the stitching, the said material whigh is 85 
ing itself to the demands made upon it and folded back upon itself to form the wetle 
at the same time preventing weariupon itself ing-continued over the edges of the figlid 
by its yielding action. strip of waterproof material and sewed to the 
By first uniting the piece of material which rgiroaf 
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two parts of the folded strip of wa? ... 
is to form the welt with the rubber or other material and to the welt at a point ber 90 
elastic strip, as shown in Fig.:3, I am enabled where the welt was first sewed to-one partsf. 
to get the bight of the folded welt-piece elose the folded strip of waterproof material, aub -a- down to the round portion of the proteeting-stantially as set forth. 
strip, as shown in Fig. 4, while the line of sk. T STRnWTir. stithing which -Secures the facing on the in- GEORGE H. STEDWELL 
ner side of the protector is higher up or: Witnesses: 
'farther away from the rounded bight of the FREDK. HAYNES, 
protecting-strip. This serves to make the IRENE. B. DECKER. 

  

  

  


