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Toallwhomw it may concern

_ Be it known that T, Joux Avstiy Besr, a
citizen of the United States, and o citizen of
Angusti, in the county of Richmond and
State 'of Greorgia, have invented n now and
usefnl Improvement in Followers for Filing’
Apparatus, of which the following is a speci-
fieation, . . ‘ ’

My’ present inventien relates generally to

filing s pparatus, and more particularly to a
follower or a vard supporting member, my
object "being to-provide a follower having
means whereby it may be readily and effec-
tively secured in adjusted position and
quickly and easily released when desived.

1t s my further object to provide such
means that the operator may be free to de-
vote both hands to the movement of the {ol-
Iower block subsequent to its release.

With these and other objects which, to-
gether with the advantages of my present
invention, will be clearly apparent from the
following description, my invention resides
in the features of conslruction, arrange-
ment and operation to be now desceribed with
respect to the accompanying drawing form-
Ing a part of this specification, and in which,

Figure 1 is a fransverse vertical secfion
through a filing apparatus illustrating my
improved follower block and its locking and
releasing menns in elevation; Tig. 2 is a de-
tail sectional view taken substantially on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Mg, 8 is a view
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Csimilar to Fig. 1 illustrating the aduniation
ol f=1

of my invention to a filing apparatus em-
Bodying a pair of follower gutdes or sup-
porting members wrraneed in horizontal
alinement; and Fig, 4 is another stmilar
view iHustrating the adaptation of my in-
vention to a filing npparatns embodying fol-
lower guides or holding members arranged
in verdical alinement.

Refersing to these figures, my improved
follower comprises the usual Tollower block
A whieh is movably mounted npon its guide
o1 holding rod B,

Mounted open the vear face of the fol-
Jower hloek A s a Jocking rod (L said rod
conmprising an upper uprighl portion ¢, tor-
minating at s upper end inoa bent handle
¢ and o lower angalar pertion <2, the ex-
trennity of which is pivotally secnred al o
As will e noted, the point of pivoting of
the Tocking vod C s inosubstantinliyv hortzon-
fal alinenent with the euide wmember B,
and the uprieht and angnlio portions of the

i

s

locking rod are movable in enides « secured
to the follower block A in such a manner
that movement of the rod in one dirvection
causes its angular portion ¢? to firmly en-
gage the pnide member B in such a manner
w5 to Tock the follower biock agninst move-
ment thereon. In the last-mentioned posi-
tion, the upright portion ¢ of the locking rod
(' engages the shvuldered portion d of a
keeper D also seeured nupon the rear surface
of the follower bloek., Thas it is only neec-
essary (hat the upright portion ¢ of the lock-
ing rod be moved laterally in one direction
and then slightly in a direction rearwardly
from the block X, in order to effect ifs re-
lease from the keeper D, and cousequently
its release from the guide member B, as in-
dicated in dotted Hues in Fig. 1.

The foim of my invention as shown in
Fig. 1 indicates the exiremity of the angu-
lar portion ¢* of the locking rod ¢ as being
pivoted at ¢ by means of a serew I, :

In ease the follower bloels A, as shown
in Ifig. 3, is to be movably mounted upen a
pair of horizontally alined gnide members
B and B, o locking rod I, similar in can-
struction to the rod € previously deseribed,
may have the extremity of its lower angualar
portion f leesely coiled about the guide mem-
ber B* whereby to form its pivot and en-
able the said angular portion to bear against
the otlier guide member BB, as will be clearly
seer, Should the follower A2 as shown in
Fig. 4, be movably mounted upon vertically
adined guide menibers 1% and 1Y, as shown
in g, 4, however, the same construction as
lnstrated in connection with Fig. 1 is ems-
ployed to eperate in conmection wiih the
lower of the guide members 3%

Thus from the foregoing, it willvbe un-
derstood that with the parts in the locked
position as indicated in the several figures
e tull Jines, it is simply necessary to grasp
the upper handle end of the locking rod
and move the same Iaterally, and then.oe
slightly to the rear of the foHower block
inovder that it way be released from its
Feeper and at the same time velease the
block for movement.  Frow this, it will be
apparent that inasmuch as the locking rod
does not ueed to be held in the released po-
sitton, the operator is free to use hoth Lands
in sliding the follower bloek to the position
destred, thix heing of considerable” sdvan-
frges especinlly where only o single follower
uide vod s provided as the block i canted
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in any direction wili
its guide rod and lwpair ils movement. - It
will be further seen that my invention is
simple and comparatively inexpensive, and
may he readily inst x‘led in connection with
follower blocks which either have no lock-
ing means or are pmnded with locking
means, the operation of which is faulty or

el tonally

ineffective.

I claim:
f. A follower for filing apparatus, com-
prising the <ombumt10 with a guide or
Liolling member, of a follower block mov-
alle on said mcmber, a locking rod having
sn upright portion and an 'mgular end por-
tion, the extremify of which latter end por-
tion is pivoted in substantially the same
for 1iont,n plane with the said guide or hold-
1 membey Wnexeby lateral movement of

20 the upright portion will cause the said angu-’

lar portion to bear against the said guide
or holding member and frictionally engage
therewith, and a leeper mounted on the fol-
lower block and with which the said up-
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right rod portion is engageable to maintais
the rod in engaged position aoamst the
guide or holding member.

2. A follower for filing apparatus, com-
prising the combination with a pair of

guide or holding members in horizontal- 3

alinement, of a follower block movable on
both of said members, a locking rod having
an upright portion and a lower angular end
portion, the extremity of which latter is
loosely bent around one of the guide mem-
bers whereby lateral movement of the up-
right rod portion will cause the said angu-
lar ({Jortlon to frictionally engage the other

member, and a keeper mounted on the

tollower block and with which the said up-
right rod portion is engageable to hold its
said angular portlon agamst the said guide
member,

JOHN- AUSTIN BEST.

Witnesses:
R. A. Toorz,
Epw. J. Muruerix.

40



