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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN AUSIN BEST, OF AüGUSTA, GEORGA. 

FOLLOWER FOR FILING APPARATuS. 

2,455, 
Application filed July 27, 

to all thor it mity oncern: 
Be it known that I, join Aus'TIN BEST, a 

citizen if the United States, all : citizen (; 
Agusta. in the county of Richment an 
State i' (i.eorgia, have invented a new and 
usefirl in provement in Followers for Filing 
Alparat is, of which the following is a speci 
fication. . . & 

Aiy present invention relates generally to 
filingalparatus, and more particularly to a 
follower or a card supporting member, ny 
object being to provide a follower having 
means whereby it may be readily and effec 
tively secured in adjusted positiou and 
quickly and easily released when desired. 

it is my further object to provide such 
means that the operator may be free to de 
vote both hands to the movemeat of the foi 
lower block subsequent to its release. 
With these and other objects which, to 

gether with the advantages of my present 
invention, will be clearly apparent, from the 
following description, my invention resides 
in the features of construction, arrange 
ment and operation to be now described with 
respect to the accompanying drawing form 
ing a part of this specification, and in which, 

Figure 1 is a transverse vertical section 
through a filing apparatus illustrating my 
improved follower block and its locking and 
releasing means in elevation; Fig. 2 is a de 
tail sectional view taken substantially oil 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; iig. 3 is a view 
similar to Fig. 1 illustrating the adaptation 
of my invention to a filing apparat is en 
bodying a pair of foli (wer guities or stip 
porting membel's '1'a inged in horizontal 
aliene: ; and Fig. 4 is another similar 
view illustrating the adaptation of my in 
vention to a ?iliiga ai'i is eulo (lying fol 
lower guides or holding lemler's arranged 
in vertical alicine it. 

Referring to these iigures, iny improved 
follower couprises the usual follower block 
.\ which is no vally lotted upon its glide 
or holding 'id 3. 

\ointel tip? in the rear face if the ?ol 
lower lil): k \, is a lockiing rod (), said 'ol 
collising a pipel' light portioli (, ter'- 
iiilating at its per 'id in a 'll handle 
c', and a wet agilar perti i ri", the ex 
to inity ( , f' which is pivotally sincret at 
As will le noted, the tilt of : ') is of 
the to kills 'ici () is ill sist ti: y in rizon 
in ance it will it gilt' is teller 3, 
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locking rod are movable in guides of secured 
i) the follower block A in such a manner 
that all ovement of the rod in one direction 
('auses its angular portion c' to firmly en 
gage the guitle member 3 in such a manner 
ils to lock the follower biock against move 
lent thereon. In the last-mentioned posi 
tion, the upright portion c of the locking rod 
C engages the shouldered portion d of a 
keeper i) also secured upon the rear surface 
of the follower block. Titus it is only nec 
essary that the upright portion a of the lock 
ing rod be moved laterally in one direction 
and then slightly in a direction rearwardly 
froin the block A. in order to effect its re 
lease frin) the keeper I), and cousequently 
its release from the guile member B, as in 
dicated in clotte lines in Fig. 1. 
The foln of my invention as shown in 

Fig. 1 indicates the X reunity of the angu 
lar portiol) ( of the locking rod C as being 
pivoted at (; by means of a screw E. 

in case the follower block \, as shown 
in Fig. 3, is to be movably mounted upon a 
pair of horizontally a lined guide members 
3 and 3', a locking rod F., similar in con 
struction to the l'oel C previously described, 
may have the extremity of its lower angular 
portion floosely coiled a but the guide inem 
bel B whereby to for in its livot and en 
able the said angular position to bear against 
the other guide member 3, as will be clearly 
seen. Should the follower A', as shown in 
kig. 4, be movably mounted upon vertically 
aiined guide meinbei's 3 and 3", as shown 
in Fig. 4, however, the salue construction as 
illustrated in connection with Fig. is en 
ployed to operate in connection with the 
}(; we' of the guide members 3*. 

us from the foregoing, it will be un 
dest (od that with the parts in the lockett 
position as indicated in the several figures 
in ful lines, it is simply necessary to grasp 
the per handle end of the locking rol 
and nave the same laterally, and the e 
slightly to the rear of the follower block 
in order that it ulay be release from its 
keeper an at the saline time release the 
block for movement. Froli, this, it will be 
apai'ent that inasl) tich as the ticking rol 
(es not beetl () lie held in the release po 

sit is n, the olei';ator is free to use both hands 
in silii is the follower lock to the position 
lesi'i's, this being of consideralle avan 
tage. 'serially were only a single follower 
title "() is 't violet as the block if canted 

60 

65 

70. 

5 

Si, 

(5 

(h 



...) 
ineffective. 

; : upright portion and an angular end por 

in any direction iv.it 
its guide rod aid it::::ii' its movement. It 
will be further seen that my invention is 
simple and comparatively inexpensive, and 
may be readily installed in connection with 
follower blocks which either have no lock 
ing means or are provided with locking 
neans, the operation of which is faulty or 

i. ... - . . . . . . . . it's iO raily 'tigage 

claim :- 
i..' follower for filing apparatus, com 

i}rising the combination with a guide or 
islding member, of a follower block mov 
a lic on said member, a locking rod having 
tion, the extremity of which latter end por 
tion is pivoted in substantially the same 
horizontal plane with the said guide or hold 
iing member whereby lateral movement of 
the upright portion will cause the said angu 
a portion to bear against the said guide 
or holding inerinber and fictionally engage 
there with, and a keeper mounted on the fol 
lower block and with which the said up. 

O65,104 

right rod portion is engageable to maintain 
the rod in engaged position against the 
guide or holding member. 

2. A follower for filing apparatus, com: 
prising the combination with a pair of 
ruide or holding members in horizontal 
alinement, of a follower block movable on 
both of said members, a locking rod having 
an upright portion and a lower angular end 
portion, the extremity of which latter is 
loosely bent around one of the guide mem 
bers whereby lateral movement of the up 
right rod portion will cause the said angu 
lar portion to frictionally engage the other 
guide member, and a keeper mounted on the 
follower block and with which the said up 
right rod portion is engageable to hold its 
said angular portion against the said guide 
member. 

JOHN AUSTN BEST. 
Witnesses: 

R. A. TooLE, 
Etow. J. MU, FIERIN. 
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