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An apparatus for physically securing a tablet and a keyboard
to a tabletop of a display table or to another display surface
is described herein. The apparatus includes a main body, a
left arm and a right arm that are extendable and retractable
relative to the main body and a left side brace and a right side
brace attached respectively to the left arm and the right arm,
and configured to be secured to a left side and a right side,
respectively, of the tablet and the keyboard. The apparatus
further includes a back support extending from the top of the
main body with a top arm extending from the back support.
The top arm is extendable and retractable relative to the back
support along a plane that intersects the top of the main body
at an oblique angle.
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ADJUSTABLE APPARATUSES TO SECURE
ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO DISPLAY
TABLES

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

Embodiments of the present technology relate to appara-
tuses to physically secure electronic devices to tabletops of
display tables or to other display surfaces.

BACKGROUND

Portable electronic devices, such as tablets, are often sold
in retail stores. Tablets (tablet computers), as the term is used
herein, are generally formed as a rectangular body having a
display screen (e.g., touch screen) occupying most or all of
a primary surface. In some examples, one or more control
devices (e.g., buttons) may be provided on the same surface
as the touch screen and/or on secondary surfaces (e.g., on
side surfaces). In contrast to laptop computers (laptops),
tablets may not have built-in keyboards. While a portion of
a touchscreen may be configured as a keyboard by suitable
software, this may not be an ideal configuration (e.g.,
because significant screen area is consumed by the keyboard
and the keyboard is in the same plane as the display).

To provide additional functionality, a tablet may be used
with an external keyboard and/or other peripheral devices. In
some cases, an external keyboard and a tablet may be
arranged so that the keyboard is substantially horizontal and
the tablet forms an obtuse angle with the tablet (similar to
the keyboard and display screen of a laptop). A tablet stand
or support may be used to maintain a tablet in a suitable
orientation. In some examples, a case or protective cover
may be configurable to function as a tablet stand that
maintains a tablet at an appropriate angle for viewing while
the keyboard is substantially horizontal along the bottom
edge of the tablet. Such a case may enclose the tablet (and,
in some cases, the keyboard also) for protection when in a
closed configuration. A keyboard and/or case may be com-
patible with one or more tablet and may be sold with a tablet
as a package or may be purchased separately. A tablet and
keyboard may be displayed together in a retail store so that
a potential customer can experience using the tablet with a
keyboard.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present technology relate to an
apparatus for physically securing a tablet and a keyboard to
a tabletop of a display table or to another display surface, the
apparatus including a main body having a top, a bottom, and
walls that extend between the top and the bottom; a left slot
and a right slot in left and right walls respectively of the
main body; a left arm and a right arm that extend respec-
tively through the left slot and the right slot, the left and right
arms are extendable and retractable relative to the main
body; and a left side brace and a right side brace attached
respectively to the left arm and the right arm, and configured
to be secured to a left side and a right side, respectively, of
each of the tablet and the keyboard. The apparatus further
includes a front side brace extending from a front wall of the
main body; a back support extending from the top of the
main body; a top arm extending from the back support, the
top arm is extendable and retractable relative to the back
support along a plane that intersects the top of the main body
at an oblique angle; and a plurality of fasteners that extend
downward from the bottom of the main body and are
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2

attachable to a tabletop of a display table or to another
display surface to thereby secure the main body to the
tabletop or other display surface.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
further includes a first lock mechanism configured lock the
left and right arms in place after they have been at least
partially retracted to thereby secure sides of the keyboard
and the tablet to the main body; and the first lock mechanism
also configured to allow a user to selectively release the left
and right arms to thereby enable the left and right arms to be
extended to thereby allow the keyboard to be unsecured
from the main body.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
includes a second lock mechanism configured to lock the top
arm in place in an at least partially retracted position to
thereby secure a top edge of the tablet to the back support;
and the second lock mechanism also configured to allow a
user to selectively release the top arm to thereby enable the
top arm to be extended and enable the top edge of the tablet
to be unsecured from the back support.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the first and
second lock mechanisms are inaccessible when the main
body is attached to a tabletop or to another display surface
and the tablet is secured, thereby preventing someone from
releasing the left and right arms with the tablet and the
keyboard secured and the main body attached to the table-
top.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the back support
includes a lower portion that forms an acute angle with the
top of the main body and an upper portion that attaches the
top arm and includes a lock mechanism for the top arm, the
upper portion forming an obtuse angle with the lower
portion.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the acute angle
provides a space for a tablet stand such that the tablet,
keyboard, and tablet stand are securable together with the
tablet stand in a deployed configuration.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
further includes a blocker tab that is hinged about an axis
extending along the top of the main body where the back
support extends from the main body, the blocker tab con-
figurable to block a back portion of the top of the main body
in a first configuration and to open the back portion of the top
of the main body in a second configuration to accommodate
different types of tablet stands.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the left and right
side braces are configurable to secure a tablet in a first
position with a lower edge of the tablet located substantially
along the top of the main body and in a second position with
alower edge of the tablet displaced above the top of the main
body.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the left and right
side braces each form a first slot extending parallel to the top
of the main body to secure sides of the keyboard and a
second slot extending at an obtuse angle to the top of the
main body to secure sides of the tablet.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the front side
brace is hook-shaped in cross-section along a vertical plane
to engage a front edge of a keyboard, the front side brace
configurable to extend different distances from the front wall
of the main body to accommodate keyboards of different
sizes.

Embodiments of the present technology relate to an
apparatus for physically securing a tablet, keyboard, and
tablet stand to a tabletop of a display table or to another
display surface with the tablet stand deployed, the apparatus
including: a main body having a top surface; a back support
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extending from a back edge of the top surface, the back
support including a back support surface that extends along
a plane that forms an obtuse angle with the top surface to
support the tablet with the tablet stand deployed; a top arm
attached to the back support, the top arm extendable and
retractable relative to the back support to secure a top edge
of the tablet; a left arm, a right arm, and a front arm each of
which is extendable and retractable relative to the main
body; a left side brace and a right side brace, attached to the
left and right arms respectively, and configured to engage
left sides and right sides, respectively, of the keyboard and
the tablet with the tablet stand deployed,; a first lock mecha-
nism configured to lock the left and right arms in place with
the left and right arms at least partially retracted into the
main body to engage the keyboard and the tablet; and a
second lock mechanism configured to lock the top arm in
place with the top arm at least partially retracted with respect
to the back support.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the top arm is
spring-loaded to extend outward along the plane when the
second lock mechanism is disengaged to allow insertion of
the tablet; and the second lock mechanism includes a ratchet
to allow only inward movement of the top arm and prevent
outward movement of the top arm when the second lock
mechanism is engaged.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the second lock
mechanism is inaccessible with the tablet lying along the
back support surface.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the left side
brace and the right side brace each include a respective slot
extending along the plane to engage left and right sides
respectively of the tablet with the tablet lying along the back
support surface.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the left side
brace and the right side brace are configurable to engage a
lower edge of the tablet at a predetermined height above the
top surface in a first configuration and to engage left and
right sides of the tablet and not the lower edge of the tablet
in a second configuration.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the back support
includes a lower portion that that forms an acute angle with
the top surface such that with the tablet in place extending
along the plane, the tablet, top surface, and the lower portion
form a volume that is triangular in cross-section to accom-
modate the tablet stand.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
further includes a blocker tab that is configurable to block at
least a portion of the top surface in the volume in a first
configuration to accommodate a tablet stand having a first
horizontal extent and to leave the portion of the top surface
in the volume open in a second configuration to accommo-
date a tablet stand having a second horizontal extent.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
further includes a plurality of fasteners that extend down-
ward from a bottom surface of the main body and are
attachable to a tabletop of a display table or to another
display surface to thereby secure the main body to the
tabletop or other display surface.

Embodiments of the present technology relate to an
apparatus for physically securing a tablet, keyboard, and
tablet stand in a deployed configuration to a tabletop of a
display table or to another display surface, the apparatus
comprising: a main body having a top surface, a bottom
surface, and walls that extend between the top and bottom
surfaces; a left slot in a left wall of the main body; a left arm
that extends through the left slot and is extendable and
retractable relative to the main body; a left side brace

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

attached to the left arm, the left side brace including a lower
slot parallel to the top surface to secure a left side of the
keyboard and an upper slot at an obtuse angle to the lower
slot to secure the left side of the tablet; a right slot in a right
wall of the main body; a right arm that extends through the
right slot and is extendable and retractable relative to the
main body; a right side brace attached to the right arm, the
right side brace including a lower slot parallel to the top
surface to secure a right side of the keyboard and an upper
slot at an obtuse angle to the lower slot to secure the right
side of the tablet; a front side brace extending from a front
wall of the main body and forming a front slot to secure a
front edge of the keyboard; a back support extending from
the top surface of the main body; a top arm extending from
the back support, the top arm is extendable and retractable
relative to the back support along a plane that intersects the
top surface of the main body at an oblique angle; and a
plurality of fasteners that extend downward from the bottom
surface of the main body and are attachable to a tabletop of
a display table or to another display surface to thereby secure
the main body to the tabletop or other display surface.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the apparatus
further comprises: a first ratchet configured to secure the left
and right arms in place in a retracted position; a first spring
configured to extend the left and right arms from the main
body in response to release of the first ratchet; a second
ratchet configured to secure the top arm in place in a
retracted position; and a second spring configured to extend
the top arm from the back support in response to release of
the second ratchet.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an example of a tablet, tablet stand, and
keyboard.

FIGS. 2A-C illustrate an example of an adjustable mount
for a tablet, tablet stand, and keyboard, according to an
embodiment of the present technology.

FIGS. 3A-E illustrate examples of extension and retrac-
tion of arms of an adjustable mount.

FIGS. 4A-]J illustrate examples of extension and retraction
of a top arm of an adjustable mount.

FIGS. 5A-B illustrate examples of a configurable front
side brace of an adjustable mount.

FIGS. 6A-D illustrate examples of configurable side
braces of an adjustable mount.

FIGS. 7A-B illustrate a configurable blocker tab of an
adjustable mount.

FIGS. 8A-D illustrate an example of insertion of a tablet,
tablet stand, and keyboard in an adjustable mount.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of an adjustable mount
attached to a surface to secure a tablet, keyboard, and tablet
stand.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present technology generally relate
to apparatuses that can be used to physically secure tablets
and keyboards to tabletops of display tables or to other
display surfaces. The benefits, features, and advantages of
the various embodiments of the present technology will
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become better understood with regard to the following
description and accompanying drawings. The following
description is presented to enable one of ordinary skill in the
art to make and use embodiments of the present technology
as provided within the context of a particular application and
its requirements. Various modifications to the embodiments
described herein will, however, be apparent to one skilled in
the art, and the general principles defined herein may be
applied to other embodiments. Therefore, the embodiments
of the present invention are not intended to be limited to the
particular embodiments shown and described herein, but are
to be accorded the widest scope consistent with the prin-
ciples and novel features herein disclosed.

FIG. 1 shows an example of a tablet 10 and keyboard 12
with a tablet stand 14 formed by a portion of a case 16 in side
view. In this example, the case 16 is deployed as a tablet
stand by folding it as shown so that it maintains tablet 10 at
an appropriate angle for viewing (this angle may be fixed or
may be adjustable by a user in some designs). When not
deployed as a tablet stand, case 16 may fold about tablet 10
to cover touchscreen 18 of tablet 10. Case 16 may be
attached to keyboard 12 to maintain keyboard 12 in the
location shown (along the bottom edge of tablet 10) when
deployed and to enclose keyboard 12 with tablet 10 when
not deployed. Other tablet stands may not fold in this
manner and the present technology is not limited to any
particular type of tablet stand (e.g., a tablet stand may not be
formed from a case). Tablet 10 and keyboard 12 may be
communicatively coupled by an appropriate coupling, which
may be a wired coupling (e.g., USB) or wireless (e.g.,
Bluetooth).

In order to provide a potential buyer with a realistic user
experience in a retail store, a tablet and a keyboard may be
displayed together in a configuration similar to that shown in
FIG. 1 (e.g., with a tablet stand in a deployed configuration
holding a tablet and a keyboard ready for use). Such a
display provides certain security challenges. For example,
an apparatus that may secure a tablet alone may not accom-
modate a tablet and a keyboard deployed as shown. An
apparatus that is designed to secure a laptop may not
adequately secure a combination of a tablet and a keyboard
that are easily separable and may not accommodate a
deployed tablet stand.

FIG. 2A is a side view of an adjustable tablet security
mount 102, according to an embodiment of the present
technology, which can be used to mount a tablet, a keyboard,
and a deployed tablet stand (e.g., substantially as illustrated
in FIG. 1) to a tabletop of a display table or to another
display surface. The adjustable tablet security mount 102
can also be referred to more succinctly herein as the security
mount 102, or even more succinctly as the mount 102. FIG.
2B shows a perspective view of the mount 102 and FIG. 2C
shows an exploded view of the mount 102 introduced in
FIG. 2A. As will be appreciated from the following discus-
sion, because of the adjustability of the security mount 102
it can beneficially be used with tablets of various different
dimensions, keyboards of various different dimensions, and
tablet stands (including stands formed by folding cases) of
various different dimensions, including various different
widths, depths, and thicknesses.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the mount 102 is shown as includ-
ing a main body 112, a back support 134, a top arm 136, a
top brace 138, a right side brace 1426 (FIG. 2A shows the
right side of mount 102), and a front side brace 142¢. The
main body 112 is shown as including a right side slot 11554
in the right wall of main body 112, which can also be
referred to more specifically as the right side slot 11556. A
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similar slot is provided in the left wall for a corresponding
left arm. Extending downward from the bottom of main
body 112 are fasteners 119 (e.g., threaded bolts).

Back support 134 extends from a back edge of upper
surface 1124 of main body 112 and may be securely attached
to main body 112 (e.g., main body 112 and back support 134
may be formed of steel or other suitable metal or alloy and
may be welded together for security). Back support 134
includes a lower portion 134a, which forms an acute angle
with upper surface 112a¢ of main body 112, and an upper
portion 1345, which is angled with respect to lower portion
134a and forms a back support surface 134¢ for a tablet (e.g.,
extends along a plane at an angle that is compatible with a
user viewing angle and with angles provided by tablet stands
to be displayed). Top arm 136 is attached to upper portion
1344 and is configurable to extend to accommodate tablets
of different sizes. Top brace 138 is hook-shaped in cross-
section from the side as illustrated in FIG. 2A in order to
engage a top edge of a tablet. Top arm 136 and top brace 138
may be integrally formed (e.g., from a single piece of metal),
welded together, or otherwise joined in a secure manner.

A blocker tab 140 is shown blocking a portion of an upper
surface 112a of main body 112. Blocker tab 140 is hinged
along the base of lower portion 134a so that it can be
configured to accommodate different tablet stands (tablet
stands of different horizontal extent). In the configuration
shown, blocker tab 140 is down and occupies a back portion
of upper surface 112a¢ while in another configuration,
blocker tab 140 is rotated upwards (e.g., into lower portion
134a) to leave upper surface 1124 clear as far as the bottom
of lower portion 134a. This allows tablet stands of different
sizes to be accommodated in the space formed in the acute
angle between upper surface 112a and lower portion 134a of
back support 134 (space or volume that is triangular in
cross-section shown) without freedom of movement that
might allow a tablet stand and/or keyboard and/or tablet to
be worked free of securing features.

FIG. 2B shows a perspective view of mount 102 including
main body 112, left side brace 142a, right side brace 1425,
front side brace 142c¢, right side slot 1155, back support 134
including back support surface 134c¢, top arm 136, top brace
138, and blocker tab 140.

FIG. 2C shows an exploded view of mount 102 including
a cover plate 118 that covers the bottom of main body 112
(forming the bottom surface of main body 112) and is
attached by screws 113. Because screws 113 are accessed
from below, they are inaccessible when mount 102 is
attached to a surface (e.g., bolted by fasteners 119). Also
shown is cover plate 1344 that forms back support surface
134¢. With cover plate 134d removed as shown, top arm 136
is clearly visible including features that allow top arm 136
and top brace 138 to extend and retract (described in more
detail below).

Front side brace 142¢ is shown displaced above main
body 112 and rows of indentations 143« (teeth) are shown
along edges of front side brace 142¢ so that they can engage
corresponding rows of indentations 1435 formed along sides
of a recessed portion of main body 112. This allows the
position of front side brace 142¢ to be secured when front
side brace 142¢ is in position (e.g., screwed to main body
112) with indentations 1434 engaging indentations 1435 and
allows the position off front side brace 142¢ to be changed
when it is raised to disengage indentations 1434 and 14354.

FIG. 2C shows left side brace 1424 and right side brace
14254 in a retracted position (close main body 112). While
not visible in FIG. 2C, left side brace 142a, right side brace
14254 are attached to corresponding arms that enable them to
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extend outward from main body 112 to facilitate attachment
of a tablet, keyboard and/or tablet stand.

FIG. 3A shows left arm 1224, right arm 1225, and right
side brace 1425 respectively, extending outward from main
body 112. FIG. 3A is shown from below with the bottom
surface of main body 112 (bottom of cover plate 118)
exposed. Cover plate 118 covers parts of left arm 122a and
right arm 1224. Cover plate 118 includes an opening expos-
ing tab 162, which may be accessed when mount 102 is not
mounted on a surface to allow left arm 122¢ and right arm
1226 to be extended. The left arm 122a and the right arm
1224 are extendable and retractable out of and into respec-
tive slots in the main body 112. In accordance with certain
embodiments, the left arm 122¢ and the right arm 12254
move in concert with one another, i.e., in tandem. More
specifically, in certain embodiments, manually maneuvering
one of the left and right arms 1224, 1225 will cause the other
one of the arms to be maneuvered. For example, maneuver-
ing the left arm 122q further out of the left slot will also
cause the right arm 1225 to be maneuvered further out of the
right slot, and vice versa. Conversely, pushing the left arm
122a further into the left slot will also cause the right arm
1224 to be pushed further into the right slot, and vice versa.
This will ensure that a component (e.g., tablet and/or key-
board) that is secured to the mount 102 is centered left to
right. The front side brace 142¢ is also movable with respect
to main body 112. The maneuverability of the left and right
arms 122a, 1225 enables the mount 102 to be used with
tablets and keyboards of various different widths. The
maneuverability of the front side brace 142¢ and blocker tab
140 enables the mount 102 to be used with keyboards and
tablet stands of various different depths. The terms maneu-
verability and adjustability are often used interchangeably
herein.

The left side brace 142a, the right side brace 1425, and the
front side brace 142¢ can also be referred to collectively as
the side braces 142, or individually as a side brace 142. In
certain embodiments one or more of the side braces 142 are
adjustable. In alternative embodiments the side braces 142
are not adjustable and are configured for use with tablets and
keyboards having a relatively narrow range of thicknesses.

Various mechanical systems may be used to facilitate
extension and retraction of left arm 1224 and right arm 1225
(and with them left side brace 142a and right side brace
142b). Certain examples of such systems are described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/572,296, filed on Sep.
16, 2019, and published as Publication Number 2021/
0059437, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety. FIGS. 3B-C illustrate an example of a mechanical
system for extension and retraction of arms in the extended
and retracted configurations respectively, including a lock-
ing mechanism to lock arms in a retracted or partially
retracted position. FIG. 3B shows a circular gear 152 that
includes teeth 153 around its circumference. The toothed
edge formed by the teeth 1294 of the posterior appendage
126a of the left arm 122a provide a first rack gear. Similarly,
the toothed edge formed by the teeth 1296 of the posterior
appendage 1265 of the right arm 1225 provide for a second
rack gear. The teeth 153 of the circular gear 152 intermesh
with these first and second rack gears to thereby cause the
left arm 122a and the right arm 1224 to move in and out
relative to the main body 112 in tandem with one another.

FIGS. 3B and 3C are bottom views of components of the
mount 102 with the bottom cover plate 118 of the main body
112 removed to better show how the innerworkings of the
mount 102 operate. In FIG. 3B the left and right arms 122a,
122b, are in their fully extended positions. In FIG. 3C the
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left and right arms 122a, 1225, are in their fully retracted
positions. Referring to FIGS. 3B and 3C, expansion coils of
springs 172a and 1724 are used to bias the left and right arms
122a, 1226 in their fully extended position. More specifi-
cally, the spring 172a is fastened between a portion of the
posterior appendage 126a (of the left arm 122q) and a peg
or fastener that is attached to the main body 112. The spring
1725 is fastened between a portion of the posterior append-
age 1265 (of the right arm 1225) and another peg or fastener
that is attached to the main body 112. Each of the expansion
springs 172a-b, which can also be referred to as extension
springs 172, is used to carry an amount of tension in between
its coils in order to keep them together and be used to store
energy when pulled apart by a force. In FIG. 3B, where the
arms 122 are in their fully extended positions, the springs
172 are in their tightly coiled normal or relaxed state
wherein their coils are not stretched or expanded. So long as
the arms 122 are at least partially retracted, the springs 172
will be at least partially stretched or expanded and generate
an outward force on respective arms. In FIG. 3C, where the
arms 122 are in their fully retracted positions, the springs
172 are in stretched or extended, and the springs 172 will
attempt to return to their tightly coiled normal or relaxed
state. As will be described in additional detail below, a lock
mechanism prevents this from happening until a user desires
this to happen, and more generally, until a user releases the
lock mechanism using tab 162. In accordance with certain
embodiments, in response to a lock mechanism being
released while the arms are in at least partially retracted
positions (e.g., because the mount 102 was being used to
secure a tablet thereto), energy stored by the springs 172 will
cause the arms to automatically move to their fully extended
positions.

As can be seen in FIGS. 3B and 3C, some of the pegs 135
or fasteners that are attached to the main body extend
through various channels (e.g., channels 127a, 1284, 131a,
132a, 1276, 1286, 1315, 1325) within the arms 1224, 1225,
to act as guides for the arms 122, and maintain proper
alignment of the arms 122 relative to the main body 112 and
one another.

Referring to FIGS. 3B and 3C, elements of a lock mecha-
nism include a pawl 164 and a spring 163. The pawl 164 is
pivotable about a pivot point (provided by a peg or fastener)
and includes teeth 165 that are configured to be selectively
engaged with teeth 13356 on left arm 1224, to thereby
selectively lock the left arm 122a in place. Since the left and
right arms 122¢ and 1225 move in tandem due to the gear
152, as explained above, when the left arm 1224 is locked
in place the right arm 1225 is also locked in place.

The pawl 164 is maneuverable, e.g., rotatable by a finger
of a user against tab 162, into either a lock position or a
release position. When the pawl 164 is in its lock position (as
shown in FIG. 3C) the teeth 165 intermesh with the teeth
1335 of the left arm 122a to thereby lock all the arms 1224,
12254, in place (e.g., after a tablet and keyboard have been
secured to the main body 112 of the mount 102). Spring 163
biases pawl 164 to maintain pawl 164 in the lock position.
When the pawl is rotated to the release position (as shown
in FIG. 3B) the teeth 165 are moved away from the teeth
1335 of the left arm 1224 to thereby release all the arms
122a, 1225 and causing arms 122 to extend outward due to
force exerted by springs 172. This may allow removal of a
tablet and keyboard that had been secured to the main body
112 of the mount 102. Returning arms from the extended
position to an at least partially retracted position (e.g., to
secure a tablet and keyboard) does not require rotation of
pawl 164 by a user. Teeth 165 and 1335 have engaging
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surfaces that allow arms to ratchet inwards but prevent arms
from extending without manual intervention (e.g., ratchet
formed by teeth 165 and 1335 allow only inward move-
ment). In this way, a tablet and keyboard may be secured
without access to tab 162 (e.g., with mount 102 bolted to a
surface) if arms are initially extended. Because arms 1224,
12256 are ratcheted and spring-loaded, configuration and
adjustment for different sized components may be easily
achieved without specialized tools.

FIGS. 3D-E illustrate additional features of mount 102
with cover plate 118 removed to show arms 122qa, 1225 in
the extended and retracted positions with respect to main
body 112. FIG. 3D shows how arms 122a, 1225 extend
outward of main body 112 in the extended position. Circular
gear 152 engages teeth 1294, 1295 to ensure that arms 122a,
1224 extend equally on either side of main body 112. Pawl
164 is rotated to allow full extension in this illustration.
Front side brace 142¢ can also be seen from below in this
perspective.

FIG. 3E shows arms 122a, 1225 with pawl 164 locking
arms 122a, 1225 in the retracted position (teeth 165 of pawl
164 engaging teeth 1335 of left side arm 122a). Arms 1224,
1225 may be moved together from the extended position of
FIGS. 3B and 3D to the retracted position of FIGS. 3C and
3E by pushing in on arms 122a, 1225. Arms 1224, 1225 may
be moved together from the retracted position of FIGS. 3C
and 3E to the extended position of FIGS. 3B and 3D by
disengaging pawl 164 to allow spring loaded arms 122a,
1226 to return to the extended position.

In addition to left and right arms 122a, 1225, mount 102
includes top arm 136, which is also extendable and retract-
able in a similar manner to arms 122a-b to facilitate securing
a tablet (e.g., by allowing top brace 138 to engage a top edge
of a tablet).

FIG. 4A shows an example of mount 102 with both left
and right arms 122a-b extended (as in FIG. 3B) and with top
arm 136 also extended (e.g., in an open or load position to
allow loading of components such as a tablet, keyboard, and
tablet stand. Blocker tab 140 is raised leaving the upper
surface 112a of main body 112 open. In contrast, FIG. 4B
shows mount 102 with left and right arms retracted into main
body 112 (and therefore not visible) and with top arm 136
also retracted (e.g., in a closed or locked position to secure
components previously loaded). Top arm 136 may extend
and retract using a suitable mechanism, for example, a
second lock mechanism similar to the first lock mechanism
used for left and right arms 122a-b (example illustrated in
FIGS. 3B-C) or otherwise. FIG. 4B shows a tab 462 that may
be used to release top arm 136 so that it extends.

FIGS. 4C-J show an example of operation of a mechanism
for extension and retraction of top arm 136 and top brace
138. FIGS. 4C-D show top arm 136 in an extended position
(as in FIG. 4A) in front view and cross-sectional view
respectively, with cover plate 1344 removed to better show
the inner workings. FIGS. 4E-F show top arm 136 in a
retraced position (as in FIG. 4B) in front view and cross-
sectional view respectively. FIGS. 4G-H show mount 102
including top arm 136 in the extended position in front view
and cross-sectional view respectively. FIGS. 41-J show top
mount 102 including top arm 136 in the retracted position in
front view and cross-sectional view respectively.

Referring to FIG. 4C, coil spring 172¢ is used to bias top
arm 136 in its fully extended position. More specifically,
spring 172¢ is fastened between a portion of left appendage
402 of top arm 136 and a peg or fastener that is attached to
upper portion 1345 of back support 134. Spring 173¢ is used
to carry an amount of tension when coils are pulled apart by
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a force. So long as top arm 136 is at least partially retracted
with respect to upper portion 1345, spring 173¢ will be at
least partially stretched or expanded and generate an upward
force on top arm 136. In FIGS. 4E-F, where top arm 136 is
in its fully retracted position, spring 172¢ is stretched or
extended and will attempt to return to its tightly coiled
normal or relaxed state. A lock mechanism prevents this
from happening until a user desires this to happen, and more
generally, until a user releases the lock mechanism using tab
462. In accordance with certain embodiments, in response to
a lock mechanism being released while top arm 136 is in an
at least partially retracted position (e.g., because mount 102
was being used to secure a tablet thereto), energy stored by
spring 172¢ will cause top arm to automatically move to its
fully extended position.

As can be seen in FIGS. 4C-F, some pegs 135 or fasteners
that are attached to upper portion 1345 extend through
various channels in top arm 136 to act as guides for top arm
136 and maintain proper alignment of top arm 136. For
example, channels 404 and 406 in left appendage 402 and
slots 408 and 410 in right appendage 412 each have a
respective peg 135 extending through them to provide
alignment. In addition, bushings 414 extending from upper
portion 1345 provide additional guiding and alignment by
engaging outer edges of left appendage 402 and right
appendage 412 as top arm 136 extends and retracts.

Referring to FIGS. 4C and 4E, elements of a lock mecha-
nism include a pawl 420 and a spring 422. Pawl 420 is
slidable along direction of travel (laterally, in FIGS. 4C and
4E) and includes teeth 424 that are configured to be selec-
tively engaged with teeth 426 on left appendage 402, to
thereby lock top arm 136 in place. Guide pins 428 extend
from pawl 420, through holes in block 431, which is
attached to upper portion 1345 to constrain travel of pawl
420 to straight-line travel in a direction perpendicular to
teeth 426.

Pawl 420 is maneuverable, e.g., slidable by a finger of a
user against tab 462, into either a lock position or a release
position. When pawl 164 is in its lock position (as shown in
FIG. 4F) teeth 424 intermesh with teeth 426 to thereby lock
to top arm 136 in place (e.g., after a tablet and keyboard have
been secured to back support 134 of mount 102). Spring 422
biases pawl 420 to maintain pawl 420 in the lock position.
When pawl 420 is withdrawn to the release position, the
teeth 424 are moved away from teeth 426 to thereby release
top arm 136 and cause top arm 136 to extend upward due to
force exerted by spring 172¢. Returning top arm from the
extended position to an at least partially retracted position
(e.g., to secure a tablet) does not require sliding pawl 420.
Teeth 424 and 426 have engaging surfaces that allow top
arm 136 to ratchet downwards but prevent top arm 136 from
extending upward without manual intervention. In this way,
a tablet may be secured without access to tab 462 (e.g., with
a tablet on back support surface 136¢ obscuring tab 462) but
cannot be released without manual intervention. Releasing
top arm 136 requires access to tab 462 and cannot be
performed with a tablet in place. Because top arm 136 (like
left and right arms 122a, 122b) is ratcheted and spring-
loaded, configuration and adjustment for different sized
components may be easily achieved without specialized
tools.

While pawl 420 slides in a straight-line and pawl 164
rotates, these are examples and are not intended to be
limiting (e.g., both pawls could be rotating or sliding, or
some other locking mechanism could be used at one or both
locations.
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FIG. 4D, which is a side view of top arm 136, shows
additional features of top arm 136 that are not visible in the
front view of FIG. 4C. FIG. 4D shows that top brace 138 is
hook-shaped in cross-section along a vertical plane and also
shows protective plate 430 that extends behind appendages
402 and 412 to protect appendages and the locking mecha-
nism, including pawl 420 and spring 422, and thereby
prevent unauthorized access that might allow top arm 136 to
be released. Protective plate 430 extends down so that even
with top arm 136 in the extended position, there is no
significant gap between protective plate 430 and upper
portion 1345 and, as shown in FIG. 4F, there is significant
overlap between these elements when top arm 136 is
retracted. FIG. 4F shows top arm 136 in the retracted
position in the same view as FIG. 4D.

Front side brace 142c¢ is adjustable using sets of inter-
locking teeth. Unlike left and right side braces 142a, 1425,
and top brace 138, in the embodiment shown front side brace
142¢ is not attached to a spring-loaded arm with locking
mechanism. In an alternative embodiment, which is not
shown, front side brace 142 can also be attached to a spring
loaded arm with locking mechanism. As previously illus-
trated in FIG. 2C, front side brace 142¢ may be unscrewed
from main body 112 for adjustment.

FIGS. 4G-H show mount 102 with top arm 136 in the
extended position (corresponding to FIGS. 4C-D) with
respect to main body 112. Arms 1224, 1225 are shown in the
extended position also (e.g., for loading a tablet, keyboard,
and tablet stand). Front side brace 142¢ is also shown (may
be adjusted prior to loading components). Blocker tab 142 is
shown in the down position.

FIG. 4H shows a cross-sectional view of mount 102 along
A-A of FIG. 4G including main body 112, back support 134,
top arm 136, top brace 138, and blocker plate 140.

FIGS. 41-]J show mount 102 with top arm 136 in the
retracted position (corresponding to FIGS. 4E-F) with
respect to main body 112. For example, top arm 136 may be
pushed from the extended position to the retracted position
to lock a tablet in place.

FIG. 4] shows a cross-sectional view of mount 102 along
A-A of FIG. 41 including main body 112, back support 134,
top arm 136, and blocker plate 140.

FIG. 5A shows front side brace 142¢ retracted to hold a
relatively small keyboard or keyboard/tablet stand combi-
nation. Screws 552 hold left side appendage 554 and right
side appendage 556 in corresponding cutouts in the upper
surface 112a of main body 112 so that indentations along
sides of left and right side appendages 554 and 556 engage
corresponding indentations along sides of cutouts. Screw-
driver 550 may be used to loosen or remove screws 552,
thereby allowing front side brace 142¢ to be lifted and
adjusted so that the front slot formed by front side brace
142¢ secures the front edge of the keyboard.

FIG. 5B shows front side brace 142¢ extended to hold a
relatively large keyboard or keyboard/tablet stand combina-
tion. Front side brace 142¢ may be adjusted by loosening
screws 552, raising front side brace 142¢, and extending or
retracting it. Front side brace is configurable to extend
different distances from the front wall of the main body to
accommodate keyboards of different sizes. For example, a
larger keyboard may extend out beyond the front wall of
main body 112 with front side brace 142¢ configured as
shown.

Left and right side braces 142a, 1425 may be configured
to hold both a keyboard and a tablet when corresponding left
and right arms 122a, 1225 are retracted. For example, each
side brace may form two slots, a lower slot (which may
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extend substantially parallel to main body 112) to hold a side
or edge of a keyboard and an upper slot (which may extend
where a tablet is to be located, e.g., along a plane that
intersects main body 112 at an obtuse angle and is parallel
to back support surface 136¢ so that a tablet lying along back
support surface 136¢ lies within the upper slot.

FIG. 6A shows left side brace 142a attached to left arm
122a in side view. A lower slot 660 extends parallel to left
arm 122a (and parallel to main body 112) to hold a keyboard
while an upper slot 662 extends at an oblique angle with
respect to lower slot 660 (oblique angle with respect to arm
122a and main body 112) to hold a tablet. Left side brace
142a may be formed integrally with left arm 122a (e.g.,
welded together) or may be separable (e.g., bolted or
screwed in a secure manner).

Different brace configurations may be used to accommo-
date different keyboard/tablet/support combinations. For
example, in some configurations, a lower edge of a tablet
may lie close to, or in contact with, a rear edge of a keyboard
(e.g., as shown in FIG. 1) while in other configurations, a
lower edge of a tablet may be displaced vertically so that
there is some gap between the rear edge of the keyboard (and
upper surface 112a of main body 112) and the lower edge of
the tablet. Adjustable brace features may accommodate
these and other configurations. For example, a removable
clip (e.g., 664, discussed below) may be used to either close
the lower end of upper slot 662 to capture a lower corner of
a tablet above main body 112 in a first configuration or leave
upper slot 662 open down to main body 112 in a second
configuration.

FIG. 6B shows an L-shaped clip 664 attached to left side
brace 1424 in a first configuration to block upper slot 662
and hold the lower edge (lower corners) of a tablet at a
predetermined height above main body 112 (e.g., a height
corresponding to a particular tablet stand that is to be used
with a tablet in a retail display). In this configuration, left
side brace 142a (and right side brace 14254, which may be
similarly configured) hold lower corners of a tablet.

FIG. 6C shows rotation of clip 664 to change configura-
tion by unblocking upper slot 662. Clip 664 may be
unscrewed from left side brace 142a and rotated as illus-
trated and screwed back in place in a reversed orientation
compared with FIG. 6B. While omitting clip 664 is also
possible, reducing gaps between displayed components and
features of mount 102 generally reduces risk of a thief
inserting tools that might be used to damage or pry com-
ponents.

FIG. 6D shows clip 664 attached in a second configura-
tion so that upper slot 662 is open and a tablet can extend
down to main body 112. In this configuration, left and right
side braces 142a, 1425 hold edges of a tablet (not corners).

Blocker tab 140 may be configurable to have different
configurations to accommodate tablet stands of different
sizes. The example presented here has two configurations: in
a first configuration blocker tab 140 blocks a portion of the
upper surface of main body 112 (e.g., as shown in FIG. 2A)
and in a second configuration blocker tab 140 leaves the top
surface of main body 112 open (e.g., as shown in FIG. 4A).

FIG. 7A shows an example of blocker tab 140 being
reconfigured from the second position, in which it is retained
within lower portion 134a of back support 134, into the first
position, in which it occupies a portion of upper surface of
main body 112. Blocker tab 140 may be maintained in the
second position by any suitable mechanism, for example, a
magnet, clip or other such feature so that it stays in the
second position and can be easily rotated down into the first
position when desired. Blocker tab 140 is hinged about an
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axis that extends along the top of main body 112 where
lower portion 134a extends from the main body so that
blocker tab 140 is configurable to block a portion of upper
surface 112a of main body 112.

FIG. 7B shows blocker tab 140 in the first position, lying
along the upper surface of main body 112. Blocker tab 140
includes a flange 880 that is located to block a tablet stand
and prevent it from being pushed backward (e.g., to prevent
release of a keyboard from front side brace 142¢. Blocker
tab 140 includes threaded holes 882 to allow blocker tab 140
to be screwed to main body 112. Screws 884 are provided in
housing 886 for this purpose. Screws may be screwed into
threaded holes 882 from below so that the screws are
inaccessible when mount 102 is attached to a surface.
Housing 886 may also contain a magnet to maintain blocker
tab 140 in the second (raised) position by attaching it to
lower portion 134a. The two configurations may be used to
accommodate different sized and/or types of tablet stands
according to their horizontal extent. For example, blocker
tab 140 may be in the lower configuration (as in FIG. 7B) to
accommodate a tablet stand with a relatively small horizon-
tal extent and may be in the upper configuration to accom-
modate a tablet stand with a relatively large horizontal
extent. Other blocker plate arrangements (e.g., with more
than two possible configurations) may also be used to
accommodate a range of different tablet stands.

FIG. 8A illustrates how a tablet 10, keyboard 12 con-
nected to tablet 10, and tablet stand 14 (deployed to support
the tablet) can be placed on the security mount 102 when the
left, right, and top arms of the security mount 102 are in
extended positions (e.g., as shown in FIG. 4A). Left, right,
and top braces 142a, 1425 and 138 are clear of tablet 10 and
keyboard 12 in this configuration to allow keyboard 12 to be
placed on main body 112 and the front edge of keyboard 12
to be slid under front side brace 142¢ as shown in FIG. 8B.

With tablet 10, keyboard 12 and tablet stand 14 in place,
left and right arms 122a, 12256, and top arm 136 may be
retracted by pushing them inwards as illustrated in FIG. 8C
(ratcheted to allow retraction but not extension) so that left
side brace 1424, right side brace 1426 engage the sides of
tablet 10 and sides of keyboard 12 and top brace 138
engages the top edge of tablet 10. FIG. 8D shows the result
of'this retraction with tablet 10 and keyboard 12 held by left
and right side braces 142a, 1425, front side brace 142¢ and
top brace 138. With main body 112 bolted to a table or other
surface, these braces cannot be extended and tablet 10 and
keyboard 12 cannot be released.

Each of the elements of the security mount 102 are
preferably made of a strong metal or alloy (aka metal/alloy)
so that the security mount 102 is sturdy and cannot be
readily bent, cut through, or otherwise broken or tempered
with. For example, such elements can be made of steel.
Different elements of the security mount 102 can be made of
the same metal/alloy or different metals/alloys than other
elements. All or subsets of such elements can be painted,
powder coated, or otherwise covered to have any desired
color and appearance. Certain elements of the security
mount 102 can be molded, cast and/or machined. Certain
elements of the security mount 102, such as the arms 122,
cover plates 1344, 118, and side braces 142 that are fixed in
height, can be made from blanks that are cut (e.g., laser cut
or mechanically cut) or stamped from a sheet of metal/alloy,
and then bent if appropriate into a desired final configura-
tion. It would also be possible that certain elements, such as
cover plates 1344, 118 be made of a strong plastic, since they
won’t be accessible while the mount 102 is securing com-
ponents to a display surface.
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FIG. 9, which includes a side view of the mount 102 with
tablet 10, keyboard 12, and tablet stand 14 secured to the
mount 102, shows how the mount 102 can be secured to a
tabletop 240 of a display table. More specifically, fasteners
119 that extend downward from the main body 112 of the
mount 102, can be inserted through respective through-holes
in the tabletop 240. As can best be seen in FIG. 9, nuts 190
(e.g., wingnuts) and/or other fastener hardware can then be
used to secure the main body 112 of the mount 102 to the
tabletop 240 of a display table from the underside of the
tabletop 240. Preferably, the underside of the tabletop 240 is
made inaccessible to customers and potential thieves in a
retail store, e.g., by being encased in a locked enclosure.
This way potential thieves cannot remove the security mount
102 from the display table, and thus, components that are
secured to the display table by the security mount 102.

The security mounts of the embodiments of the present
technology can be used to secure one or more of a tablet,
keyboard, and tablet stand to other display surfaces besides
a horizontal display table. For example, such apparatuses
can also be used to secure components to a vertical display
wall, if desired, or more generally, to any one of various
different types of display surfaces. As could be appreciated
from the above discussion, because of the adjustability of the
security mount 102 it can beneficially be used with tablets,
keyboards, and tablet stands of various different dimensions,
including various different widths, depths, and thicknesses.
Security mount 102 is extremely versatile and may also be
used to secure other components or combinations of com-
ponents including, for example, a tablet without a keyboard
and/or tablet stand, a laptop, or other component(s). For
example, while security mount 102 accommodates various
tablet stands, it may also accommodate a tablet and key-
board without a tablet stand, or a tablet alone.

The description of the present disclosure has been pre-
sented for purposes of illustration and description, but is not
intended to be exhaustive or limited to the disclosure in the
form disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art without depart-
ing from the scope and spirit of the disclosure. The aspects
of the disclosure herein were chosen and described in order
to best explain the principles of the disclosure and the
practical application, and to enable others of ordinary skill
in the art to understand the disclosure with various modifi-
cations as are suited to the particular use contemplated.

The disclosure has been described in conjunction with
various embodiments. However, other variations and modi-
fications to the disclosed embodiments can be understood
and effected from a study of the drawings, the disclosure,
and the appended claims, and such variations and modifi-
cations are to be interpreted as being encompassed by the
appended claims. In the claims, the word “comprising” does
not exclude other elements or steps, and the indefinite article
“a” or “an” does not exclude a plurality.

For purposes of this document, it should be noted that the
dimensions of the various features depicted in the figures
may not necessarily be drawn to scale.

For purposes of this document, reference in the specifi-
cation to “an embodiment,” “one embodiment,” ‘“‘some
embodiments,” or “another embodiment” may be used to
describe different embodiments or the same embodiment.

For purposes of this document, a connection may be a
direct connection or an indirect connection (e.g., via one or
more other parts). In some cases, when an element is
referred to as being connected or coupled to another ele-
ment, the element may be directly connected to the other
element or indirectly connected to the other element via
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intervening elements. When an element is referred to as
being directly connected to another element, then there are
no intervening elements between the element and the other
element.

For purposes of this document, without additional con-
text, use of numerical terms such as a “first” object, a
“second” object, and a “third” object may not imply an
ordering of objects, but may instead be used for identifica-
tion purposes to identify different objects.

The foregoing detailed description has been presented for
purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to
be exhaustive or to limit the subject matter claimed herein to
the precise form(s) disclosed. Many modifications and varia-
tions are possible in light of the above teachings. The
described embodiments were chosen in order to best explain
the principles of the disclosed technology and its practical
application to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the technology in various embodiments and with
various modifications as are suited to the particular use
contemplated. It is intended that the scope be defined by the
claims appended hereto.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for physically securing a tablet and a
keyboard to a tabletop of a display table or to another display
surface, comprising:

a main body having a top, a bottom, and walls that extend

between the top and the bottom;

a left slot and a right slot in left and right walls respec-
tively of the main body;

a left arm and a right arm that extend respectively through
the left slot and the right slot, the left and right arms are
extendable and retractable relative to the main body;

a left side brace and a right side brace attached respec-
tively to the left arm and the right arm, and configured
to be secured to a left side and a right side, respectively,
of each of the tablet and the keyboard;

a front side brace extending from a front wall of the main
body;

a back support extending from the top of the main body;

a top arm extending from the back support, the top arm is
extendable and retractable relative to the back support
along a plane that intersects the top of the main body at
an oblique angle; and

a plurality of fasteners that extend downward from the
bottom of the main body and are attachable to a
tabletop of a display table or to another display surface
to thereby secure the main body to the tabletop or other
display surface.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a first lock mechanism configured lock the left and right
arms in place after they have been at least partially
retracted to thereby secure sides of the keyboard and
the tablet to the main body; and

the first lock mechanism also configured to allow a user
to selectively release the left and right arms to thereby
enable the left and right arms to be extended to thereby
allow the keyboard to be unsecured from the main
body.
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3. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:

a second lock mechanism configured to lock the top arm
in place in an at least partially retracted position to
thereby secure a top edge of the tablet to the back
support; and

the second lock mechanism also configured to allow a
user to selectively release the top arm to thereby enable
the top arm to be extended and enable the top edge of
the tablet to be unsecured from the back support.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein:

the first and second lock mechanisms are inaccessible
when the main body is attached to a tabletop or to
another display surface and the tablet is secured,
thereby preventing someone from releasing the left and
right arms with the tablet and the keyboard secured and
the main body attached to the tabletop.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the back support
includes a lower portion that forms an acute angle with the
top of the main body and an upper portion that attaches the
top arm and includes a lock mechanism for the top arm, the
upper portion forming an obtuse angle with the lower
portion.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the acute angle
provides a space for a tablet stand such that the tablet,
keyboard, and tablet stand are securable together with the
tablet stand in a deployed configuration.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising a blocker
tab that is hinged about an axis extending along the top of
the main body where the back support extends from the main
body, the blocker tab configurable to block a back portion of
the top of the main body in a first configuration and to open
the back portion of the top of the main body in a second
configuration to accommodate different types of tablet
stands.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the left and right side
braces are configurable to secure a tablet in a first position
with a lower edge of the tablet located substantially along
the top of the main body and in a second position with a
lower edge of the tablet displaced above the top of the main
body.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the left and right side
braces each form a first slot extending parallel to the top of
the main body to secure sides of the keyboard and a second
slot extending at an obtuse angle to the top of the main body
to secure sides of the tablet.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the front side brace
is hook-shaped in cross-section along a vertical plane to
engage a front edge of a keyboard, the front side brace
configurable to extend different distances from the front wall
of the main body to accommodate keyboards of different
sizes.

11. An apparatus for physically securing a tablet, key-
board, and tablet stand to a tabletop of a display table or to
another display surface with the tablet stand deployed, the
apparatus comprising:

a main body having a top surface;

a back support extending from a back edge of the top
surface, the back support including a back support
surface that extends along a plane that forms an obtuse
angle with the top surface to support the tablet with the
tablet stand deployed;

a top arm attached to the back support, the top arm
extendable and retractable relative to the back support
to secure a top edge of the tablet;

a left arm, a right arm, and a front arm each of which is
extendable and retractable relative to the main body;
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a left side brace and a right side brace, attached to the left
and right arms respectively, and configured to engage
left sides and right sides, respectively, of the keyboard
and the tablet with the tablet stand deployed;

a first lock mechanism configured to lock the left and right
arms in place with the left and right arms at least
partially retracted into the main body to engage the
keyboard and the tablet; and

a second lock mechanism configured to lock the top arm
in place with the top arm at least partially retracted with
respect to the back support.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein:

the top arm is spring-loaded to extend outward along the
plane when the second lock mechanism is disengaged
to allow insertion of the tablet; and

the second lock mechanism includes a ratchet to allow
only inward movement of the top arm and prevent
outward movement of the top arm when the second
lock mechanism is engaged.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second lock
mechanism is inaccessible with the tablet lying along the
back support surface.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the left side brace
and the right side brace each include a respective slot
extending along the plane to engage left and right sides
respectively of the tablet with the tablet lying along the back
support surface.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the left side brace
and the right side brace are configurable to engage a lower
edge of the tablet at a predetermined height above the top
surface in a first configuration and to engage left and right
sides of the tablet and not the lower edge of the tablet in a
second configuration.

16. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the back support
includes a lower portion that that forms an acute angle with
the top surface such that with the tablet in place extending
along the plane, the tablet, top surface, and the lower portion
form a volume that is triangular in cross-section to accom-
modate the tablet stand.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising a
blocker tab that is configurable to block at least a portion of
the top surface in the volume in a first configuration to
accommodate a tablet stand having a first horizontal extent
and to leave the portion of the top surface in the volume open
in a second configuration to accommodate a tablet stand
having a second horizontal extent.

18. The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising a
plurality of fasteners that extend downward from a bottom
surface of the main body and are attachable to a tabletop of
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a display table or to another display surface to thereby secure
the main body to the tabletop or other display surface.

19. An apparatus for physically securing a tablet, key-
board, and tablet stand in a deployed configuration to a
tabletop of a display table or to another display surface, the
apparatus comprising:

a main body having a top surface, a bottom surface, and

walls that extend between the top and bottom surfaces;

a left slot in a left wall of the main body;

a left arm that extends through the left slot and is
extendable and retractable relative to the main body;

a left side brace attached to the left arm, the left side brace
including a lower slot parallel to the top surface to
secure a left side of the keyboard and an upper slot at
an obtuse angle to the lower slot to secure the left side
of the tablet;

a right slot in a right wall of the main body;

a right arm that extends through the right slot and is
extendable and retractable relative to the main body;

a right side brace attached to the right arm, the right side
brace including a lower slot parallel to the top surface
to secure a right side of the keyboard and an upper slot
at an obtuse angle to the lower slot to secure the right
side of the tablet;

a front side brace extending from a front wall of the main
body and forming a front slot to secure a front edge of
the keyboard;

a back support extending from the top surface of the main
body;

a top arm extending from the back support, the top arm is
extendable and retractable relative to the back support
along a plane that intersects the top surface of the main
body at an oblique angle; and

a plurality of fasteners that extend downward from the
bottom surface of the main body and are attachable to
a tabletop of a display table or to another display
surface to thereby secure the main body to the tabletop
or other display surface.

20. The apparatus of claim 19, further comprising:

a first ratchet configured to secure the left and right arms
in place in a retracted position;

a first spring configured to extend the left and right arms
from the main body in response to release of the first
ratchet;

a second ratchet configured to secure the top arm in place
in a retracted position; and

a second spring configured to extend the top arm from the
back support in response to release of the second
ratchet.



