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My present invention relates broadly to safety devices
and more particularly to protective padding for posts and
the like.

In active sports such as football and basketball, fre-
quently a player will inadvertently collide with a goal
post or a supporting post, for example, a basket support
framework in basketball. This is particularly evident in
what is termed. “professional football” because the goal
posts are placed only slightly removed from the goal line
instead of five yards removed as in collegiate football.

Obviously, there are many other sports having posts
or similar appurtenances in or adjacent to the playing area
with which a fast moving player may collide, for example,
the uprights of a hockey goal, and supporting posts for
backstops in baseball and so forth. )

Furthermore, protective padding for posts has a very
real application to posts in parking garages, storage ware-
houses, industrial plants, and similar places where one is
apt to strike a post while moving things from place to
place.

I am aware that it is well known to provide bumper
strips or guard rails about appurtenances to minimize the
-damage to the moving body as well as the stationary post
or appurtenance, but these have only partially solved the
problem because they have not been designed for protec-
tion in extreme conditions.

The present invention seeks to provide a protective

jacket for obviating all of the foregoing deficiencies as well
as others which will become apparent during the course
of the following specification when considered in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings wherein like
numerals are employed to designate like parts.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of goal posts having
the present invention secured thereto;

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary plan view, partially in
section, of the padding and single post;

FIGURE 3 is a vertical section showing the padding
secured to a post;

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary horizontal cross section
taken substantially on a plane indicated by line 4—4 of
FIGURE 5; and

FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary vertical section of the
modified species of FIGURE 4.

In the drawing the numeral 1¢ indicates in its entirety
goal posts comprising two upright posts 11, connected by
a horizontal bar 12 in the well known fashion. The
padding indicated in its entirety by numeral 13 is applied
adjacent to the ground or other surface 14 and extends
upwardly any desired distance to provide protective pad-
ding as required in the particular use. With respect to
goal posts, I have found that the padding should extend
from five to six feet above the surface of the playing
field 14. '

The padding comprises a tubular jacket 15 which is
adapted to encircle the post 11 in spaced relationship
thereto. At one side, extending for its full length, the
jacket may have an opening 16 to permit the jacket to
be placed in encircling relationship to the post by causing
the post to enter through the opening into the jacket.
However, the opening 16 is unnecessary under certain
conditions where the jacket may be telescopically applied
over an end of the post,

In many instances the opening would be required, and
in such cases, as seen in FIGURE 2, one edge 17 of the
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opening 16 is bifurcated to receive the opposed edge 18.
This is accomplished by offsetting a portion 19 a distance
equal to the thickness of the jacket body and then spot
welding or otherwise securing a lip or plural tongues 20
as shown in FIGURE 2. .

A resilient pad is applied to the outer face of the jacket
as by an adhesive at 22 and said padding also has a
separable joint 23 coincident to the opening 16. A fabric
cover or sleeve 24 is applied to the outer face of the re-
silient pad 21 andis stitched at 25 to releasably apply the
cover thereto so that it may be removed when it is desired
to apply ~or-remove ‘the padding 13 with respect to the
post 11. ’ .

The jacket 15 is provided with plural inwardly extend-
ing lugs 26 which are spaced circumferentially and axially
and extend inwardly toward the post 11. These lugs are
provided with eyes 27 into which are hooked the ends of
springs 28. The opposed ends of the springs 28 are
hooked in eyes 29 of lugs 30 which are supported by the
post 11, In detail, the lugs 30 are carried by clamps 31.
The clamps 31 may be formed of semi-circular members
hingedly united at 32 and having means 33 for securing
each said clamp into clamping position with respect to -
the post 11. In FIGURE 2 the means 33 takes the form
of an over-center latch while in FIGURE 4 the means 33’
is a clamping bolt and cooperating nut.

Since the clamps 31 have their means 33 and 33’ radially
coincident to the opening 16 and joint 23, obviously one
may apply and remove the padding 13 from the post 11
by passing the post 11 through the opening provided.

To prevent accidental separation of the edges 17 and
18, I provide a tension spring 34 connected between a
pair of Iugs 26 one at each side of the opening 16. In the
species ‘particularly disclosed in FIGURES 4 and 5, I °
provide an annular ring 35 which is U-shaped in cross
section and encircles the post #1. The ring 35 is secured
to the post by any conventional means, such as by welding
36. The clamp 31’ instead of clamping directly to the
post 11, is designed to mate with the way 35 and when the
shoulders 37 impinge by reason of the clamping bolt 33/,
a slipping or sliding journal is provided so that the pad-
ding may revolve around the post 11. Normally, when
one inadvertently strikes a post while playing a game or
moving materials, it is a glancing blow which is struck.
When the padding is mounted to revolve around the post
11, the deceleration experienced by striking. the padding
is considerably less than when the padding is anchored
rigidly to the post. Also the ability for the padding to
“give” lessens the damage which may be experienced by
a person or object striking the post.

It is therefore obvious that by supporting the padding
13 substantially concentrically with the post by means of
vieldable springs, I have materially minimized the proba-
bility of damage to the person or article striking the post.
It will be understood that the springs 28 may be either
tension or compression springs and it will function equally
as well irrespective of the choice.

Having thus described my invention I desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States the following:

1. Protective padding for a post, comprising: an in-
flexible vertically elongated tubular jacket releasably se-
cured along one side thereof for its full length to form an
opening; a resilient pad adheringly secured on the outer
face of said jacket and having a separable joint coincident
to the said opening; a fabric covering over said pad and
jacket and having its edges stitched together for releasably
closing said opening and joint; inwardly extending circums-
ferentially spaced spring means carried by said jacket;
and means on the inner ends of said springs and adapted
for securing said jacket to a post with the jacket in spaced
circumambient relationship thereto.
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2. The combination with a substantially vertical rigid
post, of -protective padding therefor comprising an in-
flexible  vertically elongated tubular padded jacket en-
. circling said post in spaced relationship; clamps encircling
said post within said jacket; means confining said clamps
against movement axially of said post; and resilient means
supporting said jacket upon said clamps.

3. The. combination with a substantially vertical rigid
post of revolvable protective padding therefor, comprising:

an inflexible elongated tubular padded jacket encircling

said post in spaced initially concentric relationship,
said jacket being releasably secured along one side
thereof for its full length to form an opening;
circumferentially continucus ways fixedly spaced on
said post within the axial limits of said jacket;

a hinged follower mounted to each way for rotation

" thereon and separable at one side coincident to the

opening of said jacket; and-

resilient means yieldably supporting said jacket upon

said followers for rotation therewith.

4. Protective padding for a post, comprising: an in-
flexible vertically elongated tubular jacket releasably
secured along one side thereof for its full length to form
an opening; a resilient pad secured on the outer face of
said jacket and having a separable joint coincident to the
said opening; a covering over said pad and jacket and

4

secured for releasably closing said epening and joint; in-
wardly extending circumiferentially spaced spring means
carried by said jacket; means on the inner ends of said
springs adapted for securing said jacket to a post with the

" jacket in spaced circumambient relationship thereto; said

last named means comprising hinged clamps having an
open side radially coincident to said joint and opening

" and adapted to receive therein and clamp tightly about the
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post; and means for securing each said clamp in the clamp-

.ing position.
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