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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ELBERT W. EASTERLING, OF NICKELSVILLE, VIRGINIA. 

MAIL-BOX. 

932,453. Specification of Letters Patent. . 
Application filed September 4, 1908. Serial No. 451,763. 

To all whom it many concern: 
Be it known that I, ELBERT W. EASTER 

LING, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Nickelsville, in the county of Scott and 
State of Virginia, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention Irelates to mail boxes, the 

object in view being to provide a simple, 
convenient and practical mail box for rural 
delivery purposes embodying novel means 
for signaling both the mail carrier and the 
patron, in connection with means for locking 
such signal when in position for signaling 
the callier, the box also embodying nove 
means for holding stamped postal cards and 
currency in payment of the same. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the nature of which will more fully appear 
as the description proceeds, the invention 
consists in the novel construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts as herein 
fully described, illustrated and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings:--Figure 
1 is a perspective view of the complete mail 
box closed, and the signal arranged for the 
carrier. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the box 
partly in section, showing the lid raised and 
thrown back. Fig. 3 is a vertical cross Sec 
tion through the box with the lid closed and 
locked. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the re 
versible signal, showing the shaft thereof in 
cross section. 
The main body of the box is preferably 

made in semi-cylindrical form as shown at 1 
and constructed of a single sheet metal blank 
while the ends 2 thereof are made in separate 
pieces, flanged about their marginal edges 
and inserted in any convenient manner as by 
a grip joint illustrated at 3 in Fig. 2. 
Upon the box is arranged a lid 4 which en 

tirely covers the top of the box and is pro 
vided with a pendent marginal flange 5 along 
its sides and end which flange overhangs the 
box and prevents Water or dirt from finding 
access thereto. Connected to the front of 
the lid by means of an eye 6 o' its equivalent 
is a padlock 7 adapted to engage a staple or 
eye S on the body of the box for the purpose 
of locking the lid. The lid is also provided 
with an upwardly projecting finger lift 9 to 
facilitate opening and closing the same. 
Mounted on the under side of the lid 4 is 

a closure shaft 10 one end of which is mount 
ed in a bearing formed by providing an 
opening in one end of the flanges of the lid 

while adjacent to its other end said shaft is 
journaled in a suitable bearing 11 located 
adjacent to the center of the lid as shown 
in Fig. 2. Upon the outer projecting end of 
the shaft 10 there is arranged a two-armed 
signal 12 having the enlarged or disk-shaped 
ends 13 and 14 one of which may have 
printed or otherwise represented therein 
such a designating character as the capital 
letter “P” to indicate the patron while on 
the other aim the letter “C” may be placed 
to indicate the carrier as shown in Figs. 1, 
3 and 4. The signal turns with the shaft 
10 and the opposite or inner end of the shaft 
is provided with a right angular extension 
15 which by coming in contact with the un 
der side of the lid 4 forms a stop for limiting 
the rotary movement of said shaft thereby 
positioning either one arm or the other of 
tle signal as indicated in Figs, 1 and 3. I 
also secure to the under side of the lid 4 a. 
clip 16 somewhat resembling the shape of 
the capital letter W the ends thereof being 
fixedly secured to the under side of the lid 
by means of suitable fasteners 17 while the 
intermediate portion of said clip is left free 
and composed of spring material such as 
wire, a letter or several letters may be in 
serted between said clip and the under side 
of the lid, such letter or letters thereby serv 
ing as a lock for the stop 15 and preventing 
the shaft 10 from turning, when the shaft is 
turned to the position shown in Fig. 2 with 
the stop 15 lying between the central di 
Verging portions of the clip, and a letter or 
letters are inserted under the clip, the letter 
“C” is displayed at the top of the box after 
the lid is closed thus directing the attention 
of the carrier to the fact that there is mail 
in the box to be collected. When any letters 
are placed in the box by the carrier, he re 
verses the signal, displaying the letter “P” 
at the top thereof and calling the patron's 
attention to the fact that the box contains 
mail for said patron. 
Within the box is fitted the removable 

stamp and card tray 18 shown in Figs. 2 
and 3, the same being in the form of a 
trough extending lengthwise of one side of 
the box and provided with hooks 19 adapted 
to hook over the rear edge of the box as 
shown in Fig. 3 whereby said tray is Sup 
ported at a point just beneath the lid 4 when 
the latter is closed. The trough comprises a 
front flange or wall 20 which is scalloped or 
serrated and formed with vertical slots 21 
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adapted to receive postal cards, stamped en 
velops and the like in return for currency 
placed in the trough to be collected by the 
carrier who may thus deliver any number of 
postal cards or stamps paid for in the man 
ner described. When not needed, the tray 1S 
may be detached and removed from the box 
by simply unhooking it from the rear edge 
of the box. 

I claim :- 
1. A mail box comprising a box body, a 

lid having a jointed connection there with, a 
signal shaft journaled on the under-side of 
the lid, a signal fastened on the projecting 
end of said shaft outside of the plane of the 
box, an angular extension of said shaft 
forming a stop adapted to coöperate with 
the under side of the lid, and a clip carried 
by the lid and adapted in connection with 
said stop to prevent rotative movement of 
the signal shaft. 

2. A mail box comprising a box body, a 
hinged lid, a signal shaft journaled on the 
underside of the lid, a reversible signal 

932,453 

mounted on the projecting end of said shaft 
outside of the plane of the box and embody 
ing oppositely extending signal arms, and a 
stop on said shaft adapted to contact with 
the inner side of the lid and serving to limit 
the rotative movement of said shaft and the 
Swinging movement of the signal arms. 

3. A mail box comprising a hinged lid, a 
signal shaft journaled on the under side of 
the lid, a signal fastened on the projecting 
end of said shaft outside of the plane of the 
box, an angular extension of said shaft form 
ing a stop adapted to coöperate with the 
(under side of the lid, and a clip carried by 
the lid and adapted to coöperate with said 
stop to prevent rotative movement of the sig 
Jnal shaft. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two Witnesses. 

ELIBERT W. EASTERLING. 
Witnesses: 

J. F. McCoNNELL, Jr., 
W. W. GIFIFSON. 
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