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Application January 29, 1936, Serial No. 81,408
1 Claim. (CL 190—43)

Generically this Invention relates to clothes

. containers, but it more especially is directed to

& combination wardrobe travelbag and handbag,

and constitutes an improvement of the subject

; -matter of our applicatlon, Ser. No. 25,165, filed
June 5, 1935.

One of the principal objects of this invention-
is the provision of a combination wardrobe travel
and handbag formed in its front surface with a

j( cut out opening of such dimensions and disposed
at such an angle as to permit the expeditious
insertion and removal of the contents of the bag,
said cut out portion constituting a closure flap
for said opening, and fastener means for secur-

15 Ing the flap in.closed position. - M
. An important object .of this invention is the
provision of a substantially flat flexible sack-
like container adapted to normally support:

. ‘therein clothes and the like in wardrobe fashion

20 -when In exténded position, and adapted to be
folded and secured in folded position to provide

-. & handbag.

. One of the important objects of this invention

- is the provision of a combination wardrobe,

. g5 travel and handbag or container of this charac-

ter having supporting means for suits of clothes
or the like, and a cut out portion in the front sur-
face constituting a closure flap and fastening
means therefore permitting ready access to said

3p clothes, a compartment opeh at one edge formed -

on the inner surface of the container; opposite
"to said cut out portion and adapted to contain
- shirts and the like, an opening formed in the rear
of said container having . suitable fastening
35 means, and adapted to permit ready access to
saild compartment without interfering with the
first mentioned opening and = irrespective of
whether the container is in extended or folded

- . position.
40 A further important object of this inventlon
is the provision of a combination wardrobe,
" travel and handbag or container of this charac-
ter having an improved hanger structure includ-
. inga swivel or link connection between the hang-
45 er body and its supportlng ‘hook, so. that said
hook may be engaged in its supportmg ring with-
. .out tilting the hanger with the clothes, and per-
. _.mitting the insertion or sele¢tive removal-ef.dif-
[ v . ferent articles of clothing without “difficulty, ‘and
- 50 an opening formed in the front surface of such
. dimensions and disposed at:such an angle as to.
' 'permlt ready sccess to the interior-of the con-
- tainer and the clothes carried by said hangers,
- said cut out portion cunstititing a closure 'ﬂap‘
-.58 tor sa.ld openlnz and having fastenlng meais,’

and rack means carried by the inner surface of
said flap adapted to carry neckties and the like
and prevent wrinkling thereof during the han-
dling of the container.

One of the principal objects of this invention
is the provision of an airtight, waterproof, dust-
proof travelbag, adapted to support therein
clothes in wardrobe fashion and to be normally
suspended in extended position when traveling
by automobile, train, bus, plane, or steamer, and
instantly conveitible into a handbag by simply
folding the bag upon itself with its free end de-
tachably secured to one side thereof. .

A further important object of this invention
is the provision of a combination travel bag and

. handbag , constructed from a one-piece blank
adapted to' normally support therein clothes in
+Wwardrobe fashion’ when in extended position, so

constructed as to eliminate interior obstructions

tending to wrinkle the clothes when folded to
Jprovide a handbag, said bag being airtight when
‘closed whether in extended or folded positions,
and constituting a permanent moth and dust re-
pellant. sealed clothes container when not being
used for traveling purposes, said container
;adapted to maintain the clothes in non-wrinkled
Pcondition, and instantly available as a travel
and handbag when desired.

With these and other objects in view, which
will become apparent as the description proceeds,
the invention.resides in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts, hereinafter
more fully described and claimed, and illustrat-
ed in the accompanying drawings, in which like
characters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several figures, of which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of our improved con-
_vertible handbag in open position.
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Fig.. 2 is a vertical cross sectional ‘view taken

on the line 2—-2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken on the line

" 3-—3 of Fig. 1, but with the front-flap closed.

Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the handbag or
container.

Fig. 5 is a vertical section showing. the front
flap closed and back open. :

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the devlce folded
to constitute & handbag.

The types of luggage cases or handbags ‘with

which we are familiar have proven deficient in
many ways, such as being too bulky, too expen-
sive to produce, having foldover flaps, etc., caus-
"ing wrinkling of the clothes when folded, inca-
‘pable of use as a handbag and also as a ward-
robe container when traveling and as a clothes
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container when not in use for traveling, and it
was to overcome such deficiencies and to provide
a substantially flat, flexible, airtight, waterproof,
dustproof wardrobe container while being trans-
ported by land, air, or water, having an auxiliary
compartment yet instantly foldable into & hand-
bag adapted for manual transportation as de-
sired and without causing wrinkling or mussing
of the contents, and constructed to permit ready
and separate access to the container proper and
the auxiliary compartment, that we designed the
combination travel and handbag forming the sub-
ject matter of this invention.

In the illustrated embodiment characterizing
this invention there is shown & travelbag A in

~which principally clothes are adapted to be nor-

mally carried wardrobe fashion. The luggage
case or travel bag A is formed from a one-piece
substantially rectangular blank of flexible mate-
rial such as suede, leather, or the like trans-
versely folded upon itself as at | and with its
side edges and curved end edges turned inwardly
in overlapping relation and stitched with a liner
strip or insert 2 interposed therebetween and
extending to the exterior so as to form a water
and airtight seam and enhance the appearance
of the bag.

In order to provide an opening B of proper
size, yet so designed as to permit complete access
to the interior of the bag and the expeditious
insertion therein and removal therefrom of
clothes and other articles, the front side or face
3 is cut forming a slot 3’ substantially conform-
ing to the contour of said upper edge from a
point 4 spaced from one side edge and from the
upper edge transversely to a point 5 spaced from
the opposite side edge and downwardly to 6,
thereby forming a substantially triangular flap
T having a hinge-like fold line 8 extending diag-
onally from the starting point 4 of said cut to
the end 6. )

In order to lock and hold the flap T in closed
position, a tape (a) is secured by stitching (b)
to the under surface of side 3 along the edge
of the opening B and a similar tape (a¢) similarly
secured along the periphery of the flap with their
meeting edges extending substantially to the cen-
ter of the slot when the flap is in closed position.
Suitable cooperating fastening means 9 may be
applied to the meeting edges of the respective
tapes, comprising the well known form of inter-
locking metallic eyes or loops 10 which are moved
into and out of interlocking engagement by
means of a slide Il provided with an operating
tab 12, By drawing the slide {1 in one direc-
tion, the elements of the fastener are interlocked
and the flap 7T is moved to and held in closed

- sealed position. By drawing or pulling the slide
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in the opposite direction, the elements of the
fastening means are disengaged causing the flap
to automatically move to open position. It is
therefore apparent that the movement of slide
i1 not only fastens and unfastens the flap but
at the same time effects, without other aid, move-
ment of the flap from complete open to complete
closed position, as desired. In this connection,
it will be noted that the metallic elements 10 of
fastening means 9 when in interlocking or bag
sealing relation are positioned in slot 3’ and below
the exterior surface of the bag.

A tab (e), in the present instance, substan-
tially shield-shaped is suitably secured to the bag
at the ends 4 and 6, respectively, of slot 3’ as a
reinforcement and protection to the ends, respec-
tively, of the slot and hinge fold 8 of said flap,

4,087,211

which are also adapted to add to the appearance
of the bag.

The ends {3 of handle 14 are interposed be-
tween and extend beyond the upper meeting
edges of the sack or bag A and are secured by
the stitching (' uniting the said edges. While
in the present instance the bag and handle are
shown as preferably constructed of waterproof
suede, either or both may be constructed of any
suitable material. Each of sald ends 13 of handle
14 is divided and tacked or otherwise suitably
secured to opposite sides of a hanger support I8
constructed of wood or any suitable material of
a length equal to the interior width of the sack
and curved to conform to the contour of its
upper end, so that the weight of the bag will be
distributed over said upper end.

Support 15 not only effects an even distribu-
tion of the weight of the sack over its upper
end, but maintains the shape of the sack or bag
at all times and additionally constitutes a sup-

porting medium for articles of clothing placed

on one or more of the clothes hangers 18 de-
tachably supported by the anchor screw |1

threadedly or otherwise secured to said support -

18. The hook portion (d) of the respective hang-
ers 16 is connected by the link or swivel con-
nection (e) to the body of the hanger, so that
when a suit of clothes or other article of clothing
Is supported on said hanger 16, the hanger will
not have to be tilted in order to engage hook
(d) with anchor screw 1, which owing to space
is an important item, such connection also per-
mits free movement of said hangers so that dif-
ferent articles of clothing may be selectively and
easily removed and replaced in the container.

A substantially rectangular piece of flexible ma-
terial 18 which may be of the same material as
the lining has one longitudinal edge secured by
a line of stitching 19 to the inner surface of the
rear side 20 approximately in alignment with the
upper or transverse edge of the opening B. The
lower edge of the material is folded upwardly
upon itself and secured to said side 20 by a line
of stitching 21 to provide a blouse-like effect

40

which not only increases the capacity range of

the compartment 22, adapted to contain shirts
and other articles of apparel, but maintains said
articles in a substantially flat, smooth condition.
Said compartment is open at both ends, and one
end or mouth 23 is spaced from one edge of the
bag so as to permit ready access to the compart-
ment. Positioning the compartment with its
mouth or receiving end spaced from the edge
of the sack and directly opposite to the widest
portion of opening B, not only renders it easy
to insert the desired articles in, and remove them
from said compartment, but likewise renders it
possible to accomplish the same by effecting only
a partial opening of flap T which is desirable
when the compartment only Is desired to be
reached. ’

A sectional fastening element 24, in the pres-
ent instance of the well known snap fastener
type, Is suitably secured to side 3-intermediate
the edges and points 4 and B, respectively, and
& similar element is secured to flap T adjacent
its upper edge. The complemental sections 25
are suitably secured to the lower edge of bag A,
so that when it is desired to convert the ward-
robe travel bag A into a handbag C it is only
necessary to transversely fold said bag upon itself
as at 26 and bring the elements 24 and 25 into
interlocking engagement. The handbag may be
reconverted into the wardrobe bag by simply dis-
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engaging fastening elements 24 and 25. In this
connection it will be noted that only one handle
14 is employed, the same being common to both
forms A and C.

Access as above described may be had to com-
partment 22 through opening B, when the bag
is suspended by handle 14, but as this can only
be done when the bag is in extended position,
and since it is often necessary to gain access to
said compartment for the purpose of removing
handkerchiefs and the like, it has been.found
expedient and desirable to provide means for
gaining access to compartment 22 without hav-
ing to disturb any of the contents of the container
and without having to first unfold the container,
and which we accomplished by forming a slot or
cut out portion 27 in the back or rear side 20,

- and having secured therein, a closure and fas-
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tening structure similar to that deseribed in con-
nection with opening B, namely, (@), (b), 9, 10,
i1, and 12, except as to the action of flap 1, as
will be well understood. A necktie or scarf rack
structure D comprising the spaced loop or strap
members 28 and 28, secured by brads 30 or other
suitable fastening means, are mounted on the
inner surface of flap 1.

The operation and versatility of our improved
light weight, compact, combined travel bag and
handbag would seem to be clear from the above
description.

From the above it Is apparent that we have
designed a unique combined wardrobe bag and
handbag, manufacturable at & minimum of cost,
adapted if desired to be supported in extended
position when being transported by automobile,
train, bus, plane, or steamer, affording a com-
pact way of carrying suits and other articles with-
out wrinkling, etc., eliminating troublesome
packing and unpacking, providing a light, con-
veniently handled protection for said suits, the
latter being instantly available by simply moving
the slide fastener member to complete flap open-
ing position, or only sufficiently to partially open
said flap if other articles such as shirts are de-
sired; and from this point to reconvert the ward-
robe bag, simply close the slide fastener, trans-
versely fold the bag, snap the complemental fas-
tening elements into interlocking engagement,
and a campact handbag is the resuit.

Further, if it is desired to gain access to the
auxiliary compartment without interfering with

.suits, dresses, or other articles carrled by the

container and without opening said flap closure
1, it is only necessary to move in opening direc-

3

tion the slide fastener normally closing opening
21, whereby access is had to auxiliary compart-
ment 22 for the insertion or removal of shirts,
socks, handkerchiefs, underwear, or other wear-
ing apparel, and irrespective of whether the con-
tainer is in extended or folded position.

Although in practice we have found that the
form of our invention illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings and referred to in the above
description, as the preferred embodiment, to be
the most efficient and practical; yet, realizing
the conditions concurrent with the adoption of
our invention will necessarily vary, we desire to
emphasize that various minor changes in detail
of construction, proportion and arrangement of
parts, may be resorted to within the scope of the
appended claim without departing from or sacri-
ficing any of the principles of this invention.

Having thus described our invention, and
without enumerating variations and equivalents,
what we desire protected by Letters Patent is as
set forth in the following claim:

A wardrobe travel bag foldable into a con-
tainer of the brief case type comprising s flat
flexible sack container adapted to principally con-
tain wearing apparel suspended from its upper
end, one face of the container having an opening
made by a horizontal cut in said face running
adjacent the top from one side to the other and
joining a vertical cut running parallel and ad-
jacent to one side forming a diagonally hinged
flap, means normally securing the flap in closed
and sealing positicn, said container adapted to
be transversely folded substantially central of its
length into & brief case like handbag, means for
maintaining the bag in folded position, an aux-
iliary compartment underlying the apparel and
positioned wholly above asid medial fold line
and having an open end facing and spaced lat-
erally from the side edge of the container and the
vertical edge of the container opening, the rear
face of the container being cut to present an open-
ing to sald compartment, and sealing means nor-
mally closing said rear opening, whereby the com-
partment and its contents are not affected by
said line of fold and ready access may be had
through sald front opening and open end to the
compartment without disturbance to or hindrance
by the suspended contents of the container and
independent access to said compartment may be
had through said rear opening irrespective of
whether the container is in extended or folded

position. -
HERBERT B.. MARBURY. .
ROY C. JONES. -
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