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This invention relates to s device for display-
ing indicia of that character in which changes
have to be made from time to time in the indicia
displayed. A leading example of such a display
device is the well-known price sign for display-
ing information with respect to the price.of gas-
oline sold at filling stations. It is essential in
such devices that the means employed for: in-
dicating the price information shall be of a, simple
and durable character and capable of being read-
ily and accurately changed by tunskilled persons.:-

The present invention has for its object to pro-
vide a simple and efficient construction of such a
changeable display . device, having a minimum
number of changeable elements, readily and easily
assembled to conform to any desired change in
the indicia displayed and of a strong and durable
character. .

These and other objects and features of the
Invention will appear more fully from the accom-
panying description and drawing and will be par-~
ticularly pointed out in the claims. - ... :

The drawing illustrates two forms of the in-
vention as embodied in a gasoline price. sign.

In the drawing: : oo

Pig. 1 is a side elevation of the price sign de~

—tached from its mounting.

Fig, 2 is a view in horizontal cross section of
two sets of one form of the indicia-carrying plates
employed in the device. S S

Fig. 3 is a vertical central cross .section of the
frame shown in Pig. 1 with two sets of indicia-

-carrying plates therein of the construction shown

in Fig. 2 and taken on a line corresponding  to

'3—3 of Fig, 2,

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 of a second

form of indicia-carrying plates employed. in: the

device. S :
Fig. 5 Is a defail in cross section through one

form of the plate securing devices.

Fig. 6-is a view similar to Fig. 5 of a second

form of the plate securing devices.

The display. device comprises a suitable rec-
tangular frame with the details of construction
of which the present invention is not concerned.
The only essential of this frame is that it shall

-be of suitable, strong, and durable construction,

of a size and proportion adapted to receive, sup-
port, protect and display the indicia~carrying
plates, and that one edge of the frame shall be
provided with a removable closure through which
the plates may be inserted and removed. In the
construction illustrated, this rectangular frame,
shown in side elevation in Fig. 1 and in vertical
cross section in Fig. 3, is made of sheet metal

provided at one vertical edge with a bracket | by
which. it is connected to a suitable support while

‘the opposite vertical edge is the edge provided

:with the removable closure. - This frame is illus-
trated as having both side walls open and the in~ "5
-dicia~carrying plates are arranged so. that the
indicia- are displayed at. each side of -the frame,
this being the usual practice in such display de-
vices as gasoline price signs, but it is obvious that

if indicia are to be displayed at but one side of the 10
frame, it will be sufficient for that side wall to

be open and for the indicia~gcarrying. plates to

be arranged accordingly. :

When, as in the case of gasoline price signs, the
device is exposed to the weather, if the indicia-. 15
carrying plates are of pasteboard or other mate-
rial ‘which would be injured by rain or other
weather conditions, the open side wall or walls of
the frame are protected by plates of glass or
other suitable transparent material in the usual 20
manner.:-Such ‘transparent plates are not illus-
trated because they are well known and familiar
in this-art and are not required if the indicia-
carrying plates are of metal or other waterproof
material: ‘

The sheet metal rectangular frame illustrated
comprises the two rectangular metal side walls 2
each- presenting g rectangular display opening.
These side walls are secured together and held
broperly spaced at the top and bottom by the 30
channel members 3 and 4. The left-hand ver-
tical edge 'is shown closed by a suitable plate 5
and-the top edge is further closed by a cap 6.
The right-hand edge of. the frame is' provided
with & suitable removable closure 7. 35

Especially when the glass or gther transparent
plates covering .the openings in the side walls of

26

‘the frame are unnecessary, the bottom edge wall

of the frame is provided with g series of open-

Ings 8 to drain off any water which may enter the 40

frame.

The invention ‘is particularly concerned with
the indicia-carrying plates ‘which, when the dis-
play is to be madeé at both sides of the frame, as
illustrated, are made and assembled so that the 45
same indicia are displayed at each side of the
frame, R .

.. 'T'wo specific forms of the indicia-carrying fea-
ture are illustrated as preferred embodiments of
the broad principle of the invention. )

+ In'the form shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 5, there
is provided a main plate ‘8 of a size to be in-
serted into the frame through the open edge and
to cover the opening in the side wall. This plate
is preferably provided at one end of its face op- 55
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jliary plates from the main

2
posite the frame wall opening with the indicia
which remain unchanged or are Very seldom
changed, such, for example, as in the case of a
gasoline price sign with the words “Gas”, “Tax”,
«Total”. A plurality of auxiliary plates are re-
movably mounted on this main plate and so dis-
posed as to present the required indicia opposite
the frame wall opening. In this first form of
the invention three such plates, 10, f1, and 12
are shown overlapping each other and the main
plate and removably secured.at the right-hand
end of their juxtaposed portions by suitable se-
curing devices. One form of securing device. is
illustrated in Fig. 5 comprising a stud #3 having
a hollow internally threaded shank and a co0p-
erating stud {4 having an externally threaded
shank by means of which the main and aux-
iliary plates may be secured and clamped to-
gether. The number of these auxiliary plates
depends upon the indicia required to be dis-
played. In the partiecular construction illus~
trated, the expdsed portion of the plate 19 car-
ries the integers of the price, that is, in the illus-
trated case, “16” ‘opposite “Gas”, “4” opposite
«ax”, and ‘20" opposite «Potal”. The exposed
portion of the auxiliary plate . i1 carries -any
desived fractional or other indicia such as “7s”,
«g?, «“2:7, while the exposed portion of the aux~
iliary plate 12 carries a tabulation, such, for ex-
ample; as that illustrated, which shows the cost
for any required number of gallons based upon
the total displayed cost for a single gallon.

Tt will thus be seen that when any change is
made in the price, the operator removes the set
of plates from the frame, disconnects the aux-
plates, and substi-
tutes or changes the set of auxiliary plates to
comply with the new condition, secures the plates
together and reinserts them in the frame. When,
as is usual, the display is made at both sides of
the frame, two- sets of plates are employed, as
iltustrated in Fig. 2, and the other set indicated
as o whole at {5 is inserted in the reverse direc-
tion in the frame.

As further illustrating the scope of the inven-
tion, another form of a set of display plates is
illustrated in Fe. 4.  In this form there is a sin-
gle main plate 16 common to the two sets -of
plates having at opposite ends the reversely ex-
posed portions §T and 18 each carrying the same
indicia which are to remain unchanged, such,

for example, as “Gas”, “Tax”, “Total”. The re- -

quired number of auxiliary plates are duplicated
in reverse order at opposite sides of the main
plate and are secured to the opposite ends of the
main plate.  Thus the auxiliary plates 19 and 29,
24 and 22, 22 and 24 are in duplicate and each
pair carry the same indicia. In the suggested
case 19 and 20 would carry indicia similar to {0;
of-and 2§ similar to {i; and 23 and 24 similar to
{2. The set of overlapping auxiliary plates 19,
21 and 23 are removably secured ab the right
hand end of their juxtaposed portions to the
right hand end of the main plate {6 and the set
28, 22, 24 are similarly secured at the opposite
cide to the left hand end of the main plate.
Another form of securing device is illustrated
in Pig. 2 and in detail in Fig. 6 ‘consisting of an

‘ordinary McGill fastener having a head 25 and

bent fastening prongs 26. Butb in either form of
the invention the overlapping plates are provided
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with registering apertures and either securing
device such as shown in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 or any
other suitable form may be employed.

When, as illustrated in Fig. 3, both sides of
the frame are open, either two sets of the plates
shown in Fig. 2 are employed and inserted in
the frame in reverse directions or the compined
set illustrated in Fig. 4 is employed.

There is thus presented a very simple and effi-
cient form of device readily adaptable to any

- desired. number and width of changeable plates

and one in which the indicia-carrying plates may
be made of any suitable material either water-
proof, and therefore requiring no glass or other

_transparent plates in the frame, or non-water-
‘proof and suitable to be used with the usual
transparent or glass plates.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new, and desired to he secured by Let-
ters Patent, is: _

1.'A changeable display device comprising a
rectangular frame having an open side wall
spaced from the opposite wall and an open edge
provided with a removable closure, a main plate
of a size to be inserted into the frame through
the open edge and to cover the opening in the
side wall and having at one end on its face op-
posite the frame wall opening an indicia~con-
taining section and at the opposite end a plu-
rality of securing apertures, a plurality of suc-
cessively shorter auxiliary plates each having at
one end an indicia-containing section and at its
opposite end a plurality of securing apertures
registering with those of the main plate, the said
auxiliary plates arranged, when overlapped and
superposed on the non-indicia-containing sec-
tion of the main plate, also to present their in-
dicia cpposite the frame wall opening, and se-
curing devices cooperating with the registering

-apertures of the main and- auxiliary plates to

secure the said assembled plates into a compact
unit readily- insertable into and remcvable from
the frame through the open edge thereof.

2. A changeable display device comprising a
rectangular frame having spaced apart open side

walls and an open edge provided with a remov-

able closure, a2 main plate of a size to be inserted
into the frame through the open edge and 1o
cover the openings in the side walls, having an
indicia-containing section at each face but at
opposite ends opposite the frame wall opening,
and having at each end a plurality of securing
apertures, two similar sets of a plurality of suc-
cessively shorter auxiliary plates each having at
one end an indicia-containing section and at its

-opposite end a plurality of securing apertures

registering with those of the main plate, each of
said sets arranged when the plates of the set
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are overlapped and superposed on one of the

non-indicia-containing sections of the main plate
also to present their indicia opposite the corre-
sponding frame wall opening, and securing de-
vices cooperating with the registering apertures
of the main and auxiliary plates to secure the
said plates when assembled with one set of aux-
iliaty plates on each face of the main plate into
a compact unit readily insertable into and re-
movable from the frame through the open edge
thereof. :
ELMER M. KLING.
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