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... This invention relates to holders or con- base B and the cover C, both made prefer 
tainers and more in particular to containers 
to be used in connection with string-in 
struments played by means of picks. 

"...,' provide a container for picks which is read 
ily adapted to be secured to the tail-pieces 
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vention is to provide a container for picks 
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of banjos, mandolins, guitars, or other simi 
lar pick-operated instruments for the pur 
pose of greatly reducing the loss or mislay 
ing of picks. Another object of this in 
which is very compact in size, artistic and 
which can be manufactured at low cost. Ad 
ditional, features and advantages of this 
invention will appear from the following 
description considered in connection with the accompanying drawing forming a part of 
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this application and in which :- 
container as applied to a maindolin. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the con 
tainer in its closed condition. . . Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section through a 
container, mounted on a mandolin, for in 
stance. " 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a tail-piece 
as commonly used on mandolins and banjos. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the base 

of the pick-container to a banjo. 
portion of the container. Fig.6 shows in perspective the application 

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing a modi 
fied construction adapted especially for gui 
tars and similar musical instruments using 
curled picks, instead of flat ones. Referring to the drawings, my pick-con 
tainer is to be used in connection with string 
instruments having tail-pieces substantially 
similar in shape to the one shown in Fig. 4. 
When required, instruments provided with 
different kinds of tail-pieces may have the 
latter substituted by tail-pieces adapted to . 
my container, as the cost of such parts is 
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generally very slight and the transformation 
very easily made. 
Each tail-piece comprises a vertical por 

tion 1 having struck-up lugs 2 to which the 
lower ends of the strings S of the instru 
ment are fastened and screw apertures 3 
for securing the tail-piece to the body of 
the instrument. The horizontal portion 4 
of the tail-piece is bent along its two long 
sides to provide the two parallel guide 
ribs 5. 
The pick-container proper consists of the 

: The primary object of this invention is to . 

Fig. It is a cross-section through my pick 

ably of stamped metal. The base B com 
prises a bottom 6 the long sides of which 
are folded downwardly to form the grooves 
7 adapted to slidably engage the guide-ribs 
5 of the tail-piece. An extension 8 is pro 
vided at the lower end of the base to cover. 
up the lower ends of the strings S, said 
extension being preferably given some artis 
tic shape to improve the general appearance 
of the device. - 
The four sides of the container are pro 

duced by stamping out of the bottom 6the 
rectangularly disposed lugs, 9 and 10. The 
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height of the latter is reduced to a minimum 
number of picks P which are to be stored 

if desired, raised strips 11 may be struck out 
of the bottom for inserting therebetween the 

compatible with the thickness and the 
in the container in order to not interfere. with the proper playing of the instrument. 75 

picks P and prevent their rattling about in 
the container, while the instrument is being 
played. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The cover is hingedly mounted on the base 

by means of a pin 12 which is inserted in 
the buckles 13 and 14 provided respectively 
on the cover and the base. Opposite the 
buckles there is provided on the cover the 
downwardly directed resilient catch-tongue 
15 which is adapted for Snap-engagement 
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with the corresponding side of the base. A 
spring 16 is also used to normally clamp 
the cover on the base and prevent the falling 
out of picks. 
As shown especially in Figs. 2 and 6, the 

cover is preferably given a fanciful shape, 
Such as that of a lyra, to improve the artistic 
appearance of my invention. 
As stated before, the modification shown 

in Fig. 7 is intended to be used on string 
instruments using the more voluminous 
curled-picks, such as the guitar. Such picks 
require considerably higher containers than 
flat picks, and for that reason, said con 
tainers would interfere with the playing of 
the instrument if placed on top of the latter. 
Mechanically speaking, the construction of 
this modification is substantially identical 
to the one described above and it varies only 
in that the container is mounted on the ver 
tical portion 1 of the tail-piece, thereby offer 
ing no handicap to the free movements of 
the player's arm. Also, for purely practical 
reasons, the hinge-connection 17 between the 
base and the cover is preferably placed at 
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... the bottom and the catch-tongue 18 at the 
top of the container. 
As will be understood, as suggested herein, 

there may be slight changes made in the con 
struction and arrangement of the details of 
my invention without departing from the 
field and scope of the same, and I intend. 
to include all such variations, as fall within 
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the scope of the appended claims, in this 
application, in which the preferred forms 
only of my invention have been disclosed. 

I claim :- 1. A pick-container for a stringed musical 
instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
comprising a box-like base and a cover 
hingedly mounted thereon, and means for 
securing said base directly to the tail piece 
of said instrument. - 2. A pick-container for a stringed musical 
instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
comprising a box-like base and a cover 

25 
instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
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cover upon said base. 
and resi 

hingedly mounted thereon, and means pro 
vided on said base for slidably engaging the 
tail piece of said instrument. e - 3. A pick-container for a stringed musical 
comprising a box-like base: a cover hingedly 
mounted thereon; means provided on said 
base for slidably engaging said tail piece, 

ient means for normally closing said 
4. A pick-container for a stringed musical 

instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
comprising a box-like base; a cover hingedly 
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mounted thereon; means provided on said 
base for slidably engaging said tail piece; 
resilient means for normally closing said 
cover upon said base, and means provided in 
Said base for Securing picks therein. 

5. A pick-container for a stringed musical 
instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
comprising a box-like base; a cover hingedly 
mounted thereon; means provided on said 
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base for slidably engaging said tail piece; 
resilient means for normally closing said 
cover upon said base, and means formed in 

therein. 6. A pick-container for a stringed musical 
50 instrument having a tail-piece, said container 

comprising a box-like base: a cover hingedly 
mounted thereon; means provided on said 
base for slidably engaging said tail piece, 
said base having strips struck-up from the 
bottom thereof and in spaced parallel rela 
picks therebetween. 

7. A pick container for a stringed 
tion thereto for the purpose of inserting 

musical 

tegrally with said base for securing picks 
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instrument having a tail-piece, said container 
comprising a base; a cover therefor; means 
provided on the base for slidably engaging 
said tail-piece: said base having struck up. 
portions forming the vertical sides of said 
container and strips struck up from the 
bottom and in spaced parallel relation there 
to for the purpose of inserting picks. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

ADOLPH MIELE. 
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