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The invention relates generaily to plumbing. 
fixtures and more particulariyto a prefabricated: 
Wall inseri; tait fora, 2athroom, Waich poyideS. 
utility compartments for soap andbathing accesa 
Sories and SeveS aSara opein froit houlSingfO'an. 
assembly of Valve handles that conitrolSthe Sups: 
ply of hot and cold Water for the tuband. shower, 
both the unitand: the handle assembly therein, 
being inset so as notto project beyond fius rela 
tion With the Olter Surface Of the Wall. 
The primary purpose and object of the inven 

tion is to obviate the danger of injury frompro 
jecting faucets and their handles in or about tha 
tub and at the Same time, make-them. conven 
iently accessible for operation by the perSonsus 
ing the tub or shower. . . . 
A further objeet is to providea complete.as 

sembly of bath conveniences and accessories in: a 
fixture, that may be set and boinded aS: a unit, 
in a single wall, recess, fiush with the outer sur 
face of the wall, and which may be thereafterre 
moved in part to give access to valves, pipe, coin 
nections, etc., for purposes of inspection and re 
pair, without breaking or otherwise disturbing, 
the bond. 
The unit is preferably formed as a two-part 

porcelain-lined casting, the main part of Which is 
set and suitably Secured in the Wall recess as a 
permanent fiXture and, in addition to providingan 

the Water Suppy, haS utility compartmentS 
forned in part With it. The other part of the 
casting carries the valve handle assembly and is 
removably secured in an opening of the main 
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casting and provided around the edge With an 35 
ornamental bead that overlaps the edge of the 
opening and, in concealing its outline, gives an 

i effect to the joined parts of a single casting. 
Other features of the invention not specially 

mentioned above, Will be brought to attention in 40 
the detailed description that folloWS. 
The accompanying draWings Will serve to illus 

trate a unit construction Suitable for carrying the 
invention into effeci but it will be understood that 
no limitations are intended by this showing other 45 
than are imposed by the appended claims. 

In the draWings: 
Fig. 1 shows the unit in front elevation as it 

appears When Secured and bonded in a, recess 
of a tiled Wall of a, bathroom. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal Cross section through the 
unit, on the line sº-sº of Fig. 1, and - 

Figs. 3 and 4 are similar views respectively on 
the lines S3-S3 and S4-84, of Fig. 1. 
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Referring now to the drawings, the uniti is 55 

inset open front housing for the valve handles of º 

2 
shown suitably:secured to the: wa! studding or 
other:Wise; in a recess 2 in the Wall of a bathroom. 
andata. height above the tub (no, shown) to:be 
within. convenientreach of a person sitting or 
Standingtherein. 
Throughout the outer edge of the tinit, a groove 

3 is formed to receive cementitiolis material by 
Whichthe groovedredge of theunit is perma 
nently bonded, inflush relation' to the Wall. fac 
ing of tile, plasterorother: material. 
The unit may be given any geometrical. formin 

outline but is preferabyshaped as shown to save 
time and labor:incutting and fittingtnetile, Which 
are commonlyused as the Wall facing: 

In the-present. embodiment of the invention, 
the-unitis shown as a two-part casting and may 
begivena porcelainglaze or any other finishde 
sired. The-main casting includes a frame member or 
escutcheon indicated at 5, providing three open 
front compartments of suitable depth, the Upper 
one 6, serving for toilet accessories, the middle one 
7, as-a-housing. for:a valve handle assembly, by 
which the water supply for the tub through the 

ºspouta and for the-showeris controlied and the 
loWer One 8, for Soap, brushes and the like: 
Theupper Wall of the loWer compartiment is cut, 

away in the rear as shown at: 2 in Fig. 2, to pro 
vide clearance, and the forward portion is thick 
ened and rounded, as indicated at: 9, for use as a 
handhold, Within convenient reach of a, person 
using the tub. 
Forming the second part of the unit, there is a 

plate 0, Which carries the valve handle assembly 
i, and is removablyfitted in an Opening 2 of the 
main casting 5. The plate is provided with a pro 
jecting bead 3 around the edge, that overlaps and 
conceals the edge of the opening and, in addition 
to being ornamental, in outlining the plate as a 
panel, giVes the unit the finished appearance of a 
One-piece casting. 
Openings 4 are formed in the plate for the 

passage of tubular extensions 3 from the valve 
casings (not shown), Which loosely enclose the 
inner portion of the valve stems i S. The outer 
ends of the Valve stems project beyond the tubular 
extensions for the attachment of the handlesi, 
which are removably secured thereto in any well 
known manner. Four valve handles are ShoWn 
Which, through Suitable pipe connections (not; 
ShOWn), cooperate in pairs, in the USual manner, 
to supply hot and cold Water to the tub and 
shower. While the val'Ve handles are compactly 
assembled on the plate i , they are spaced apart 
sufficientlyforconvenientmanipulation separately. 
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Constructed as above described, the handle aS 
sembly does not project beyond fiush relation with 
the outer surface of the room Wall. 
Formed in part with the plate 10 and pro 

jecting outWardly therefrom, as continuations 
of the openings i 4 in the plate, there are bell 
Shaped Sleeves 8, Which serve as Ornamentai 
casings for the tubular extensions 5. The bell 
shaped casings extend to or slightlybeyond the 
outer ends of the tubular eXtensions andare 
engaged by flanges 19 of tubular nuts 2, Which 
are threaded in or on the ends of the eXten 
sions. 
By screwing the nuts down on the tubular 

extensions, the pressure eXerted by the fanges 
thereof on the bell-shaped casings, Will force 
the plate 0 into the opening 2 of the Imain 
casting until the beaded edge of the plate comes 
to a solid bearing on the casting, and hold it 
securely clamped in position. 
To gain access to the Valves and pipe connec 

tions back of the unit, it is only necessary to 
take the handles off the Valve stems and un 
SCreW the tubular nutS and plate i can be 
bodily removed, thereby clearing the Opening 2 : 
in the main casting and eXposing the piping, 
etc., through the opening. 
As the construction and many important ad 

Vantages of the invention Will be apparent from 
the foregoing, it Will not be necessary to further : 
describe the Same. 

I clain: 
1. A plumbing fiXture for a bathroom com 

prising a recessed unit adapted to be set into a 
Wall'eceSS of a room above a tub to provide an 
Open frOnt housing for an inset handle assembly 
of the Water Supply pipes, said unit including 
an escultcheOn member adapted to be Secured 
Within said Wall recess in substantiallyfiush 
relation to Said Wall, and a removable rear Wall 
portion inset rearwardly from the plane of the 
esclutcheon member and carrying a valve han 
dle assembly including means for removably 
Securing Said rear Wall portion Within Said 
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escutcheon member to give access to the rear of 45 
the unit. 

4 
2. The plumbing fixture described in claim 1 

Wherein the removable Wall portion of the unit 
carrying the Valve handle assembly is provided 
With integral forwardly eXtending conical sleeve 
like projections that are adapted to encircle and 
concealthe inner portion of the Valve stems 
to Which the handlesare attached. 

3. A plumbing fiXture for a bathroom com 
prising a receSSed unit adapted to be set into a 
Wall recess of a room above a tub to provide an 
open front housing for an inset valve handle as 
sembly of the water supply pipes, said unit in 
cluding an escutcheon member surrounding said 
Valve handle assembly housing and including 
top and bottom front flange portions extending 
respectively above and below said housing, and 
means carried by Said escutcheon member de 
fining an auxiliary compartment rearwardly of 
each of said flange portions, said flange portions 
each being provided with an access opening 
communicating respectively with said compart 
ments, the upper Wall portion of the lower com 
partment being cut away rearwardly of its front 
flange memberto provide an opening into said 
housing, said frontflange member adjacent said 
cut aWay portion being contoured and thickened 
to provide a hand hold. 
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