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7o all uchom, it may concerm: 
Be it km own that I, JAMES BARKER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
sidling, at Detroit, in the county of Wayne 
a nel State of Michigan, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Index 
IBooks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had therein to the ac ("Ompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to index books and 

has among the objects thereof to provide a 
construction of book which will permit a 
given account or other record in the book 
to be readily found, and to so arrange the 
Several parts that the book may be easily 
and cheaply manufactured. 
The invention consists in the peculiar con 

struction, relation and combination of elle 
mients as will more fully hereinafter appear. 
While my invention is equally applicable 

to ni Ne'otas kinds of books, I will show and 
descriile the same as embodied in a ledger. 

In the drawings,——Figure 1 is a plan view 
of the book; and Fig. 2 is a „similar view 
illustrating the parts in a different relation. 
The edger is divided by means of a pri 

nary index or master tabs A into a s plu 
:’ality of sections, each of which has the 
leaves B thereof divided into subdivisions, 
the subdivisions being indicated by tabs C 
projecting from one edge of the leaves. Ar 
ranged at the front of each section is an 
index sheet D and a corresponding index 
sheet E is also arranged at the end or bot 
tom of each section. These index sheets 
contain a secondary index such as the let 
ters AA-—AD, AE—AI, i etc., and a sub 
index as 1, 2, 3, etc., both the secondary in 
dex and the sub-indices being arranged in a 
vertical column F adjacent the edge of the 
sheet corresponding to the edges of the 
leaves that are provided with the marginal 
tabs and the sub-indices being positioned 
adjacent or opposite their respective sec 
ondary indices. Preferably the tabs C are 
formed as integral projections of the leaves 
opposite their bound edge and are posi 
tioned to be arranged in stepped relation, 
the tabs being provided upon both sides 
with sub-indices 1, 2, 3, etc., corresponding 
to the sub-indices of the vertical column F. 
By this arrangement, no matter at what 
page the book is opened, there will always 
be a complete sub-index visible on the tabs. 
As shown, the index sheets D E have the 

edges H thereof in substantially the same 
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| plane as the edges I of the tabs D and, there 
fore, When the book is opened to the first 
page of a subdivision, as in Fig. 1, the ver 
tical column of indices of the index sheet at 
the bottom of the section will be covered by 
the Dnarginal tabs. However, the vertical 
column F of the index sheet D will be in 
position to be observed. When the book is 
opened at an intermediate point of a sec 
tion, as in Fig. 2, a portion only of the ver 
tical column of indices of each of the index 
sheets will be exposed to view, but the part 
of the vertical column of one sheet which is 
covered corresponds to the portion of the 
vertical column of the other sheet which is 
exposed, the exposed portions of the vertical 
columns of the two index sheets therefore 
forming a complete index. 
To find an account under a given name 

as “ Banks ” the bokkeeper turns to the 
naster tab having B thereon and opens the 
book to any portion of the section under 
sich master tab. " But assume that the book 
is opened to the first page of the section, the 
parts will then be as shown in Fig. 1. The 

60 

65 

70 

75 

Secondary indices . A A—AD, AE. --AL, etc. 
of the sheet D are run down to Ban and the 
sub-index under Ban ascertained. which in 
the present instance is 7. The bookkeeper 
tihen places his thumb on the tab having the 
sub-index 7 thereon and opens the book to 
this sub-division, the parts then being as 
shown in Fig. 2. If after the book is opened 
to the point illustrated in the latter figure, it 
is desired to find an account under the name 
of “Anderson,” it is not necessary to turn 
the leaves back to the beginning of the sub 
division, but since the portions of the ver 
tical columns of the two index sheets which 
are exposed form a completed vertical col 
unan, the bookkeeper can readily ascertain 
the sub-index of the subdivision desired, 
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which would be 3, as will be readily seen . 
from the portion of the vertical column at 
the right of Fig. 2. The tab for this sec 
ondary indices will be found to the left of 
said figure. On the other hand if, (when 
the parts as illustrated in Fig. 2) the ac 
count under “ Bedell” is to be found, the 
vertical column to the left of Fig. 2 is run 
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down and the secondary indices of the sub 
division ascertained. The tab for this sub 
division or 12 is at the right of the book. 
Thus by the arrangement of parts hereto 
fore described, not only is there a complete 
secondary and sub-index exposed at any 
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point of a section to which the book is 
openedl, blitt furthermore, the arrangement 
provides a book that is indexed both right 
and left handed. "This atter feature is 
highly advantageouls, as in all single inbexes 
it it is necessary when the book is opened at 
an intermediate point of the Section to first 
ti'n to either' the beginning or the end of 
ühe section before another giyen account 
can be located. A very highly adly ainta greous feature of a . Y , 

book embodying my invention is that the 
marginal edges of the index sheets contain 
ing the vertical columns lie within the plane || 
of the outer ends of the tabs, as before 
stated, since tlmis in effect provides---as far as 
binding is concerned—a book having all the 
pages theireof of the saInne size. Such a 
structure greatly redulces the cost of binding 
over a book having leaves of varying dengths 
or widths. 

It is to be understood of course, that if the 
book is composed of only one section the 
master tabs are oimitted. When formed of a 
plurality of Sections, preferably the index 
sheet has upon one side a vertical column of 
indices for one section, While the opposite 
face contains the column of indices for the 
adjacente section. Also the same arrainge 
ment of the linnarginal tabs indicating the sub 
divisions and the Sub-indices on the tabs is 
employed for the various sections. as this 
permits using like sheets for corresponding 
subdivisions and furtler allows the printing 
of indices on the tabs C to be standardized, 
so to speak. En formning the book, there 
fore, the Secondary index of each section may 
be of any desired arrangement, but the 
index remains the same. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A book including a section composed 

of a plurality of leaves divided into subdi 
visions and hayiling tab8 on the Same edges 
thereof indicating the Subdivisions, said tabs 

Sub 
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being arranged in stepped relation, indices 
on the tabs, each tab being provided with 
like indices upon both faces thereof, an index 
sheet positioned at the end of the section, a 
column of indices designating the Subdivi 
sions arranged along the edge of the sheet 
subjacent to the tabbed edges of the leaves, 
Sub-indices in said column relating to the 
indices on said tabs, said index sheet having 
the marginal edge thereof containing the 
vertical column positioned substantially in 
ilhe plane of the outer edges of the tabs, and 
a second index sheet arranged at the begin 
ning of the section and similar to the first 
mentioned index sheet. 

2. A book comprising a plurality of leaves, 
master' tabs dividing said leaves into Sec 
tions, the leaves of each section being ar 
l'anged in subdivisions and having tabs on 
the edges thereof opposite the bound edge 
indicating the Subdivisions. Said tabs being 
arrainged in stepped relation, indices on the 
tabs, each of the latter having like indices 
upon opposite faces thereof, an index sheet 
at the end of each section, a secondary index 
designating the subdivisions arranged in a 
vertical column along the edge of the sheet 
opposite the bound edge, sub-indices in Said 
column relating to the indices on said tabs 
and positioned subjacent their respective 
secondary indices, said index sheet having 
the marginal edge thereof containing the 
vertical colulimin positioned substantially in 
the plane of the outer edges of the tabs, and 
a second index sheet arranged at the begin 
ning of each section and similar to the first 
mentioned index sheet. 

In testimony whereof i affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES BARKER. 

Witnesses: 
WWM. J. BIELKNAP, 
JAMIES P. BARRY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, TP. C.” 
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