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i. 

United States Patent Office - 3,141,549 
Patented July 21, 1964 

3,41549 
FGALABLE POSTAL CARE) 
Karl Koehler, Coopersburg, Pa. 

Fied (Oct. 29, 1962, Ser. No. 233,968 
4 (Cais. (C. 296-42) 

This invention relates to a foldable postal card and, 
more particularly, relates to a paper fold construction 
which provides a flip action when a portion of the fold 
is pulled out or otherwise moved by finger action. 

Conventional postal cards of the foldable type have 
outstanding disadvantage of providing nothing to force 
fully call attention to any particular portion of the card, 
consequently when used for advertising, important adver 
tising data is often overlooked. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a fold 

able, postal card which is devoid of the above named dis 
advantage and which will provide a flip action when un 
folded or opened, so as to call attention to a particular 
portion of the fold in a striking manner. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent 
from a study of the following description taken with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a foidable postal card en 
bodying the principles of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a rear view thereof when the card is folded; 
FIG. 3 is a rear view, showing the fold partially opened 

and in position before a portion of the tab is pulled out 
wardly; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 except that it shows 
the card in the position after the tab is pulled outwardly 
to provide fiip action and expose the folded portion of 
the card; and, 

FIGS. 5 and 6 are perspective views of a modification, 
shown closed and open, respectively, and FIG. 7 is a top 
view of FiG. 6. 

Referring more particularly to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 of the 
drawing, numeral i denotes, generally, a postal card made 
of paper, cardboard or other suitable material. Front 
panel or portion 2 of the card may be that on which the 
addressee's name and address appears as well as the post 
age. A flap portion 3 of panel 2 is folded over about 
half of the rear portion of the card as shown in FIG. 2 
and is provided with an integral tab portion 3a which 
is adapted to extend through a slot 4a formed in the 
crease line 4b of rear panel 4 of the postal card. 

Crease line 4b acts as a pivot for the panel portions 
on each side thereof, as shown more clearly in FIG. 4. 
The left marginal portion, only, of panel 4 is glued onto 
or otherwise adhered to panel 2 and the entire portion 
of panel 4 to the right of crease line 4b is glued at 5 
to panel 6, as shown more clearly in FIG. 4. Panel 6 
has a substantially central, crease line or fold 6b and 
has an integral "pull out” tab 6a. It will be especially 
noted that when in folded position, a portion of panel 6 
extends to the left of crease line 4b as viewed in FIG. 3. 

in operation, when the folded card, as shown in FIGS. 
1 and 2, is to be opened, panel 3 is pulled to the right so 
as to withdraw tab 3a from slot 4a and unfold flap 3 into 
the position shown in FIG. 3. Then the tab 6a, bear 
ing the instructions "pull out,' is pulled in the direction 
shown by the arrow, as viewed in FIG. 3, whereupon 
the fold line or crease 6b will bear against and slide on 
the rear surface of panel 2, thus gradually pivoting the 
right hand portion of panel 4 relative to the left hand por 
tion until finally, when the crease 6b passes the dead 
center provided by crease line 4b, the rear panel por 
tion 6 will become suddenly unfolded and will fip to 
the position shown in F.G. 4. This flip action is a very 
quick one and makes an immediate change of view from 
that represented in FIG. 3 to that shown in F.G. 4, so 
that the latter will be forcibly called to the attention of 
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the viewer. Advertising "gimmicks' or articles can be 
enclosed within the folded panel 6 so that when it is lin 
folded or flipped open, they will be suddenly called to 
the attention of the viewer in a rather spectacular way, 
thus making a lasting impression on the viewer and 
enabling the card to provide sales or promotion appeal. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a modification of the invention with 
out a pull-out tab, shown in the folded position and in 
dicated generally by numeral E0. It comprises a stiff 
back panel 2 of cardboard or similar material which is 
spaced from a stiff front panel 25 and integrally joined 
therewith through edge portion SA. Front panel 15 has 
a fold or crease line denoted by the vertical dash lines 
S5a. Spacer strips 4 are adhered to the front and rear 
panels to provide a spacing therebetween. 
FIG. 6 shows the card when manually moved to the 

open position which is accomplished by bending or fold 
ing the front panel E3 about the crease line shown in 
dash outline. As the folder is being opened an integral 
reversely bent extension 15-16 of the front panel 13 will 
slide along the surface of back panel 2 and slightly spring 
apart the front and rear portions closest to spacers 4 
until the edge of extension 6 passes dead center, after 
which it will spring to the position shown by the tendency 
of the sprung front and rear portions to return to their 
normal, unsprung positions. 
The card may then be placed upright on the table sur 

face so that the printed matter on sheet 19, adhered to 
back panel 2, may be exposed. Also exposed may be 
any wares supported on sheet 27, shown in dash and dot 
outline, such as pills, postage stamps, or anything that 
may be supported on a sheet. The sheet 17 has one edge 
portion fastened to and sandwiched between extension 16 
and the end portion of panel 5. 

F.G. 7 shows a top view of the card in the position 
shown in F.G. 6. The left edge of sheet 9 may serve 
as a stop for the adjoining edge of extension 6, if so 
desired crinay be spaced therefrom as shown. 
The card is also useful for advertising leaflets, greet 

ing cards and the like, and is particularly fascinating to 
children. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided an inexpen 

sive and efficient postal card of the foldable type with 
a flip action which is highly effective to call special at 
tention to a particular fold in the card, which makes a 
striking impression on the viewer, and which has sales 
and promotional appeal. 
While I have illustrated and described several embodi 

ments of my invention, it will be understood that these 
are by way of illustration only, and that various changes 
and modifications may be made within the contemplation 
of my invention and within the scope of the following 
claims. 

i claim: 
1. A foldable card having a front panel having a fold 

able extension with an integral tab, a rear panel ad 
hered to said front portion only along a marginal por 
tion thereof opposite said tab and having a substantially 
central, vertically extending crease line for effecting a 
fold, a third panel having a marginal portion adhered to 
the rear portion of said rear panel on only one side of 
said crease line, said third panel having a substantial cen 
tral, Vertically extending crease line which is normally 
Sandwiched between said front panel and said rear panel 
on the other side of said second panel fold, said third 
panel having an integral tab projecting outwardly beyond 
the margin of Said rear panel, whereby upon pulling said 
last mentioned tab, said rear panel will be folded over 
about its crease line as a consequence of sliding move 
ment of said third panel crease line against the rear por 
tion of said front panel to provide flip action after pass 
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ing the dead center of said second panel crease line, there 
by unfolding said third panel and suddenly exposing the 
interior surface thereof. 

2. A foldable card as recited in claim 1 together with 
a sheet supporting merchandise, said sheet attached to the 
rear surface of said front panel. 

3. A foldable card in the form of a booklet having 
a stiff rear panel and a stiff front panel, spacer strip 
means joining the adjoining end portions of said panels 
so that the panels will be held in spaced relationship, said 
front panel having a vertical crease line extending paral 
lel to said spacer strip means, the free end portion of 
said front panel being reversely bent upon itself and form 
ing a double layer only up to said crease line, the inner 
layer portion of said double layer having a single-layered 
extension projecting beyond said crease line by a distance 
greater than the spacing between said front and rear 
panels so as to push against said rear panel and spring 
apart said front and rear panels until said extension 
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4. 
passes dead center when the front panel is folded on said 
crease line, reading matter on the inner surface of said 
rear panel and beyond the crease line of said front panel 
away from said spacer strip means, whereby when said 
cxtension passes dead center said reading matter will be 
exposed to view. 

4. A foldable card as recited in claim 3 wherein said 
extension is in the form of a reversely bent portion form 
ing a double layer and wherein a sheet supporting mer 
chandise has an end portion sandwiched between and held 
by said last mentioned double layer so as to expose also 
said merchandise when said card is opened. 
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