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1

This invention relates to a clothesline support-
ing means, more particularly to a clothesline
pulley assembly, and has for an objsct to pro-
vide such a device particularly for supporting the
outer end of a double clothesline in such a man-
ner that the line may easily be shifted when
loaded with clothes, but also so that both runs
of the line can be used for supporting the cliothes
and the line will be capable of readily running
around the pulley while the clothes are supported
on it, without difficulty, and without loosening cor
displacing the clothespins.

Another objeet is to provide a strueture of this
character which may readily adjust itself to dif-
ferent conditions and loads, and which is so con-
structed that the clothesline will always auto-
matically maintain a proper position on the de-
vice for most effective operation.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
I have devised the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawing forming a part of this
specification. It is, however, to be understood
the invention is not limited to the specific dz-
tails of construction and arrangement shown, but
may embody various changes and modifications
within the scope of the invention.

In this drawing:

Fig. 1 shows a double clothesline with my im-
proved-assembly supporting the outer end there-
of;

Fig. 2 is a section of the device on a larger scale
and

Fig. 3 is a top plan view on a somewhat re-
duced scale.

The usual double run clothesline is indicated
at {8 running over a pulley 1§ of any suitable
constriiction supported at the house on, for ex-
ample, a post 12 of a porch where the line is
easily accessible, and the outer end is supported
on & pole or post 13, for example, from any suita-
ble support, preferably a hook (4. The outer
pulley ‘assembly comprises a bracket or support
{5 comprising a tapered arm {8, preferably a
substantia'ly flat strip of metal provided with an
opening {7 at its outer end having curved walls
to seat over the hook 14, the opening preferably
being larger than the hook, so that with its
curved walls it is free to rock or oscillate on the
hook, not only laterally but also up and down,

to accommodate the device to different condi- &

tions on the line, as, for instance, should it be-
come slack, or more heavily loaded on one side
than the other, or other changing conditions.
At its other end, the suvport 15 is provided with
a head portion 18 which is preferably substan-
tially flat, and between this head portion and
the arm portion {8 is offset upwardly and trans-

versely curved, as shown at 19, to provide a-

transverse curved groove 20 and at its forward
side with an upright transverse curved shoulder
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21, the opposite wall 22 tapering gradually from
the deepest part of the groove to the under side
of the arm. -
Mounted in this head portion 18 and depend-
ing therefrom is a supporting bolt or stud 23 rig-
idly mounted in the head portion in any suita-
ble manner. A convenient and satisfactory way
is to provide the bolt or stud with a head or
shoulder 24 spaced from its upper end, s:ating
against the under side of the head porticn {8, the
portion above this flange being passed through
an opening in the head #8 and threaded to ve-
ceive a clamping nut 25 whereby the bolt may
be securely clamped to this head portion.
Mounted to rotate on this bolt or stud is a
pulley construction 28 comprising an upper body
portion 27 and a lower tapered fange portion 28.
The upper body portion 27 is preferably some-
what tapered, with its larger diameter at its
upper end, and the flange portion 28 is located
at the lower end of this body portion and is sub-
stantially frusto-conical in shape so as to taper
downwardly and outwardly from the lower end
of the body portion. The angle of the taper may
vary, but it is preferably from about 32 to about
45 degrees to the horizontal and should he such
as to permit the line with clothes on it held by
the standard type of clothespin 29 to run around
the edge without disconnecting the pins. There
is also preferably formed at the upper end of the
tapered flange portion 28 a horizontal shoulder
30 which is somewhat larger than the diameter
of the lower end of the body portion 217, to thus
form a horizontal shoulder or shelf to support the
line {8, and prevent it from running down onto
the tapered flange 28 as the line slackens. It is
also preferred to provide in the lower end portion
of the body portion 27 a shallow groove §! im-
mediately above the shoulder or shelf 38 to pre-
vent the line moving up on this body portion on
a small slack in the line, which would permit the
pulley to swing downwardly a relatively small
amount, but would not retain the line against
moving up on the body portion. on a much

i, greater dropping of the pulley.

The body portion 27 and the fiange portion 28
may be formed in one piece, but a much lighter
weight construction is substantially that shown
in the drawing, in which the body 27 is a hollow
relatively thin metal construction closed at its
lower end 22, with the tapered flange portion 28
having a horizontal top wall 33 at the under side
of the wall 32 and secured thereto by any suita-
ble means, such as the rivets 34, the flange por-

5 tion 28 being also of sheet métal, but of proper

gauge to provide the proper strength. A disc 35
may be secured in the upper part of the body
portion by any suitable means, siich for exampls,
as welding to the body portion, as indicated at
36, to provide an upper bearing for the device on
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the bolt 23, the lower bearing being provided with
the two walls 32 and 33.

In operation, with the line {8 of proper tight-
ness it will run around the groove 31 and on the
shoulder 30. As the clothes are hung on either
side of the line they may be adjusted outwardly

by shifting the line in the usual manner. As they.

reach this pulley assembly, they can readily pass
around it without being detached from the line
when held by the standard pins 29. The lower
or depending portions of these pins merely engage
the rim of the tapered flange 28, as indicated in
Figs. 2 and 3, and this flange will merely cause
the pins to be tipped or inclined without loosen-
ing or disconnecting them from the line, and they
will merely pass around the pulley with the
clothes without becoming loosened or detached.
Sagging of the device by the weight of the clothes
or stretching of the line will not cause the line
to run down on the tapered flange 28, but it will
be supported on the horizontal shoulder 30 and
be retained in proper running position on the
body portion 21. The taper of this body portion
27 with the largest diameter at the top will tend
{0 cause the line to run downwardly on this body
portion so as to automatically locate itself at the
jower end thereof unless the outer end of the
support 15 with the pulley should drop consider-
ably to cause the line to move upwardly on this
body portion. The groove 31, however, will re-
tain this line at the lower end of the body por-
tion for ordinary sagging of the line and dropping
of the pulley, but after it has dropped to a cer-
tain angle, say about 45 degrees or lower, the line
will run up the body portion 217 into the groove
29. 'This groove supports the line off the pulley
and away from its upper edge so that the line
cannot jam between the upper edge of the pulley
and the support. For best operation, the diam-
eter of the head 18 should be about the same
diameter or a little larger than the diameter of
the upper end of the body portion 27. If the
head portion is narrower than the upper end of
the pulley or of a smaller diameter, there is a
tendency for the line to get in between and hind
between the edge of the pulley and the support
when the line becomes slack and the pulley drops
or hangs downwardly at an angle from the hook,
and the more the tension the tighter it binds,
but with the head about the same diameter as
the upper end of the pulley and with this groove
20 in the under side of the support, there is no
danger of the line becoming jammed or binding
hetween the pulley and the support no matter
how far the pulley may sag or at what angle it
may drop from the supporting hook 14. As soon
as the line is tightened this device will be auto-
matically shifted to the more nearly horizontal
position,, and the line will automatically move
down the pulley to its normal position in the
groove 31 and on the shoulder 38. The curved
shape of the opening {71 will permit the device
to automatically tip sideways at a considerable
angle, even up to as much as about 45 degrees on
uneven loading of the line; that is, for example,
when all the weight is on one run .of the line, or
with other uneven loading conditions, the device
automatically assumes the neutral position to
permit effective running of the line and most
easy operation. That is, it lets the pulley accom-
modate itself to strains from different points
and different angles. This increases efficiency
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4
of the line and increases its capacity as both
sides can be used.

Having thus set forth the nature of my inven-
tion, what I claim is:

1. A clothesline pulley assembly comprising a
supporting bar provided with means at one end
for mounting it on a supporting hook or the like
for free lateral and up and down rocking move-
ments, a depending bolt at the other end, & line
supporting pulley mounted on the bolt comprising
an upright somewhat tapered body portion with
the larger diameter at the top, 2 downwardly and
outwardly tapered flange portion at the lower end
of the body portion, and said bar including a
head portion covering the upper end of the pulley
and a transverse curved upward recess in the
under side of the bar at the edge of said body
portion to receive the line from the body portion

. and subport it on a given dropping of the pulley

Ly cagging of the line.

2. A clothesline pulley assembly comprising a
supporting bar provided with means at one end
for mounting it on a supporting hook or the like
for free lateral and up and down rocking move-
ments, a depending bolt at the other end, a line
supporting pulley mounted on the bolt compris-
ing an upright somewhat tapered body portion
with the larger diameter at the top, said bar in-
cluding a head portion at the upper end of the
pulley and provided on its under side with an up-
wardly extending transversely curved shoulder at
the edge of said body pertioh to receive the line
from the body portion and support it on a given

. dropping of the pulley by sagging of the line,

and said pulley including a downwardly and out-
wardly inclined flange portion at the lower end
of the body portion provided with an annular
shoulder at the lower end of the body portion and
of larger diameter than this portion.

3. A clothesline pulley assembly comprising a
supporting bar provided with means at one end
for mounting it on a supporting hook or the like
for free lateral and up and down rocking move-
ments, a depending bolt at the other end, a line
supporting pulley mounted on the bolt comprising
an upright somewhat tapered body portion with
the larger diameter at the top, said bar including
a head portion covering the upper end of the
pulley and provided on its under side with an up-
wardly extending transverse curved shoulder at
the edge of said body portion to receive the line
from the body portion and support it away from
the edge of the body on dropping of the pulley
by sagging of the line beyond a given amount, a
downwardly and outwardly tapered flange por-
tion at the lower end of the hody portion, an
annulay shoulder between the body and flange
portions of larger diameter than the body por-
tion to retain the line on the body portion, and
the body being provided with an annular groove
immediately above the shoulder. '

JOHN W, CONWAY.
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