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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES C. KEEDY, a
citizen of the United States residing at Mount
Morris, in the county of Orrle and State of Tili-
nois, have invented a new and useful Fence-
Stay, of which the followingis a specification.

The invention relates to. improvements in
fences.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of wire fences by
pI‘OVlde' a fence-stay which will be simple
and inexpensive in construetion, adapted to
be readily applied to a fence, and capable of
firmly supporting fence-wires and at the same
time of permitting them to yield to any severe

“strain to avoid breakage.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, hereinafter more fully deseribed, illus-
trated in the.accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a fence provided with
fence-stays constructed in accordance with
this invention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail
perspective view of one of the links of the
stay.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a stay composed of a series of
links 2, and having its terminals embracing
the top and bottom cables or twisted wires 3
and 4 of a fence, which is provided with any
number of intermediate fence-wires 5, dis-

. posed horizontally. The upper and lower
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links of the stay receive the twisted wires of
the cables 3 and 4, and are secured by loops
or yokes 2%, which hold the stay against dis-
placement and at the same time permit the

stay to have a swinging movement interme--

diate of its ends.

Fach link 2 is constructed of a single piece
of wire doubled or bent on itself at opposite
points to form a continuous unbroken side 6,
and the other side is composed of two por-
tions 7, overlapped or crossing each other at
the center of the link and having their termi-
nals8bentatrightangles and extended aCross
the link and formed into open eyes 9. The

terminals or transverse portions § of the simi-
lar side portions 7 are arranged parallel and

| separated to provide a substantially-rectan-
gular opening or space 10 for the passage of
a horizontal fence-wire.

In common with this type of fence-stays the
links are attached together to form a chain-
like stay, as shown, and the stay is perma-
nently but movably or flexibly attached to
the fenceat the top and bottom thereof andis
loosely connected with the fence-wires, and is
adapted to move longitudinally of the same.
Asinotherfence-stays, the linksare also capa-
ble of telescoping orsliding on each other to
yield to any depression of the fence, and as
soon as the pressure on any part of the fence
is removed the stay immediately resumes its
normal position and cannot become bent or
distorted by the strains to which a fence is
subjected. As is well known, the locse con-
nection betweenthe intermediate fence-wires
and the links permits the fence-wires to be
tightened from time to time and to be ad-
justed as desired and to be mended in case
of breakage without altering the position of
the stay or straining the same.

It will be seen that the fence-stay isexceed-
ingly simpleand inexpensive in construction,
that it possesses greatstrength and durability,
and that it is capable of readily yielding to
any movement of the fence, and of resuming
its initial position as soon as the pressure on
the fence is removed.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor.details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

"What I claim is—

1. Afence stay, comprising a series of links
loosely connected together and arranged in
the form of a chain, and each constructed of
a single piece of wire and composed of a con-
tinuous side, and the similar overlapping side
portions having their terminals bent trans-
versely of the link and engaged with the con-

‘tinuousside and formingan intervening open-

ing adapted to receive loosely a horizontal
fence wire, substantially as deseribed. :
2. The combination with top and bottom
cables or twisted wires of a fence, and inter-
mediate fence wires, of a stay.comprising a
series of links and having its terminals se-
cured to the twisled wires or.cables at the
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top and bottom of the fence, each of said
links being constructed of a single piece of
wire bent at opposite points to form a con-
tinuous side and overlapping side portions,
the terminals of the side portions being bent
at right angles and formed into eyes and ex-
tended across the link and engaging the con-
tinuous side thereof, and forming an inter-
vening space or opening loosely receiving one
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of theintermediate fence wires, substantially ro -
as described.
In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed mysignature in
the presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES C. KEEDY.
Witnesses:
D. B. KEEDY,
FRANK COFFMAN.




