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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to a closing and locking 
device for swingable closures and particularly for 
trunks and chests having SWingable lids as in the 
case for example of the trunks carried at the 
back of motor vehicles. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

latching device for trunk lids or the like in which 
an operating handle is yieldingly restrained 
against movement when the lid is open, and in 
which operation of the handle retains the latch 
ing hook against disengagement. 

In the accompanying drawing which illustrates 
by way of example one practical constructional 
form of locking device 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic side view of the device 
applied to a trunk having a Swinging lid, the 
trunk being shown Wide Open. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view of the trunk completely 
closed. 
This invention is shown in its application to 

a trunk of a well known type which may be used 
as a motor car trunk to be placed at the back 
of the vehicle and in which one of the Vertical 
panels may be hinged to the bottom as indi 
cated at 2 and the top lid is SWingable around 
a hinge fa. 
The top lid f f is provided with a handle 2 

swinging around a pivot 3. A hook 4 provided 
with a guiding cam slot 6 is pivoted at 4 
upon the handle 2 and a pin or Spur 5 Secured 
upon the lid f extends into the slot 6. A 
spring it is connected at one end to a pin 8 
in the closure or lid and at its other end to a 
pin 19 carried by the hook 4 at a point Spaced 

35 

40 

from the pivot 48 of the hook. A staple 20 is 
secured by soldering upon a fixed part of the 
trunk. 
When the lid is in closed position the handl 

cannot turn in the direction of the arrow f' (Fig. 
1) as the bottom of groove 6 strikes pin 5 
which prevents further movement. 
When the hook 4 comes in the position in 

(C. 292-126) 
dicated in dotted lines by 4' in Fig. 1, the staple 
20 causes it to swing in the direction indicated 
by the arrow f. As soon as the hook has swung 
doWn the handle 2 is free and the effort ex 
erted upon the handle to complete the downward 
movement of the lid tends to rotate said handle 
around its pivot 3, the spring f acting also in 
the same way so that the hook 4 is pushed in 
the Staple 2.0 (Fig. 2) thus insuring the locking 
of the lid. 
While I have illustrated and described by way 

of example the preferred form of construction for 
carrying my invention into effect, this is capable 
of variation and modification. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 

5 

0 

5 

In a locking device for locking pivoted clo 
Sures to fixed parts, said fixed part having a 
keeper, a pivot adjacent the free edge of said 
pivoted closure, a handle swingable about said 
pivot, a pivot Secured upon said handle, a hook 
pivoted upon the pivot secured upon the handle, 
Said hook being provided with a projection and 
having a curved guide slot, a spur carried by 
Said pivoted closure and engaging in said slot, 
a Spring attached at one end to the closure and 
at the other end to a point of said hook spaced 
from its pivot, whereby when in inoperative posi 
tion the bottom of the hook slot abuts against 
its guiding Spur, the length of said slot being 
such that in the inoperative position the spur 
abuts an end of the slot and opposes rotation 
of the handle, the keeper being in the path of 
the hook projection. When said closure is moved 
in the closing direction by means of the handle 
whereby engagement of said projection with the 
keeper causes the hook to slide upon its guiding 
spur to permit the rotative movement of the 
handle in its latching direction, and said hook 
engages with the staple to latch the closure in 
closed position. A. 
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