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This invention relates to improvements in bras-
sidres and a particular object is to provide a
stretchable waist band in which the two half sec-
tions underlying the two breast pockets are nor-
mally arranged in an angular or inverted V-
shaped disposition so that, when the garment is
fastened about the wearer, these sections will be
straightened out to exert an uplifting action on
the bust of the wearer.

Another object is to provide stiffening areas in
the waist band adapted to give diaphragm con-
trol while permitting the band to have sufficient
elasticity in the circumferential direction of the
garment for relatively free breathing.

Proceeding now to a more detailed description,
reference will be had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Fig. 1 is a front plan view of a brassiére em-
bodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a view of the garment as it appears
when fastened about the wearer.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view, enlarged, taken along
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
the brassiére embodying my invention comprises
a pair of breast pockets 5, a waist band 6 under-
lying said breast pockets and side panels T ex-
tending from the outer side edges of the breast
pockets and waist band and having complemen-
tary fastening means 8 at their free ends for se-
curing the garment about the wearer.

Waist band 6 is divided into two half sections
{0 of one-way stretch elastic material, adapted to
stretch in the circumferential direction of the
garment. Sections [0 are pre-formed and are
tubular in cross-section as shown in Fig. 3. The
two sections 10 are joined at their inner side
edges to an inelastic strip 11 by suitable stitching
and are normally angularly disposed in substan-
tially inverted V-formation. Each section (0 is
secured at its upper edge to the lower edge of the
adjacent breast pocket as indicated at 12 and at
its outer side edge to the adjacent edge of side
panel 7 as indicated at 13. Each tubular section
{0 is provided with a stiffening member 14, pref-
erably of inelastic material, arranged to extend
from the inner side edge a substantial distance
toward the outer side edge of the band. The re-
sult of this arrangement of sections {0 and in-
elastic stiffening members 14 is to have a waist
band with a central portion of considerable
length which is held against stretching by the
stiffening members 14 and which is free to ex-
pand throughout that portion of the waist band
extending beyond the outer ends of the stiffen-
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ing members. The latter gives a diaphragm con-
trolling effect, which could not be obtained if
these stiffening members were omitted from the
elastic waist band.

As previously stated, the waist band sections 10
are normally disposed in inverted V-formation
so that when the garment is fitted about the
weavrer sections {0 will be stretched causing them -
to be substantially straightened out and thereby
exert an uplifting action on the bust of the wear-
er. The stiffening members (4 provide a stiff-
ened area in the central portion of the waist band
which tends to control the diaphragm while the
remainder of the elastic material in the waist
band is relatively free to expand and contract in
the circumferential direction of the garment to
permit freedom of breathing of the wearer.

Having thus described what I now believe to
be the preferred embodiment of my invention, it
will ke understood that changes and modifica-
tions may be resorted to within the scope and
spirit of this invention as defined in the append-
ed claims.

I claim:

1. In a brassiére of the character described, a
pair of breast pockets secured together at their
inneyr terminal portions, and a waist band of pre-
formed tubular elastic material having its upper
edge secured to the lower edge of the breast pock-
ets and adapted to stretch circumferentially of
the garment, said waist band being normally se-
cured throughout its length to the breast pockets
in inverted V-formation with its apex underlying
the inner terminal portions of the breast pockets
and provided with central inelastic stiffened
members arranged within the said tubular band
and extending in opposite directions from the
center line of the said waist band to points spaced

- from the ends of said waist band to hold said
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waist band against stretching, said elastic waist
band. being adapted to exert an uplifting action
on the bust with the stiffening areas of the waist
band exerting a diaphragm control on the wearer.

2. In a brassiére of the character described, a
pair of breast pockefs secured together at their
inner terminal porticns, a pair of waist band sec-
tions underlying said breast pockets and secured
thereto, said waist band sections comprising pre-
formed tubular elastic strips normally secured
throughout their lengths to the lower edge of
the breast pockets and to each other at their in-
ner side edges in inverted V-formation and
adapted to be streiched circumferentially of the
garment to exert an uplifting action on the
breasts of the wearer, and g stiffening member
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arranged within each of said tubular strips to
extend from the inner side edge a substantial
distance toward the outer side edge of each waist
band section to provide diaphragm control when
said walist band sections are stretched circum-
ferentially about the wearer.
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