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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in line slack adjusters and the pri 
mary object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a device particularly applicable for tighten 
ing the lines supporting tennis nets and the like. 
Another important object of the present in 

vention is to provide a line tightener including a 
line engaging member slidably mounted on said 
uprights and embodying novel and improved 
means for selectively adjusting said member rela 
tive to the uprights for reducing the slack in the 
line. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide a line adjuster that is quickly and readily 
applied to or removed from one or both uprights 
between which a line is extended. 
A still further aim of the present invention is 

to provide a line slack adjuster that is simple 
and practical in construction, strong and reliable 
in use, relatively inexpensive to manufacture, 
and otherwise well adapted for the purposes for 
which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a pair of 
uprights Supporting a tennis net structure, and 
showing the present invention applied thereon for 
use, and with parts of the net broken away and 
shown in section; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged horizontal Sectional 
view taken substantially on the plane of section 
line 2-2 of Figure 1, and with parts of the 
present invention broken away and shown in sec 
tion; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal vertical 
Sectional view taken substantially on the plane 
of section line 3-3 of Figure 2 and with parts 
broken away and shown in section; and 

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical sectional view 
taken substantially on the plane of section line 
4-4 of Figure 2. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 
in for the purpose of illustration, there is disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the numerals 0 and 2 represent a pair of Spaced 
parallel uprights or line supporting posts, which 
are partially embedded in the ground surface or 
which may be embedded in a concrete surface 
forming a tennis court or the like. 
Removably secured to one side of one of the 

posts, for example 0, is an upper hook member 
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4 and a lower hook member 6, that respectively 
engage eyes 8 at one terminal. of an upper line 
20 and a lower line 22, which are slidably 
mounted in sleeves 24 and 26 at the longitudinal 
marginal edges of a tennis net 28. The lower 
line 22 is adjustably connected to a lower hook 
member 30 carried by post 2. 
A transverse substantially rectangular slot 32 

is provided adjacent the upper terminal of post 
2, and communicates with the bore 34 extending 
through said post. Slidably mounted in the slot 
32, is an elongated substantially rectangular 
arm 36 provided with a screw-threaded rod 38, 
rigidly secured to one end, that slidably engages 
the bore 34. Receivably engaging the rod 38 and 
bearing against One side of the post 2, is a pref 
erably circular nut 40 integrally formed at one 
terminal of a crank handle 42. 

Integrally formed with one terminal of arm. 
36, is a substantially rectangular block 44 hav 
ing a line engaging bore 46 through which the 
upper line 20 is slidably mounted. A set screw or 
the like 48, adjustably mounted in the block 44 
communicates with bore 46, for selectively bear 
ing against the line 20, to retain the same in 
position to the block 44. 
In practical use of the device, the line 20 is 

first pulled through the bore 46 and set Screw 
48 tightened. Then by rotating the crank han 
dle 42 in one direction, the arm 36 is selectively 
adjusted in slot 32, to reduce and remove the 
Slack present in line 20. Should it be desirable 
to remove the net 28, the line 22 is disengaged 
with hooks 6 and 30, and the line 20 is dis 
engaged with hook 4 and the block 44. 

Obviously, although depicted in the drawings, 
the present invention is particularly applicable 
for tightening lines Supporting tennis nets. It 
Should be noted, that the same could likewise be 
used for tightening clotheslines, badminton Sup 
porting lines, guy lines, and other lines whereby 
it may become necessary to remove or reduce the 
Slack present in the Same. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the 
construction, operation and advantages of the 
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is ac 
cordingly deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
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described and the scope of the appended claims. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new is: 
1. A line tightener comprising a pair of up 

rights, a line removably carried by one of Said 
uprights, a horizontal slot provided in the other 
upright, a member slidably and non-rotatably 
mounted in said slot, a screw-threaded rod inte 
grally formed with said member projecting from 
Said slot, means receivably engaging said rod for 
Selective adjustment of said member relative to 
Said slot, a block integrally formed with and 
projecting laterally from said member, a bore 
provided in said block and disposed longitudinally 
of Said member for slidably engaging said line, 
and a set screw adjustably carried by said block 
communicating with Said bore for selectively ad 
justing Said line relative to said block. 

2. A line tightener comprising an elongated 
multisided member, a threaded rod integrally 
formed with one end of said member, and dis 
posed coaxially of said member, a block integral 
ly formed with and projecting laterally from the 
other end of Said member, said block having an 
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4. 
elongated bore paralleling said member and said 
rod, a set Screw threaded to said block and inter 
Secting Said bore for retaining a line in Said bore, 
and a Crank handle threaded on Said rod. 

EDWARD. W. DAVIS. 
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