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2o a 6/ uhojn it 7 nagy coucern : 
- Be it known that I, Jor-IN A. BAWSEL, of 
Powhatan Court-House, in the county of Pow 
lhatan and State of Virginia, have invented a 

- new and Improved Machine for Straightening 
and Pressing Tobacco; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full and exact de 
scription thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon. 

In preparing tobacco for packing into hogs 
heads, the leaves or bundle of leaves require 
straightening, after which they are laid in a 
pile and pressed, or "struck,” as it is called. 
isually the leaves are straightened by draw 
ing them through the hand, or through a hole 
in a board, or through a Section of an ox-horn. 
In some places a narrow box with a lever and 
a piece of board have been used as a rude 
press to solueeze and straighten the small bun 
(iles of tobacco preparatory to their being 
struck. All these operations are very slow 
and laborious, and the object of my machine 
is to perform the same work with dispatch 
al( in a better Inanner. 
My invention consists in an improved ma 

chine for pressing andstraighteningsmallbun 
dles of tobacco preparatory to their being 
pressed or struck in mass for packing. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure I. is 
Fig. 2 is a top 

View of the Same. 
Illjon the frame A are arranged two rollers, 

13 and (S. The tipper roller, B, has a project 
ing rim or follower, 13, which fits into a cor 
responding groove, r, in the lower roller, C. 
This groove rand follower B'are intended for 
straightening the tobacco-leaves, which are to 
be passed between the two roller's through the 
groove. The shaft of the lower roller carries 
a cog-wheel, n, and that of the upper carries 
a larger cog-wheel, II. The lower roller and 
cog-wheel in I}laybe set in motion by the crank 
N., when the wheel n will give motion to the 
wheel I and roller 13. The Shaft of the lower 
aroller also carries a band-wheel, I), which 

- transmits motion to the Small wheel E, and to 
the Toller R, which in turn moves the apron 
I, running overa Second roller, R. Theleaves 

s of tobacco, in small bundles of from Seven to 
ten leaves, are fed into the machine upon the 
table I', and passing between the rollers they 
escape upon the apron I., and are carried for 

the leaves before they are pressed. 

ward rintil they slide upon the receiving-board 
K. This apron I moves fast enough to keep 
the tips of the leaves straight asthey leave the 
rollers, and the board Kreceives the bundles without materially disturbing the compact 
form in which they leave the rollers. . 
Above the table Pare arrangedtwo springs, 

- S, which may better be made of wood, toavoid 
the hard metallicsurface, whichis more likely 
to cut or break the leaves, These Springs are 
connected with a treadle, H, by means ofrods 
3" and elbows T. By pressing the treadle down 
the ends of springs S are separated, as shown 
in red lines, Fig. 2, so that the bundle of to 
bacco can be put between the springs directly 
into the groove r, where it is caught by the 
revolving rollers... The large end of the to 
bacco-leaves or the butt-end of the bundle is. 
inserted foremost. As soon as the bundle is 
caught by the rollers the springs Sare allowed 
to press upon it, and it is drawn through the 
springs into the groove ’, thus straightening 

One end 
of the bars G, which support the upper roller, 
IB, have some play up and down in the post 
of the frame, and the bar G and the roller B 
are both pressed downward by the Springs F. 
From these bars G extendtwo connecting-rods, 
g, to the treadle-roller H. - By this arrange 
ment, when the treadle His depressed to sepa 
rate the springs S, the bars (3 and roller Bare 
slightly elevated, so that the bundle of to 
bacco-leaves can readily be.entered between 
the rollers. These springs IF night be ar 
ranged under the platform, so as to move the 
lower roller instead of the upper. Either one 
or two treadles may be employed, as one or 
two persons attend the machine. | . . 
Under the apron I, and in the groove ), is 

„placed a scraper, just fitted to the groove, for 
removing any tobacco which might otherwise 
adhere to the roller () and clog the machine. 
The position of this scraper is seen in dotted 
lines at U, Fig. 1. An oil-roller is also placed 
in the groover, in order constantly to lubri 
caté the groove, and thus slightly to oil the 
tobacco. This oil-roller is shown in Fig. 1 in 
(lotted lines at V. It is better to cover the oil 
róller with cloth or other similar substance. 
The oil is supplied to the roller from az cup, 
O, through a small tube, O'. – 

I am aware that mest uf the separate de 
vices employed in my machine are not new. 

  



: 2 i 24,1 sz. | 

Therefore I confine my clains to the use of | ' these devices as improvements in tobacco-ma 
chines. I also know that tobacco has been 
passed. through a hole formed by two grooved 
or fluted rollers placed opposite each other. 
. Having thus fully set forth my invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 

. Patent of the United States, is- i - 
. 1. The use of the follower B, fitting intothe 

i groove of the opposite roller, substantially as 
- set-forth. . : 

. 2. The Springs S, as constructed and op 
:erated, forguiding the tobacco and straight 
ening the leaves as they pass between the. 
"ollers, substantiallyas described. 

* \, K W 

: The use of the treadle H, in combination 
with the springs S and with the rollers B and 
C, operating substantially as described, for 

t separating the springs S, and also for sepa 
| rating the rollers, asset forth. 

. 4. The oil-cup O and roller V, in connec 
tion with groove r, for oiling the groove and 
the tobacco, substantially as described. 

J. A. BAWSEL. 
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