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ABSTRACT

A saddle hanger for connecting at least one bracing
member to a truss chord includes a base having a first end
portion for recelving a bracing member and an adjacent portion
for receiving a truss chord. A projecting element extends
from a transverse edge of the base portion, and has a width
narrower than the transverse dimension of the hanger base. A
plurality of flanges extends upward from side edges of the
base and defines with the base a channel for receiving one of
the truss chord and bracing member. The saddle hanger can be
formed from a stamped metal blank, with portions of the saddle
hanger being nested in side-by-side relation to minimize the

amount of material used.
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SADDLE HANGER FOR A STRUCTURE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
[0001] The present invention generally relates to
connections for structures, and more specifically, a saddle

hanger for connecting a truss chord and a bracing member.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The use of trusses in the building of structures
is commonplace. The bottom chords of trusses are often
reinforced by bracing members, specifically by lateral bracing
between adjacent trusses to transfer loads. The bottom chord
of the truss and the bracing member are connected by
connectors such as face mount clips or hangers. However, when
the bracing members are loaded in tension, the clips or
hangers offer low resistance to "pullout'"; i.e., the bracing
member pulls out of the c¢lip connecting it to the bottom chord
of the truss. As a solution to the weak tension resistance, a
face mount clip can be combined with an additional tension tie
to improve performance under tension. Using additional
components, such as a tension tie, 1s not preferable, as it

increases the cost and difficulty of manufacturing and

installation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] In one aspect of the present invention, a saddle
hanger for connecting at least one bracing member to a truss
chord generally comprises a base having a first end portion
slzed and shaped for receiving an end of a bracing member
thereon. An adjacent portion is sized and shaped for
receiving the truss chord thereon. The base has opposite side
edges extending from the first end portion to the adjacent
portion. The first end portion has a transverse edge remote

from the adjacent portion and extending between the side
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edges. The first end portion also has a projecting element
with a width less than a distance between the opposite side
edges at the first end portion. The projecting element
projects outward from the remainder of the transverse edge of
the first end portion. A plurality of flanges extends upward
from the side edges of the base. At least some of the flanges
define with the base a channel for receiving one of the truss
chord and bracing member.

[0004] In another aspect of the present invention, a
stamped metal blank for use in forming saddle hangers for
connecting bracing members to truss chords generally comprises
a first base section of a first saddle hanger. The first base
section includes first and second end portions and a middle
portion between the first and second end portions. A first
cut in the blank defines a transverse edge of the first end
portion and a projecting element of the first end portion
projecting outward from the remainder of the transverse edge.
The projecting element has fastening structure formed therein.
A second base section of a second saddle hanger includes first
and second end portions and a middle portion between the first
and second end portions. The first cut in the blank defines a
transverse edge of the second end portion of the second base
section and a projecting element projecting outward from the
remalnder of the transverse edge. The projecting element of
the second end portion of the second base section has
fastening structure formed therein and is nested in side-by-
side relation with the projecting element of the first base
section of the first saddle hanger. A second cut in the blank
partially defines flange sections of the first saddle hanger
adapted to be bent upward from the first base section to form
flanges of the first saddle hanger.

[0005] Other objects and features will be in part

apparent and in part pointed out hereinafter.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] FIG. 1 is a perspective of adjacent trusses

connected together by bracing members that are attached to the

trusses by saddle hangers;

[0007] FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective of
Figure 1;

[0008] FIG. 3 is a further enlarged bottom perspective of
one of the trusses at a location where the bracing members are
connected to the truss by one of the saddle hangers;

[0008] FIG. 4 1is a perspective of a saddle hanger
according to the present invention from a front and top

vantage;

[0010] FIG. 5 is a bottom of the saddle hanger from a
rear and bottom vantage;

[0011l] FIG. 6 is a side elevation thereof;

[0012] FIG. 7 is a perspective of a stamped metal blank
for forming a single saddle hanger according to the present
invention; and

[0013] FIG. 8 is a top view of a stamped metal blank for
forming two saddle hangers 1in nesting arrangement according to
the present invention.

[0014] Corresponding reference characters indicate

corresponding parts throughout the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Referring to Figs. 1-3, a connection system for
structures 1s shown generally at 10. Roof trusses generally
indicated at 12 each include truss members (broadly, "wooden
structural members") including upper chords 14, web members
16, and a bottom chord 18 joining the lower ends of the upper
chords. The number and orientations of the web members 16 and
chords 14, 18 may vary from the illustrated embodiment without
departing from the scope of the invention, as a saddle hanger

20 according to the present invention is readily applicable to
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other truss configurations. Moreover, the saddle hanger 20
may be used in a structural support other than a roof truss.

[0016] For the purposes of this description, each piece
of lumber incorporated as a truss member is of a rectangular
cross section having two narrow sides and two wide sides. The
lumber surfaces incorporating the two wide sides of the truss
members will be called faces.

[0017] As seen in Fig. 1, two adjacent roof trusses 12
are connected to a lateral brace or bracing member 22. The
bracing member 22 reinforces and stabilizes the trusses 12 and
transfers loads between the trusses, as 1s known in the art.
Two bracing members 22 are connected to the bottom chord 18 of
each truss 12 by one of the saddle hangers 20 (see also Figs.
2 and 3), as will be explained in further detail below.

{0018] Referring to Figs. 4-6, the saddle hanger 20
includes a base 24 and a plurality of flanges 26. The base 24
has a first end portion 28 and a middle portion 30 (broadly,
"an adjacent portion"). Opposite side edges 32 extend from
the first end portion 28 to the middle portion 30. The first
end portion 28 is sized and shaped to receive a bracing member
22, and the middle portion 30 is sized and shaped to receive a
truss chord, for example bottom chord 18 (see Fig. 3). The
first end portion 28 has a transverse edge 34 extending from
one of the opposite side edges 32 to the other at a location
remote from the middle portion 30. The transverse edge 34 1is
on a side of the first end portion 28 opposite the middle
portion 30.

[0019] A projecting element 36 projects outward in a
direction parallel to the side edges 32 from the remainder of
the transverse edge 34. The projecting element 36 has a width
Wl that 1s less than a distance D between the opposite side
edges 32 of the base 24 at the first end portion 28. More
specifically, the projecting element 36 does not span the

entire length of the transverse edge 34. In the illustrated
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embodiment, the projecting element 36 is generally rectangular
in shape, and the transverse edge 34 intersects the projecting
element at a generally right angle. However, the projecting
element can have other shapes within the scope of the present
invention. The projecting element 36 of the first end portion
28 1s disposed adjacent one of the side edges 32 of the base
24. Other locations of the projecting element are within the
scope of the present invention.

[0020] As i1llustrated, the base 24 can include a second
end portion 38 extending from the middle portion 30 in a
direction opposite to the first end portion 28. The second
end portion 38 is sized and shaped to receive another bracing
member 22, which i1s connected to the bottom chord 18 on the
opposite face from the bracing member received in the first
end portion 28 (see Fig. 3). The opposite side edges 32 of
the base 24 extend along the second end portion 38. The
second end portion 38, like the first end portion 28 described
above, has a transverse edge 40 extending from one of the side
edges 32 to the other. The transverse edge 40 is on the side
of the second end portion 38 that i1s opposite the middle
portion 30.

[0021] A projecting element 42 projects outward from the
remainder of the transverse edge 40. Referring to Fig. 5, the
projecting element 42 has a width W2 that is less than a
distance D between the opposite side edges 32 of the base 24
at the second end portion 38. More specifically, the
projecting element 42 does not span the entire length of the
transverse edge 40. In the illustrated embodiment, the
projecting element 42 is generally rectangular in shape, and
the transverse edge 40 intersects the projecting element at a
generally right angle. However, the projecting element can
have other shapes within the scope of the present invention.
The projecting element 42 of the second end portion 38 is

disposed adjacent one of the side edges 32 of the base 24.
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Other locations of the projecting element are within the scope
of the present invention.

[0022] In the illustrated embodiment, the projection
element 36 of the first end portion 28 1s offset from the
projecting element 42 of the second end portion 38.
Preferably, the projecting elements 36, 42 are laterally
offset from each other. In the illustrated embodiment, the
projecting element 36 is disposed adjacent one of the side
edges 32, and the projecting element 42 is disposed adjacent
the other side edge. Other configurations are within the
scope of the present invention.

[0023] Flanges 26 extend upward from the opposite side
edges 32 of the base 24. The saddle hanger 20 can 1include any
number and configuration of flanges 26. 1In a preferred
embodiment, the saddle hanger includes four flanges 26, which
are disposed on the side edges 32 adjacent respective
transverse edges 34, 40. The flanges 26 and the base 24
together form a channel for receiving the bottom chord 18 and
a channel for receiving the bracing member 22. More
specifically, the flanges 26 and the base 24 define a truss
channel 44 extending transversely of the base and sized and
shaped to receive the bottom chord 18, and a bracing member
channel 46 extending parallel to the side edges of the base
and sized and shaped to receive the bracing member 22. In the
illustrated embodiment, the flanges 26 and the base 24 form
two bracing member channels 46, facilitating the attachment of
two bracing members 22 to the truss bottom chord 18 on
opposing faces of the truss bottom chord (see Fig. 3).

[0024] In the illustrated embodiment, each flange 26
includes a truss connection portion 48 and a bracing member
connection portion 50 extending generally perpendicular to the
truss connection portion. The bracing member connection
portion 50 extends upward from and along the side edge 32 of

the base 24, and the truss connection portion 48 extends from
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the bracing member connection portion in a direction away from
the base. However, other configurations are within the scope
of the present invention. As illustrated, the bracing member
connection portions 50 of the flanges 26 located on the first
end portion 28 of the base 24 form a bracing member channel 46
with the base. Likewise, the bracing member connection
portions 50 of the flanges 26 located on the second end
portion 38 of the base 24 form another bracing member channel
46 with the base. The truss connection portions 48 of each of
the four flanges 26 1in the illustrated embodiment form the
truss channel 44 with the base 24.

[0025] The truss connection portion 48 of each flange 26
includes tabs 52, and the bracing member connection portion 50
of each flange includes tabs 54. Preferably, the tabs 52 of
each one of the truss connection portions 48 located on the
first end portion 28 are offset from the tabs 52 of the
opposing truss connector portions located on the second end
portion 38. Preferably, the tabs 54 of the bracing member
connection portions 50 located on one side edge 32 of the base
28 are offset from the tabs 54 of respective ones of the
bracing member connection portions located on the other side
edge 32 of the base. The offset of the tabs ensures that the
fastening members, as described below, are offset to provide

clearance for nails received through the flanges 26 and reduce

the metal content of the hanger 20. The offset of the tabs
provides the further benefit of allowing nesting of the
flanges, as well as nesting of multiple saddle hangers, during
manufacturing, as described below.

[0026] The saddle hanger 20 further includes fastening
structure for use in attaching the saddle hanger to the wooden
structural members. Fastening structure can be of any type
known in the art for attaching a connector to a wooden
structural member, such as nailing teeth (not shown) struck

from the material of the hanger. In the illustrated
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embodiment, the fastening structure comprises a hole to allow
for insertion of a fastening member (not shown). DMore
specifically, in one embodiment the fastening structure
comprises a nail hole 58, and the fastening member comprises a
nail (not shown).

[0027] While other configurations of nail holes 58 are
within the scope of the present invention, the illustrated
embodiment includes nalil holes on both the base 24 and the
flanges 26. More specifically, the base 24 includes at least
one nall hole 58 in each of the first end, middle, and second
end portions 28, 30, 38. Preferably, the base 24 includes two
nalil holes 58 in the portion 30 to facilitate driving nails
into the bottom surface of the bottom chord 18. The middle
portion 30 of the base 24 can also include a pilot hole 59 for
toocling. The pilot hole for tooling can be omitted or in a
different location within the scope of the present invention.
As illustrated, the base 24 includes one nail hole 58 in the
first end portion 28 to facilitate driving a nail into the
bottom surface of a bracing member 22. Likewise, the base 24
includes one nail hole 58 in the second end portion 38 to
facilitate driving a nail into the bottom surface of another
bracing member 22 attached on an opposing face of the truss.
Preferably, each of the nail holes 58 on the first and second
end portions 28, 38 are located on the respective projecting
element 36, 42.

[0028] By locating the nail holes 58 in the projecting
elements 36, 42, the bracing members 22 are less likely to
split, particularly when loaded in tension. The nail holes 58
in the projecting elements 36, 42 are located far enough from
the truss channel 44 so that nails driven through the holes in
to respective bracing members 22 will enter the bracing
members a significant distance from their ends abutting the
bottom chord 18. This leaves enough wood between the nail and

the end of the bracing member 22 abutting the bottom chord 18
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to avoid splitting the bracing member. At the same time
minimal steel is employed to achieve this result.

[0029] In the illustrated embodiment, each of the flanges
26 also includes nail holes 58 to facilitate driving nails
into the faces of the wooden structural members. However, 1t
is within the scope of the invention that some of the flanges
26 do not have fastening structure associated therewith.

[0030] As shown, each of the flanges 26 includes nail
holes 58 on both the truss connection portion 48 and the
bracing member connection portion 50. The nail holes 58
located on the bracing member connection portion 50 are
located on the bracing member connection portion tabs 54. The
nall holes 58 on the bracing member connection portion 50 of
the flange 26 located on a side edge 32 in the first end
portion 28 are offset from the nail holes 58 on the bracing
member connection portion 50 of the flange 26 located on the
opposite side edge 32 in the first end portion. Likewise, the
nail holes 58 on the bracing member connection portion 50 of
the flange 26 located on a side edge 32 in the second end
portion 38 are offset from the nail holes 58 on the bracing
member connection portion 50 of the flange 26 located on the
opposite side edge 32 in the second end portion 38. This
offset prevents the nails inserted through the nail holes 58
and 1nto the bracing member 22 from being aligned.

[0031] Similarly, the nail holes 58 on the truss
connection portion 48 are located on the truss connection
portion tabs 52. The nail holes 58 on the truss connection
portion 48 of a flange 26 located on a side edge 32 in the
first end portion 28 are offset from the nail holes 58 on the
truss connection portion 48 of a flange 26 located on the same
side edge 32 in the second end portion 38. This offset
prevents the nails inserted through the nail holes 58 and into
the bottom chord 18 from being aligned. As illustrated, the

nail holes 58 located on the truss connection portion 48 of
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each flange 36 are configured to guide nails through the nail
holes at different angles. More specifically, the nail holes
58 on the truss connection portion 48 of each flange 26 are
located on a dome portion 60 of the truss connection portion.
The location of the nail hole 58 on the domed portion 60 is
such that a nail would be driven at an angle to the plane of
the truss connection portion 48 and the face of the bottom
chord 18.

[0032] In use, a truss member, e.g. truss bottom chord
18, 1s positioned in the truss channel 44 of the saddle hanger
20 (see Fig. 3). A bracing member 22 is positioned in each of
the bracing member channels 46 of the saddle hanger 20. The
saddle hanger i1s then fastened to the wooden structural
members by any suitable means, thereby securing the wooden
structural members to each other. Particularly, nails are
inserted through each of the nail holes 58 located on the base
24 and the flanges 26 to secure the saddle hanger 20 to the
bottom chord 18 and the bracing members 22.

[0033] Referring to Figures 7 and 8, a saddle hanger 20
as described above can be formed as a stamped metal blank 70
that 1s bent into shape. As illustrated, the stamped metal
blank 70 can be used to form one saddle hanger 20 (see Fig.
7), or multiple saddle hangers (see Fig. 8). Any number of

saddle hangers 20 can be formed from the stamped metal blank

70.

[0034] As seen in Fig. 8, the stamped metal blank 70
includes a first base section 72 of a first saddle hanger 20A
and a second base section 74 of a second saddle hanger 20B.
Each of the base sections 72, 74 includes a first end portion
76, a middle portion 78, and second end portion 80. The
middle portion 78 is located between the first and second end
portions 76, 80. A first cut 82 in the blank 70 defines a
transverse edge 84 of the first end portion 76 of the first

base section 72, which corresponds to a transverse edge 34 or

10
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40 of the formed saddle hanger 20 described above. The first
cut 82 further defines a projecting element 86 of the first
end portion projecting outward from the remainder of the
transverse edge 84, which corresponds to a projecting element
36 or 42 of the formed saddle hanger 20. As shown in Fig. 8,
the first cut 82 also defines a transverse edge 84 and a
projecting element 86 of the second end portion 80 of the
second base section 74, which will respectively form a
transverse edge 34 or 40 and a projecting element 36 or 42 of
a second saddle hanger 20. The projecting elements 86 of the
first and second base portions 74, 76 formed by the first cut
82 are nested in side-by-side relation.

[0035] The first cut 82 also partially defines flange
sections 88 of both the first and second saddle hangers 204,
20B. More specifically, the first cut 82 defines a tab 90 on
a flange section 88 of the first saddle hanger 20A, which
corresponds to a tab 52 or 54 of a formed saddle hanger 20,
and defines a tab 90 on a flange section 88 of the second
saddle hanger 20B, which corresponds to a tab 52 or 54 of
another formed saddle hanger 20. The tabs 90 of the first and
second saddle hangers 20A, 20B defined by the first cut 82 are
nested together in side-by-side relation. In the
1llustrated embodiment, one nested portion of a flange section
88 of the first saddle hanger 20A is immediately adjacent to
the projecting element 86 of the first end portion 76 of the
first base section 72. Likewise, one nested portion 88a of a
flange section 88 of the second saddle hanger 20B is
immediately adjacent to the projecting element 86 of the
second end portion 80 of the second base section 74.

[0036] A second cut 92 in the blank 70 partially defines
two flange sections 88 of the first saddle hanger 20A, which
are adapted to be bent upward from the first base section 72
to form flanges 26 of a saddle hanger 20. The second cut 92

defines tabs 90 on each of the two flange sections 88, which

11
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are nested together in side-by-side relation. Similarly, a
third cut 94 in the blank 70 partially defines two flange
sections 88 of the first saddle hanger 20A, which are adapted
to be bent upward from the first base section 72 to form
flanges 26 of a saddle hanger 20. The third cut 94 defines
tabs 90 on each of the two flange sections 88, which are
nested together in side-by-side relation.

[0037] A fourth cut 96 in the blank 70 partially defines
two flange sections 88 of the second saddle hanger 20B, which
are adapted to be bent upward from the second base section 74
to form flanges 26 of another saddle hanger 20. The fourth
cut 96 defines tabs 90 on each of the two flange sections 88,
which are nested together in side-by-side relation.
Similarly, a fifth cut 98 in the blank 70 partially defines
two flange sections 88 of the second saddle hanger 20B, which
are adapted to be bent upward from the second base section 74
to form flanges 26 of a saddle hanger 20. The fifth cut 98
defines tabs 90 on each of the two flange sections 88, which
are nested together in side-by-side relation.

[0038] The stamped metal blank 70 further includes
fastening structure corresponding to the fastening structure
of the formed saddle hanger 20. More specifically, in the
illustrated embodiment, the blank 70 includes nail holes 100
corresponding to the nail holes 58 of the formed saddle hanger
20. More gpecifically, the blank 70 includes nail holes 100
in each flange section 88 and in the first end portion 76,
middle portion 78, and second end portion 80 of each base
section 72, 74. The projecting elements 86 each include a
nall hole 100, as do each of the tabs 90. The nail holes 100
can be configured to guide the nails through the nail holes at
an angle to the flange sections 88, as described above.

[0039] The nesting relationship of both the flange
sections 88 and the first and second saddle hangers 20A, 20B

in the blank 70 allows the saddle hangers to be manufactured

12



CA 02775611 2012-05-01

MLP 7547.1

using as little material as possible. The saddle hanger 20
(and blank 70) can be made of any suitable material as 1is
known i1n the art. 1In one embodiment, the saddle hanger 20 1is
made of galvanized steel. The cuts, and in particular the
first cut 82 is shown as being continuous and completely
separating the saddle hanger 20A from saddle hanger 20B. It
will be understood that connecting tabs (not shown) may remain
after the cut so that the unformed saddle hangers 20A, 20B in
the blank 70 can be handled as a single piece. The connecting
tabs could be broken or stamped out at a later stage in the
forming process.

[0040]) Having described the invention in detail, it will
be apparent that modifications and variations are possible
without departing from the scope of the invention defined in
the appended claims.

[0041] When i1ntroducing elements of the present invention
or the preferred embodiments(s) thereof, the articles "a",
"an", "the" and "said" are intended to mean that there are one
or more of the elements. The terms "comprising”, "including"
and "having" are intended to be inclusive and mean that there
may be additional elements other than the listed elements.

[0042] In view of the above, it will be seen that the
several objects of the invention are achieved and other
advantageous results attained.

[0043] As various changes could be made in the above
products without departing from the scope of the invention, it
is intended that all matter contained in the above description

and shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as

illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

13
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A saddle hanger for connecting at least one bracing
member to a truss chord, the saddle hanger comprising:

a base having a first end portion sized and shaped for
recelving an end of a bracing member thereon, and an adjacent
portion sized and shaped for receiving the truss chord
thereon, the base having opposite side edges extending from
the first end portion to the adjacent portion, the first end
portion having a transverse edge remote from the adjacent
portion and extending between the side edges, and a projecting
element having a width less than a distance between the
opposite side edges at the first end portion and projecting
outward from the remainder of the transverse edge of the first
end portion; and

a plurality of flanges extending upward from the side
edges of the base, at least some of the flanges defining with

the base a channel for receiving one of the truss chord and

bracing member.

2. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 1 wherein the

projecting element includes fastening structure for use in

attaching the saddle hanger to the brace.

3. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 2 wherein the

fastening structure comprises a nail hole.

14
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4 . A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 1 wherein the
base further comprises a second end portion extending from the

adjacent portion in a direction opposite to the first end
portion, the second end portion being sized and shaped to
receive another bracing member thereon, the opposite side
edges of the base extending along the second end portion, the
second end portion having a transverse edge remote from the
adjacent portion and extending between the side edges and a
projecting element having a width less than that of a distance
between the opposite side edges at the second end portion and

projecting outward from the remainder of the transverse edge

of the second end portion.

5. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 4 wherein the
projecting element of the second end portion includes

fastening structure for use 1in attaching the saddle hanger to

the brace.

6. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 5 wherein the
fastening structure of the projecting element of the second

end portion includes a nall hole.

7. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 4 wherein the

projecting elements of the first and second end portions are

offset from each other.

8. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 7 wherein the
projecting element of the first end portion is disposed
adjacent one of the side edges of the base and the projecting
element of the second end portion is disposed adjacent to the

other of the side edges of the base.

9. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 8 wherein each

projecting element 1s generally rectangular in shape, each of

15
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the transverse edges 1ntersecting a respective one of the

projecting elements generally at right angles therewith.

10. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 4 wherein
each of the flanges has a truss connection portion and a
bracing member connection portion, the flanges and base
defining a truss channel extending transversely of the base
and bracing member channels extending parallel to the side

edges of the base.

11. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 10 wherein
opposing truss connection portions include tabs that are
offset from the tabs on the opposing truss connection portion,
and opposing brace connection portions include tabs that are

offset from the tabs on the opposing brace connection portion.

12. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 10 wherein
at least some of the truss connection portions and brace
connection portions of the flanges have fastening structure

assoclated therewith.

13. A saddle hanger as set forth in claim 12 wherein
the fastening structure comprises a nail hole, the nail holes

of the truss connection portions being configured for guiding

nails at angles through the nail holes.

14 . A stamped metal blank for use in forming saddle
hangers for connecting bracing members to truss chords, the
stamped metal blank comprising:

a first base section of a first saddle hanger, the first
base section including first and second end portions and a
middle portion between the first and second end portions;

a first cut in the blank defining a transverse edge of

the first end portion and a projecting element of the first

16
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end portion projecting outward from the remainder of the
transverse edge, the projecting element having fastening

structure formed therein;

a second base section of a second saddle hanger, the
second base section including first and second end portions
and a middle portion between the first and second end
portions;

the first cut in the blank defining a transverse edge of
the second end portion of the second base section and a
projecting element projecting outward from the remainder of
the transverse edge, the projecting element of the second end
portion of the second base gection having fastening structure
formed therein and being nested in side-by-side relation with
the projecting element of the first base section of the first
saddle hanger;

a second cut in the blank partially defining flange
sections of the first saddle hanger adapted to be bent upward

from the first base section to form flanges of the first

saddle hanger.

15. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 14
wherein the fastening structure of the projecting elements of
the first end portions of the first and second saddle hangers

comprises nail holes.

16. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 14
wherein the first cut partially defines flange sections of the
first and second saddle hangers, a portion of the flange
section of the second saddle hanger being nested in side-by-
side relation with a portion of the flange section of the

first saddle hanger.
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17. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 16
wherein the nested portion of the flange section of the second
saddle hanger 1s immediately adjacent to the projecting

element of the second saddle hanger.

18. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 17
wherein the first cut further defines a tab on one of the
flange sections of the first saddle hanger and defines a tab
on one of the flange sections on the second saddle hanger, the

tabs being nested together in side-by-side relation.

19. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 14
wherein the second cut defines tabs on the flange sections of
the first saddle hanger, the tabs being nested together in

side-by-side relation.

20. A stamped metal blank as set forth in claim 19
further comprising nail holes formed in the flange sections to

gulde nails through the nail holes at an angle to the

respective flange sections.

18
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