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2 Claims. (C. 9-6) 
This invention relates to new and useful improvements 

in methods of boat construction and the primary object 
of the present invention is to provide a method for con structing a boat consisting of constructing the gunwale prior to the fastening of the keel. 
Another important object of the present invention is 

to provide a method of constructing boats that will pro 
duce a stronger boat by bracing toward the keel as the boat is built. 
Another feature of the present invention is to provide 

a method of boat construction that avoids the necessity 
of steaming planking or strips as the same are applied, 
therefore resulting in a more water-tight boat. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a method of boat construction wherein the gunwale is 
constructed prior to the application of the keel avoiding 
the necessity of having tapered planking or strips from 
back and rear in order to get the gunwale in the desired height or position. 
A still further aim of the present invention is to pro 

vide a method of constructing a boat that is extremely 
simple and practical and which avoids the costly process frequently followed in constructing boats. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the details of 

construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
Scribed and claimed, references being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming part hereof, wherein like nu 
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the shell or frame on which the present boat is constructed; 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the frame showing the 

initial Steps of constructing the boat thereon by applying 
the inside stem, ribs and transom; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing planking se 
cured to the transom, ribs and inside stem starting from the gunwale; 

Figure 4 is a group perspective view showing the boat 
completed and removed from the frame; 

Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
on the plane of section line 5-5 of Figure 4; and 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken Substantially on the 
plane of section line 6-6 of Figure 4 to show the man 
ner in which the keel is secured to the back end of the 
inside stem while abutting the back end of the outside Steam. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein for 
the purpose of illustration, there is disclosed a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the numeral 10 represents 
a rough frame including a transom portion 2, a stem por 
tion i4, longitudinally spaced wall sections 16 and spaced 
longitudinal frame strips i8 that are secured by nails or 
the like to the transom portion 2, stem portion 14 and 
wall sections 16. Obviously, any suitable number of the 
wall sections 6 may be employed depending upon the 
length of the boat. The frame 6 will have an outside 
dimension conforming to the inside dimension of the 
boat that is to be constructed thereon. The above con 
struction forms a jig on which boat B can be constructed. 
A plurality of longitudinally spaced arcuate ribs 20 

are disposed about the frame 10 on the outside of the 
strips 18 and these ribs are removably secured by screws 
to the strips 18 between the walls 16. The transom 22 
of the boat is shaped and fastened into position on tran 
som portion 12 of frame 10 by clamps 24 and an arcuate 
inside stem 26 is secured over stem 14 by screws passing through the ends of the stem 26 into stem 14. 
With the ribs, inside stem and transom in position, the 

next step is to secure thereon the gunwale of the boat. 
The hull of the boat is formed by cedar planking or 

strips 28 that are secured to the transom 22 inside stem 
26 and ribs 20 by fasteners or the like. As the strips 
28 are fastened, the screws holding the ribs to the frame 
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are removed before their accommodating apertures are covered by the strips. 
After all of the strips 28 have been applied, the front 

ends of the strips are trimmed flush with the inside stem 
26 and an outside stem 30 is made, steamed and fastened 
about six inches forward of the back end of the stem 26 
to allow for the keel to be fastened to the inside stem. 
At intervals, the stem 30 is bent into position outside of 
inside stem and covers the forward ends of the strips 28. 

Keel 32 is then made and a router or other tool is used 
and a space 33 is cut out for the keel from the transom 
to the back end of the outside stem 30. The keel 32 is 
provided with a rib 34 that enters space 33 so that the 
keel will overlap the two center strips 28. Keel 32 is 
temporarily fastened to the back end of the inside stem 
26 and is also fastened to the transom 22. 
The boat B is then removed from the frame 10 making 

sure all screws holding the boat to the frame were re 
moved as they were about to be covered up by the plank 
ing 28. The ribs are loosened from the frame and the 
boat is removed from the frame, turned over, and the two 
center plankings 28 nailed to keel (Figure 5) and also 
every rib 2.0 is nailed to the keel. The boat may then be finished, painted, etc. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed as new is: 
1. in a method of constructing a boat, the step of first 

providing a rough frame having a forward stem portion 
and a rear transom portion; placing arcuate ribs about 
the frame at longitudinally spaced intervals and securing 
the ribs to the frame; placing a transom behind the tran 
som portion of the frame; positioning a first stem over 
the stem portion of the frame, fastening longitudinal strips 
to the transom, ribs and outwardly of the stem from the 
ends of the ribs toward the centers thereof; cutting the 
strips flush with the side edges of the first stem; securing 
an outside stem over the first stem and over the cut off 
ends of the strips; cutting a space between the transon 
and back end of the outside stem at the centers of the 
ribs; placing a keel in the space; securing the keel to the 
ribs and the strips also the transom and the first stem; 
removing the securing means between the ribs and the 
frame; and finally removing the boat from the frame. 

2. In a method of constructing a boat, the step of first 
providing a rough frame having a forward stem portion 
and a rear transom portion, placing arcuate ribs about 
the frame at longitudinally spaced intervals and securing 
the ribs to the frame; placing a transom behind the tran 
Som portion of the frame, positioning a first stem over 
the stem portion of the frame, fastening longitudinal 
Strips to the transom, ribs and outwardly of the stem from 
the ends of the ribs toward the centers thereof while 
progressively detaching said ribs from said frames; cut 
ting the strips flush with the side edges of the first stem; 
securing an outside stem over the first stem and over the 
cut off ends of the strips; with the back end of the out 
side stem terminating forwardly of the back end of the 
first stem; cutting a space from the transom to the back 
end of the outside stem at the center of the ribs; placing a keel in the space to overlap the strips adjacent the space; 
securing the keel to the transom, ribs and the back end 
f the first stern; and removing the finished boat from the ale. 
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