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(C1, 214-95) 5 CHaims. 
This invention relates to handling and loading 

devices for casketS, burial and Shipping boxeS 
therefor, and the like,.and has for one of itS ob 
jects to produce apparatus of this character 
whereby one operator can transfer even the mOSt 
Weighty casket and/or box into a hearSe, railWay 
car or the like, or he can remove it from Such lo 
cations. At the present time it is neceSSary to 
Secure a crew of five or six men in order to Suc 
cessfully handle caskets and Sometimes it; is not 
convenient, to find the man poWer in the middle 
of the night, particularly around Small railroad 
Stations. With the structure of the inwention 
One man can expeditiously handle the Situation 
Without, danger of injury to himself or accident, 
to the load. 
Another object of the inwention is to prowide 

apparatus of the general character mentioned 
hawing an overhead lifting frameWork to Sustain 
a vertically adjustable roller platform by means 
of which the casket or box may be elevated to the 
door of a hea.rSe, expreSS car Or other location or 
from Which the caSket or box may be removed, 
So that, the load may be Shifted from one position 
to the other Without undue physical effort on the 
part of the operator. 
A further object of the in Wention is to produce 

a combination apparatus of the general character 
outlined which can be used to load or remove 
CaSketS from Shipping Or burial boxes or to place 
them in position. 
With the general objects named in view and 

otherS as Will hereimafter appear, the inwention 
consists in certain novel and useful features of . 
construction and Organization of parts as herein 
after described and claimed; and in order that 
it may be fully understood, reference is to be had 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portable frame 
and lifting mechanism of an apparatus for han 
dling a casket, the illustration depicting the 
casket upon an undertaker's truck and engaged 
by Webbing StrapS, the truck and casket being 
shown in dotted lines in their initial positions 
Telative to the lifting apparatus. 

Figure 2 is a Side eleWation ShoWing apparatus 
of the invention as it appearS When a caSket, or 
box is being transferred into or out of a hearse 
Or the like. 

Figure 3 is a top plan wieW on a larger Scale, 
of the loading apparatus to more clearly disclose 
the relation of the Supporting Spacer elements of 
the apparatuS, the position of the casket being 
Outlined in dotted lineS. 
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Figure 4 is a Section on the line 1W-TW of Fig 
ure 3. 
Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perSpec 

tiWe wieW of the casket Spacer Support. ?? 
Figure 6 is an end. WieW of the caSket Spacer 

Support. 
Figure 7 is a detail Sectional wieW disclosing the 

telescopic Supporting adjustment for the upright 
frame of the lifting apparatuS. 

In the Said draWingS, Where like reference 
characters identify corresponding partS in all of 
the figures, I representS the four corner postS of 
an upright frame, Said postS being Spaced apart 
transwersely in pairS to accommodate the Widest 
casket or shipping box, and the pairs are spaced ) 
Somewhat further apart longitudinally or length 
wise of the casket. At one end of the narrower 
dimension, the upright;S I are connected by upper 
and lower frame tubes 2 and 3, but at the other 
end, the:lower frame tube 3 is omitted to provide 
one open end for a purpose which Will hereinafter 
appear. Longitudinally of the frame, the up 
rightS f are connected by pairS of horizontal up 
per and loWer SupportS 4 and 5 reSpectiWely. In 
Order that the upper SupportS 4 may be elevated 
higher from the ; floor to: Secure a greater extent 
of lift, as will hereinafter appear, each of the 
uprightS I is prowided at, itS loWer end, with a 
telescoping tube 6, haWing a Series of Wertically 
Spaced perforationS ? So that the tube , 6 may be 
located in adjusted position by means of the 
thumb boltS 8 Which paSS through bolt receiving 
openingS in the lower ends of the upright;S I. 

Journaled in Suitable bearings 9 carried by the 
upper SupportS 4 adjacent the ends of the struc 
ture, are a pair of parallel cross shafts It} and f #, 
the Shaft 10 haWing a pair of cable SheaWeS {2 
keyed thereto and the Shaft ! ! having tWo pairs 
of Winding drums [3 and #4. One end of Shaft ! I 
extends beyond the frameWork, Where it is 
equipped with a chain drive.pulley {5, Said pulley 
accommodating a. drive. chain !6. The chain I6 
also encircles a Smaller chain pulley IT jour 
naled On a shaft 18 projecting from the adjacent, 
upright; f. Also journaled on the Shaft [8 and in 
terlocked with the pulley {T is a larger pulley #9 
Which is encircled by a chain 20 engaging a 
Smaller drive pulley 2l journaled on a shaft; 22 
carried by the post l, and interlocked With Said 
pulley 2! is a manually rotatable crank 23. This 
apparabuS comprises a reduction gearing So that, 
the dewice can elevate Weighty loads Without; ex 
treme physical effort by the operator, but, of 
COurSe, any other Suitable reduction gearing is 
Within the contemplation of the invention. 
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T claim.: 
1. In apparatus of the character deScribed, 

an upstanding wheeled framework, horizontal 
Supports in vertically spaced relation carried by 
said framework, lifting apparatus carried by the 
upper support, croSS memberS detachably Sup 
ported by the lower Support and in abutting con 
tact with the uprights to prevent mOWement Of 
the cross members to increase the distance be 
tween them longitudinally of the frameWork, a 
Spacer connecting said croSS memberS tO prevent 
decrease of the distance between Said memberS, 
means on said croSS memberS for detachable con 
nection with and elevation by Said lifting appa 
ratus, and rollers supported by the CrOSS mem 
bers for engagement With and Support of a 
caSket. 

2. Tn apparatus of the character described, 
an upstanding wheeled frameWork, horizontal 
Supports in vertically spaced relation carried by 
said framework, lifting apparatus carried by the 
upper support, croSS memberS detachably Sup 
ported by the lower Support in abutting contact, 
with the uprights to prevent mOWement of the 
cross members longitudinally of the frameWOrk, 
means on Said cross memberS for detaChable con 
nection with and elevation by Said lifting ap 
paratus, guide elements on the CrOSS members in 
abutment with the uprightS to preWent; mOWe 
ment of the cross memberS tranSVerSely of the 
framework, and rollers Supported by the CroSS 
members for engagement with and Support of a 
caSket. 

3. In apparatus of the character deScribed, an 
upstanding framework haWing upright;S, Wer 
tically extensible Wheeled legs carrying Said 
framework, horizontal SupportS in Wertically 
Spaced relation carried by Said frameWork, lift:- 
ing apparatus carried by the upper Support, crOSS 
members detachably Supported by the loWer Sup 
port and in abutting contact With the upright:S 
to prevent movement of the croSS memberS lon 
gitudinally of the framework, means on the CrOSS 
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members for detachable connection With and 
elevation by Said lifting apparatus, guide ele 
ments on the cross members in abutment; With 
the uprights to prevent moWement of the CrOSS 
members transwersely of the frameWOrk, rollerS 
Supported by the croSS memberS for engagement 
With and Support of a casket, and a SpaCer de 
tachably connecting said croSS memberS longi 
tudinally of the frameWork. 

4. Tn apparatus of the character described, an 
upstanding framework having uprights, hori 
zontal Supports in vertically Spaced relation car 
ried by Said frameWork, lifting apparatuS car 
ried by the upper Support, croSS memberS de 
tachably Supported by the loWer Support, and 
in abutting contact With the uprights to pre 
went movement of the croSS memberS longitudi 
nally of the frameWork, means on the CroSS 
memberS for detachable connection With and ele 
Wation by Said lifting apparatus, guide elementS 
on the croSS memberS in abutment, With the up 
rightS to preWent mowement of the crOSS memberS 
tranSWerSely of the frameWork, and rollers Sup 
ported by the croSS memberS for engagement 
With and Support of a casket. 

5. Tn apparatus of the character described, 
an upStanding frameWork hawing uprightS, Wer 
tically extensible Wheeled legS carrying Said 
frameWork, horizontal SupportS in Wertically 
Spaced relation carried by Said frameWork, lift 
ing apparatuS carried by the upper Support, CroSS 
members detachably Supported by the loWer Sup 
port, in abutting contact, With the uprightS to pre 
went, moWement of the croSS memberS longitudi 
nally of the frameWork, means on Said croSS 
memberS for detachable connection. With and 
elevation by Said lifting apparatus, guide ele 
ments on the croSS members in abutment with 
the uprights to prevent movement of the crOSS 
memberS tranSWersely of the frameWork, and 
rollerS Supported by the croSS members for en 
gagement With and Support of a casket. 
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