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The present invention relates to handbags and
more particularly to frames for such handbags
and to constructions and methods of assembling
such frames for single or double handbags at the
option of the handbag manufacturer.

In my copending application, Ser. No. 213,742,
filed June 15, 1938, for Handbag frames and
methods of assembling the same, I have referred
to the fact that in the manufacture of double
handbags a problem is. presented because two
frames are necessary, one for the outer or main
handbag and a second for the inner pocket ook
or purse. It is difficult to ship, assemble and
cover double handbag frames and it is expensive
to carry the necessary double frames for such
handbags in stock. In my said ajpplication I
have disclosed one construction and method of
assembling inner and outer handbag frames so
that single or double bags can be made at the
option of the manufacturer, said construction in-
cluding an assembly means whereby the inner
and outer frames may be quickly and easily 2s-
sembled together without the use of tools by the
bag manufacturer.

Tn my application executed on even date here-
with, Ser. No. 226,436, filed Aus. 24, 1938, for
Handbag frames and methods of assembling the
same, I have described and shown other new
and improved means for uniting inner and cuter
frames of double handbags.

Tt is a purpose of this invention to make stand-
ard size assembly means or uniting members
available for uniting inner and outer frames of
different structure or of different size. In said
application, Ser. No. 226,436, executed on even
date herewith, I have shown a frame having a
U-shaped cross section, with the space for in-
serting and clamping in handbag material adja-
cent the outer edge. In this application a hand-
bag frame is shown which is of U-shaped cross
section but which has the space for clamping in
handbag material along the inner margin thereof.

Tt is a feature of this invention that an adapter
means is combined with a uniting member to
afford assembling means for uniting the inner
and outer frames of double handbags. For ex-
ample, a uniting member suitable for uniting an
inner purse frame with an outer or main hand-
bag frame of the character shown in my said ap-
plication, Ser. No. 226,436, may be used with an
outer frame of the character shown in this appli-
cation which has a different hinge location by the
use of an adapter. By this means the manufac-

turer can be furnished with a single type of unit- _

ing member and can use this member with dif-
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ferent types of handbag frames by using adapter
means when necessary in conjunction with the
uniting member in assembling the inner and
outer handbag frames together.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and
such other objects and features as may herein-
after appear this invention consists in the as-
sembly, construction, combination and arrange-
ments of parts hereinafter described, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing forming
a part thereof and.which shows merely for the
purpose of illustrative disclosure several embodi-
ments of my invention, it being expressly under-
stood, however, that various changes may be
made in practice within the scope of the claims
without digressing from my inventive idea.

In the drawing in which similar reference
characters denote corresponding parts—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an outer hand-
bag frame and an inner purse frame and associ-
ated parts embodying my invention assembled
to form a double bag. )

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevational detail
view partly in vertical section of one end of two
assembled frames showing the relationship of the

_said frames adjacent the hinges and the connect-

ing parts when so assembled.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail perspective view of
the uniting means assembly with the parts in
spaced relationship.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged side elevational view of a
modified form of assembly means according to
this invention.

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view showing a por-
tion of the inner and outer frames and illustrat-
ing a modified form of assembly means embody-
ing this invention.

Fig. 6 is a detail view taken on the line §—58
of Fig. 5.

Referring to the drawing, in Fig. 1 there is
shown an outer or main handbag frame indicat-
ed generally by the reference character 10 and
an inner or smaller purse frame indicated gener-
ally by the reference character i1, both of said
frames in this particular embodiment being sub-
gtantially U-shaped. Such frames may be of
standard construction. In the embodiment
shown the outer frame 18 comprises two sep-

_arate members I8! and (02 having channeled or

U-shaped. cross sections with the space for unit-
ing and clamping in handbag material along the
inner side thereof. The legs 183 and 08¢ of said
members are suitably hinged together, the lower
end of said legs 103 and 104 of each of these mem-
bers being provided respectively with ears 12 and
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i3 which are joined together by a hollow rivet; 14
or the like so that the two members 10! and 102
are hinged together and may be rotated towards
or away from each other to close or open the bag.

The inner frame 11 is shown as comprising two
U-shaped members {{! and 112 having channeled
or tubular cross sections and whose legs (13 and
114 at their lower ends are provided with ears 41
and 42 respectively, adjacent ears being adapted
to overlap each other and to be pivotally con-
nected by eyelets or hollow rivets 24 or the like
so that the two members (11 and 112 are hinged
together and may be rotated toward or away
from each other to close or open the inner pocket
book or purse. The customary latching members
48 are provided on the inner frame members and
likewise may, if desired, be provided on the outer
frame members.

As shown in Fig. 1 the inner frame t1 has sub-
stantially smaller overall dimensions than the
outer frame 10 so that it will lie wholly within
the completed outer bag when assembled with
the outer frame,

For assembly purposes I provide the adapter
piece 15 which is in the form of a strip of sheet
metal bent into triangular loop form with pro-
truding narrowed pin-shaped parts 16 which
parts are adapted to be inserted through the
hollow rivet 14 at the hinge of the members 81
and 182 of the outer frame. The pin-shaped
parts 16 contain a recess 17 so that the lips 18
of a slotted ball 19 may snap into engagement
therewith and prevent the withdrawal of the pin
part 16 from the hollow rivet 14,

In addition to the adapter 15 the assembly
means includes the uniting member which is in-
dicated generally by the reference character 21.
This uniting member includes the pin 22 pro-
truding from the shoulder portion 23 of the unit-
ing member 21. The pin 22 is adapted to be
inserted through the hollow rivet 24 at the hinge
of the inner frame and after insertion may be
given a head 25 adapted to prevent the with-
drawal of the pin from the hollow rivet 24. The
uniting member 21 includes the arms 26 and 26’
with the slot 262 therebetween. The uniting
member 21 is preferably made of sheet metal
and the use of a resilient metal such as spring
steel is to be preferred. At the end of the arms
26 and 26’ are locking or key lugs 2T and 271’.

In the face of the adapter part {5 which is
opposite the pin 16 is a slot 28 which is approxi-
mately as wide as the thickness of the sheet
metal used in making the uniting member 21
and which is of somewhat lesser length than
the normal spacing of the outer surfaces of the
locking lugs 27 and 27’. By pressing the lock-
ing lugs 27 and 27’ into the slot 28 the arms 26
and 26’ are temporarily moved from their normal
position and tend to snap back to their normal
position after the key lugs have been inserted
through the slot 28 due to the resiliency of the
arms 26 and 2§’. In this way the uniting mem-
ber 21 can be snapped into the adapter 45 and
secured thereto.

In practice the frames {8 and {{ and the as-
sembly parts 15, {8 and 21 may be shipped in
unassembpied relation to the handbag manufac-
turer by the frame manufacturer and the former
either utilizes one or the other of the frames
alone for single handbags or may assemble an
outer and inner frame for msking a double hand-
hag as follows:

The pin 22 of the uniting member 21 is in-
‘serbed in the hollow rivet 24 until the end therecof
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projects on the opposite side of the rivets. Theends
of the pins may then be headed so as to prevent
the pins from being withdrawn from the hollow
rivets. Any other suitable means may also be
employed for preventing withdrawal of the pins
from the hollow rivets. The pin parts 16 are
inserted in the hollow rivets 14 and the lock
balls 19 ars placed over the end thereof so as
to prevent withdrawal of these pins from the
hollow rivets (8. The outer frame 10 and the inner

.frame 1! are then covered with bag covering

materials A and B indicated in Fig. 1. 'The cov-
ered inner frame is then assembled with the
covered outer frame by snapping the locking lugs
27 and 27’ -of uniting member 21 into the open-
ing 28 of the adapter 15. After this has been
done the inner and outer frames are intercon-
nected and the double bag is ready for use.

In Fig. 4 the parts are identical with the parts
shown and described hereinabove in Figs. 1 to 3
except that both ends of the uniting member
are provided with resiliently mounted locking
lug means for maintaining the uniting member
in place.  In this figure the uniting member is
referred to generally by the reference character
23, The uniting member includes arms 26, 26’
and locking lugs 217, 27’ as hereinabove described
in connection with Figs. 1 to 3. At the opposite
end of the uniting member 29 are the arms 39
and 38’ at the end of which are mounted lock-
ing lugs 3f and 31’. In this modification the
locking lugs are shown as being passed through
the hollow rivet 24 of the hinge of the inner
frame, the locking lugs being prevented from re-
moval from the hollow rivet due to the resiliency
of arms 20 and 3%’ in the same way that the
locking lugs 27 and 27’ are prevented from being
withdrawn from the openings 28 in the adapter
15.

In Figs. 5 and 6 the inner and outer frames
are maintained in assembled relation by an op-
posed pair of adapters of the character described
above. One adapter 15 of the construction men-

tioned above is used and includes the pin parts

{6 which extend through the hollow rivet 14.
Another adapter 15’ is likewise used having pin
parts 16’ extending through the hollow rivet 24.
In this modification one of the adapters 15 or
18’ may be regarded as a uniting member so
that the assembly means is to be regarded as
including a uniting member and an adapter. The
face of the adapter 15 which is opposite the pin
parts 16 has an opening 32 therein and an up-
turned Iug 33 protrudes from the surface thereof.
The adapter part 15 has a corresponding open-
ing and lug, the lug in the adapter 15’ being
adapted to pass through the opening in adapter
15 and the lug in the adapter I5 being adapted
to pass through the cpening in adapter (5.

In assembling the bag using assembly means
shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the inner and outer frames
and assembly means may be shipped separately.
The adapter 15 may be attached to the outer
frame and the adapter [5’ may be attached to
the inner frame. The inner and outer frames
may then be covered. When it is desired to
mount the inner frame within the outer frame in
assembled relation the legs of the inner frame
can be bent inwardly against the normal re-
siliency of the metal in this frame so as to permit
the opposed faces of adapters 15 and {5’ to come
into juxtapositicn and by then releasing the legs
of the inner frame. The lugs of the adapters
will penetrate the openings registering with the
lugs and the resiliency of the metal of the inner
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and outer frames maintains these parts in as-
sembled relation.

According to my invention as illustrated by the
embodiments herein described for purposes of
exemplification a very inexpensive and simple

device is afforded for readily uniting a variety of -

inner and outer bag frames together. The unit-
ing members and adapters can be made up and
shipped separately and these parts can be made
by the simple operation of stamping sheet metal.
Whenever required the adapters can be used in
assembling double handbags. The adapter can,
of course, be made in any size and shape that is
regarded as desirable. Moreover, the adapter or
the uniting member can he connected to either
of the frames and either the adapter or the unit-
ing member or both can be connected not only
to the hinge parts of the inner and outer frames,
but also to other parts of the frames or frame
legs as shown, for example, in my said applica-
tion Serial No. 226,436, executed by me on even
date herewith.

It is to be understood that I do not restrict my-
self to the exact means and methods described
and that various other modifications and changes
in construction and shape of parts may be made
without departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion as defined in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. Assembly device of the character described
including an adapter comprising a piece of sheet
metal having a triangular loop-form and a pin
part integral with said piece and extending from
one of the apices thereof substantially normal
to the face opposite said one of said apices and
having an opening in said face thereof opposite
to said pin part and a unitary member present-
ing a lug part adapted to be inserted within said
opening.

2. Assembly device of the character described
including an adapter comprising a piece of sheet
metal having a triangular loop-form and a pin
part integral with said piece and extending from
one of the apices thereof substantially normal
to the face opposite said one of said apices and
having an opening in said face thereof opposite
to said pin part and a unitary member present-
ing a locking lug part adapted to be inserted
within said opening to prevent said uniting mem-
ber from being withdrawn from said opening.
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3. Assembly device for uniting separate ele-
ments including an adapter comprising a strip
member having triangular loop form with the
opposite ends of said strip having pin-shaped
parts projecting coextensively in abutting rela-
tionship at one of the apices of said loop and sub-
stantially hormal to the face of said loop opposite
said one of said apices, said strip also having an
opening in said face thereof opposite to said pin
shaped parts, and a uritary member presenting
a lug part adapted to be inserted within said
opening, said projecting pin parts serving to

-mount said adapter to one of said separate ele-

ments. :

4. In a device as per claim 3, in which said
unitary member has a pivot pin at one end
adapted to be rotatably borne on the other of
said separate elements than that on which said

- adapter is mounted.

5. In a device as per claim 3, in which said
unitary member has a pair of arms terminating
in locking lugs adapted to be inserted in an
opening in the other of said elements from that
on which said adapter is mounted and requiring
the bending of at least one of said elements in
order to remove said locking lug from said open-
ing.

6. In a device as per claim 3, in which said
unitary member has identical construction as
said adapter, and whose pin parts serve to mount
the said member to the other of said elements
than that from which said adapter is mounted.

7. Assembly device for uniting separate ele-
ments including an adapter comprising a strip
having loop form with the opposite ends of said
strip each having an integral pin shaped part
provided with a recess, said pin-shaped parts pro-
jecting laterally from and coextensively in abut-
ting relationship from the perimeter of said loop
and adapted to be mounted on one of said ele-
ments, a locking member adapted to be attached
to said parts and retained in the recesses thereof
after the mounting of said parts on said one of
said elements, the said strip also having an open-
ing opposite the said parts, and a unitary mem-
ber presenting a lug part adapted to be inserted
within said opening, said unitary member having
a member adapted to be carried on the other of
said elements.

GEORGE LAUBENSTEIN.




