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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT E. WARD, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Sweat-Bands for Hats; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to letters of reference marked 
threon, which form a part of this specifica 
IOI. 

The object of this invention is to provide 
for a more perfect ventilation, to secure a 
more accurate fit and with less difficulty than 
heretofore, and to obtain other advantages 
hereinafter referred to. 
The invention consists in the improved 

SWeat-band for hats and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts thereof 
and in its attachment to the hat, as herein 
Set forth, and finally pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in each of the several 
figures, Figure 1 represents in side elevation 
a hat provided with my improved sweat-band. 
Fig. 2 represents the device in perspective, a 
portion of the band being broken away to 
show the adjusting means of the frame, and 

- Fig. 3 is a section taken through line ac of 
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the said Fig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are detail edge 
views, enlarged, of a portion of said skeleton 
frame, showing certain fasteners or keepers 
mounted thereon, by means of which the band 
is secured to the hat; and Fig. 6 is a per 
spective view, enlarged, of one of said keep 
ers. Fig. 7 is a plan view showing a modified 
form of a certain adjusting device, another 
form of which is shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 8 is a 
section taken through line y of Fig. 7. Fig. 
9 represents a plan view of a hat partly sec 
tionized, showing my improved band as it 
appears when secured to the hat and con 
tracted to its smallest dimensions. Fig. 10 
is a section taken through line 2 of Fig. 9, the 
body of the hat being broken off below the 
band; and Fig. 11 is a section through the 
band, taken on the line 2' of Fig. 9. Fig. 12 
represents in plan the sweat-band as seen 

from the inside before it is given the circular 
or ovate form and with the skeleton frame 
detached. Fig. 13 is a sectional view show 
ing a means for fastening the ends of the 
band to the ends of the strips d and d. 

In said drawings, a indicates the hat-body, 
b the outside band, and c the inside or SWeat 
band, which is made of leather or other ap 
propriate material and is reinforced on the 
inside by an elastic and adjustable skeleton 
frame composed, preferably, of light flat 
steel-wire strips d and d', running lengthwise 
of the band and cross strips or bracese, which 
are riveted or otherwise secured to the strips 
d and d', and serve to hold the latter equi 
distant from or parallel with each other, or 
nearly so, throughout the length of the band, 
the edges of the latter being folded or turned 
over upon said strips d and d' beneath the 
cross strips or braces, which serve, also, to hold 
said band in place, as indicated at fin Figs. 
10 and 11. Said skeleton frame, at or near 
the point where the ends of the longitudinal 
strips d and d' overlap each other, is provided 
with an adjusting device by means of which 
the band can be readily and conveniently in 
creased or diminished in circumference at will 
to conform to heads of varying sizes and con 
tours. Said adjusting device consists in the 
present instance of two strips g and h, which 
cross each other and are pivotally connected 
at or near their centers, and at their opposite 
ends are pivotally secured to the strips d and 
d' through elongated openings therein, as 
clearly indicated in Fig.2. Each of said strips 
g and his provided with a finger-piece or exten 
sioni, one of which is doubled upon itself to 
form a spring k, at the end of which is formed a 
hook or detent l, Fig. 3, which engages with 
a rack m, projecting from the connecting 
strip h, as also indicated in said Fig. 2, the 
normal tendency of the spring being to hold 
said detent in operative engagement. With 
said rack at any point at which the adjust 
ing device may be set. 
spring the detent is thrown out of engage 
ment with the rack, as will be understood. 
Said band and skeleton frame, being Secured 
together, as above stated, are attached to the 
hat-body by means of adjustable keepers O, 
Figs. 4, 5, 6, 9, and 10, which are mounted 
upon one of the strips-viz., d-which passes 
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through a slot o' in said keepers, as indicated, 
the latter being pivotally connected to the 
hat-body by means, in the present case, of a 
double-pronged wire p, which passes through 
an eye p', formed upon the keepers and upon 
which the latter work, the prongs being forced 
through the hat-body and clinched upon the 
outside thereof beneath the outside band b, by 
which they are concealed from view, as will be 
understood upon reference to Fig. 10. Thus 
said keepers have a hinge-like movement and 
are also susceptible of a limited lateral move 
ment upon said strip d, the fold of the band be 
ing cut away for about half an inch at the points 
where the several keepers are mounted as will 
be understood upon reference to Figs. 4, 5, and 9. 
When the band is set or adjusted to its largest 
size, the keepers all lie flat against the strip 
d, as indicated in Fig. 4, and against the hat 
body, as will be understood, and when it is 
adjusted to its smallest size said keepers will 
be perpendicular to the hat body and band, 
which is the limit of their movement in that 
direction, as indicated in Fig. 5. Thus it 
will be seen...that an open space of greater 
or less dimensions is left between the band 
and the hat-body all round for ventilation 
throughout the limit of the adjustment, as 
will be obvious. The number of keepers to 
a band is not material. As a general rule, five 
or six will be sufficient, though more may be 
employed, if desired. 

It will be observed by reference to Figs. 6 
and 10 that the keepers are provided with a 
finger-piece o', by means of which they can 
be moved one way or another when desired. 
Said finger-pieces, as also those of the ad 
justing device, project slightly below the hat 
body and curve outwardly, following some 
what the curve of the brim of the hat, as in 
dicated in said Fig. 10 and also in Fig. 1. 
It may be remarked, however, that the finger 
pieces of the adjusting device, as Well as the 
ratchet or holding device, may be at the op 
posite ends of the strips g and h, if preferred, 
or the modified form of adjusting and hold 
ing devices shown in Figs. 7 and S, or any 
other effective means for adjusting the band 
may be used without departing from the spirit 
of the invention, and the same is true with 
respect to the keepers. 
The extremities of the sweat-band and of 

the strips d and d are secured to one another 
by means of a suitable clamp or fastener S, 
Fig. 13, which passes through and around the 
ends of the said parts and is clinched, so as to 
prevent the parts from separating. It will also 
be noticed that the strip g of the adjusting 
device, Fig. 2, is provided with a semicircular 
projection t, which serves as a support or rest 
for one end of the band and prevents it from 
striking against either of said strips and be 
ing curled up or wrinkled when the adjuster 
is operated to reduce the size of the band. 
The operation of the device is as follows: A 

hat having been selected by a purchaser, ap 
proximating his size, if it be a little too large, 
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the band is contracted by pressing the finge 
pieces of the adjuster toward each other until 
it fits the head to the satisfaction of the pur 
chaser, thereby avoiding the necessity and 
annoyance of trying on a large number of hats 
and possibly failing at last in getting a Satis 
factory fit, as is often the case when the shape 
of the head is abnormal. Owing to the flexi bility of the improved band and to itselasticity, 
it will readily conform to the shape of the 
head. In some cases, owing to some defectin 
the shape of the head or protuberance there 
on, it is desirable that the band shall lie as closely as possible against one portion of the 
hat-body and as far from it as possible at an 
other, in order to secure a satisfactory fit. In 
such case the keeper located at or near the 
point first named is held down flat against the 
hat-body while the band is being contracted, 
as above described, to fit the head, which be ing done the keepers and the band will re 
tain their positions until the adjustment is 
changed. Thus it will be seen that by means 
of this improvement a second or an extra band 
or ring is dispensed with and a perfectly-fit 
ting hat can readily be secured without any 
difficulty, as the adjusting device is intended 
to have a scope of two or more sizes. 
Having thus described my invention, What 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tetters 
Patent of the United States, is 

1. In combination, a flexible SWeat-band, a 
flexible frame carrying the same, the adjust 
ing means, consisting of the cross-levers be 
tween the ends of the frame, the holding 
means for the levers, and the keepers, Sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In combination, the sweat-band, the Sup 
porting-frame extending from the upper to 
the lower edge of the band, the keepers, the 
said frame being in skeleton form and includ 
ing the two parallel strips connected by CrOSS 
strips, and the adjusting means between the 
ends of the skeleton frame, the upper and 
lower edges of the band being secured about 
the parallel strips, substantially as described. 

3. In combination, the hat-body, the hat 
band with adjusting means therefor, and the 
keepers pivotally supported to swing toward 
and from the hat-body in the adjustment of 
the band, substantially as described. 

4. In combination, the sweat-band, the flexi 
ble frame carrying the same, said frame ad 
justable with operating means therefor, and 
the keepers for connecting the band with the 
hat, said keepers having a sliding connection 
with the frame, substantially as described. 

5. The combination of a sweat-band, a skele 
ton frame composed of strips d and d", cross 
stripse, connecting and holding the same sub 
Stantially parallel with each other, an adjust 
ing device consisting of the strips g and h, the 
rack and spring-actuated catch or detent, and 
means for securing the several parts to a hat 
body, Substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

6. The combination, with a hat-body, of a 
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sweat-band, a frairie secured to the band, an 
adjusting device secured to the ends of the 
frame and having finger-pieces projecting 
therefrom vertically and extending outside 
the hat-body, and means for securing the frame 
and band to the hat-body. 

7. The combination, with a sweat-band, of 
the frame consisting of two strips secured 
to the band, the cross-pieces connecting the 
strips, the adjusting device connected to the 
ends of the strips and having finger-pieces, 
and the keepers for connecting the band to 
the hat-body. 

8. The combination, with the sweat-band 
and the adjustable frame, of the keepers for I5 
securing the band and frame to the hat, Con 
sisting of the plate having the slot for the 
passage of the frame-strips, and the pronged 
wire pivoted to the plate. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 20 
have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of 
March, 1891. 

HERBERT E. WARD. 
Witnesses: 

OLIVER DRAKE, 
OSCAR. A. MICHEL. 

  


