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particular on-line trading platform from a third party web site. The system
may be configured to associate identification information, such as a uniform
resource locator (URL), with a reference to an item of merchandise on a web
page provided by a third party entity. In response to a request originated from
a client device of a user, the method may cause presentation of a listing of the
item of merchandise maintained in the particular on-line trading platform and
a visual control to facilitate commencing of a transaction process with respect
to the item of merchandise in the on-line trading platform.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM TO FACILITATE TRANSACTIONS

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

(0001 This tnternational appication claims the benefit of priority to

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 14/668,529, filed March 25, 2015, and to

U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 61/972,682, filed March 31, 2015, the
entire contents of both applications are hereby incorporated by reference herein

in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

(0002} This application relates to the technical ficlds of software and/or
hardware technology and, 1n one example embodiment, to system and method to
facilitate transactions in a particular on-lne trading platform from a third party

web site,

BACKGROUND

100063} An on-line trading platform allows users to shop for almost
anything using, ¢.g., 2 web browser application or an application native to a
mobile device. A user may find an item listed by an on-line trading application
by entering keywords into the search box provided on an associated web page or
by browsing through the list of categories on the home page. After reading the
nem description and viewing the seller’s reputation, the user may be able to
either place a bid on the tem or purchase it instantly. There arc many features
provided by an on-line trading application that may be utilized by users in
anique ways that may result in a successfil shopping experience. A user may
encounter an item of intercst on a web site other than a web site associated with
the on-line trading platform. The user may be able to deterroine keywaords that
describe that item of interest, access the web site associated with the on-hne

trading platform and attempt to locate that item in the on-lHne trading platform.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0004] Embodiments of the present invention are illustrated by way of

example and not hmitation in the figures of the accompanying drawings, in
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which hke reference numbers indicate similar elemenis and in which:

1000657 Fig. 1 s a diagrammatic representation of a network environment
within which an example method and system to facilitate transactions in s
particular on-line trading platform from a third party web sitc may be

5 mplemented;

[3006] Fig. 2 is an example User Interface screen illustrating a web page
from a context setier web site that includes a presentation of an item that is
linked to a listing in an on-line trading platform, in accordance with an example

cmbodiment;

10 [007] Fig. 3 is an example User Interface screen illustrating a web page
from a context sctier web site presenting a contextual commerce visual control
selectable to cause a transaction processing flow to be commenced in an on-lne
rading platform with respect to an item presented on the context setter web site,

in accordance with an example cmbodiment;

18 [3008] Fig. 4 is an example User Interface screen illustrating a web page
from a context seiter web site including 8 transaction flow user interface
received from an on-line trading platform, in accordance with an example

embodiment;

[(009] Fig. 5 is block diagram of a contextual transaction facilitator
20 provided at an on-line trading platform, in accordance with one example

embodiment;

[0010] Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a method performed at an on-line trading
platform to facilitate transactions in the on-line trading platform from a coutext

sctter web site, in accordance with an example embodiment;

N
Loy

GRY Fig. 7 18 block diagram of a contextual transaction moedule
provided at a context setter web site, in accordance with one example

cmbodiment;

[0012] Fig. § is a flow chart of a method performed at a context setter

web site to facilitate fransactions in the on-line trading platform, in accordance
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with an example embodiment; and

10013} Fig. 9 s a diagrammatic representation of an example machine in
the form of a computer system within which a set of instructions, for causing the
machine to perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein, may

be executed.

DETAHED DESCRIPTION

(0014} Method and system to facilitate transactions in a particular on-line
rading platform from a third party web site is described. In the following
description, for purposes of explanation, numerous specific details are set forth
m order to provide a thorough understanding of an embodiment of the present
wvention. it will be evident, however, to one skilied in the art that the present

mvention may be practiced without these specific detatls.

(00157 As used herein, the term “or” may be construed in either an
imchisive or exclusive sense. Similarly, the torm “exemplary”™ is mercly to mean
an example of something or an cxemplar and not nocessarily a preferred or ideal
means of accomplishing a goal. Additionally, although various exemplary
embodiments discussed below may utilize Java-based servers and related
environments, the embodiments are given merely for clarity in disclosure. Thus,
any type of server environment, including various system architectures, may
employ various embodiments of the applcation-centric resources system and
method described berein and is considercd as being within a scope of the present
mvention.

[3016] A computer user may visit various web sites (referred to as third
party web sites) that are distinct from a web site of the on-line trading platform.
While visiting such third party web sites, the user may notice an item that they
may be interested in purchasing. The user may then leave the third party web
site, access the trading web site, attempt to locate a listing that vepresenis the
item of inderest and, if such Hsting exists in a database maintained by the on-line
trading platform, purchase the item using the transaction functionality of the on-
line trading platform. Method and system to facilitate transactions in a particular
on-line trading platform from a third party web site may be utilized bencficially

to enhance a user’s experience in purchasing items referenced on third party web

[65]
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pages.

(o071 In one exanple embodiment, an on-fine trading platform may be
configured to cooperate with a web site controlled by a thivd party provider such
that the presentation of an item on the third party web site 1s associated with
mformation linking the prescentation of the itern o a listing that is maintained by
the on-line trading platform. The mformation hinking the presentation of the
ntem to a lsting that is maintained by the on-line trading platform may be
referred to as item identification information or merely an item identification.
The ttem identification information may be, ¢.g., in the form of a Uniform
Resource Locator (URL) or some other form. When 4 user encoumters, on a
third party web site, a presentation of an item that s linked to a histing
maintained by the on-line trading platform, the user may simply click on the
presentation of the item, which may cause presentation of a visual control
sclectable to laumch a transaction processing flow facilitated by the on-line
trading platform, without requiring the user to leave the third party web site.
When a transaction is facilitated and processed by the oun-line trading platform
with respect to an item represented on a third party web site and without
requiring the user to leave the third party web site, such third party web site may

be referred to as a context setier web site.

[O018] In one embodiment, a third party web site may commumnicate with
the on-line trading platform via an Application Programming fnterface (AP}
provided to the third party web site by the on-Hne trading platform. An APY
provided to the third party web site by the on-lne trading platform that permits a
aser to purchase, via the on-Hne trading platform, an ttem presented on a third
party web site, may be termed a contextual transaction module. A contextual
transaction module may be generated at the on-line trading platforro and made

available for use by third party web sites.

(0019 A contextual transaction module may be configured to associate a
presentation of an itom on a context setfer web site that hosts the contextual
transaction module with information linking the presentation of the itemto a
listing that is maintained by the on-line trading piatform. The operation of
associating may take place, ¢.g., at the time an image of an item is uploaded to

context setter web site. A context setier web site may be designed to allow users
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to save images and categorize them on different web pages that may be termed
boards. Users of such web site can choose other users’ boards based on their
overlapping interests and follow those boards for new content. For example,
such web site may facilitate pinboard-style social photo sharing by allowing
asers o create and manage theme-based image collections. These collections of
images may be categorized based on cvents, interests, hobbies, cte. Users of
such web site can browse other users’ pinboards for inspiration, can re-post {or
‘re-pin’} images from other users’ boards to their own colfections or indicate that
they like a particular image. A contextual transaction moedule may be contfigured
1o associate an image posted on such a pinboard with an identification linking it
to 4 listing maintained by the on-line trading platform at the time the image is
being uploaded to the pinboard. Other types of third party web sites that may
utilize a contextual transaction module may be other social networking systems
that permit users exchange textual and/or graphical fnformation that may
reference items of merchandise (e.g., Twitter®, sites providing a forum for

discussing telgvision programs, movies, otc. ).

100243 In order to facilitate transactions in a particular on-line wading
platform from a third party web site, the on-line trading platform may include a
module or a component termed a contextual frangaction facilitator. A contextual
transaction facilitator roay be contigured to interact with a contextual transaction

modide executing at a context sctter web site.

(00211 In some embodiments, a contextual transaction facilitator may be
configured to embed links to the listing pages of the on-line trading platform
within images presented on a web page of a context setter web site. A
contextual transaction facilitator may also provide integration between a mobile
app of the on-line trading platform and 2 mobile app of the provider of a context
sctter web site. A contextual commerce system may also be configured to
create a listing in the on-line trading platform on the fly, as a vser uploads an

image to a context setter web site.

[0022] An example method and system to facilitate transactions in a
particular on-line trading platform from a third party web sitc may be
implemented in the context of a network environment 100 illustrated in Fig. 1.

As shown in Fig. 1, the network environment 100 may include client devices

PCT/US2015/023365
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110 and 1298, and a server system 140, The client device 110 may be a mobile
device executing a native app 112 or a mobile web browser 114. The native app
112 may be providing access 1o services cxecuiing on the server system 140,

such as, for example, to services provided by an on-line trading platform 142,

(&3]

The chient devices 110 and 120 {¢.g., via a browser application 122} may have
access o the server systerm 140 hosting the on-line trading platform 142 via a
communications network 130, The communications network 130 may be a
public network (e.g., the Internet, 2 mobile communication network, or any other

network capable of communicating digital data).

16 [0023] As shown in Fig. 1, the server system 144 is in commuonication
with a database 150 that stores item lstings 152, An item listing is a publication
related to goods and/or services being offered for sale. The server system 140
alsc hosts a contextual transaction facilitator 144, In one example embodiment,
the contextual transaction facilitator 144 is configured to cooperate with a

15 contextual transaction module 162 executing at a confext setter web site

provided by a third party web site provider computer system 16{,

[0024] In some embodiments, the contextual transaction facilitator 144
melades a billing system integration module to integrate the billing process with
the billing system provided by the on-line trading platform 142, For example,
20 the contextual fransaction facilitator 144 may be configured to initiate so-caltied
channel-initiated billing, where a partnered entity (a thivd party web site
provider} authorizes the on-line trading platform 142 to initiate the billing
process on their behalf, In some cmbodiments, the contextual transaction
facilitator 144 may be extended by factlitating partnership with other providers

25 of web-based services e.g., to permit “rebolstering” to allow spot buying.

(00251 In operation, when the contextual transaction raodule 162
provided with a context sctier web site detects an indication that a user may be
mterested in purchasing an item that is referenced or depicted at the context
setter web site, the contextual transaction module 162 may commence a process
36 of facilitating & fransaction with respect 1o the item in the on-line trading
platform 142 without requiring the user to leave the context setter web site. An

ndication that a user may be interested in purchasing an item may be, ¢.2.,
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detecting that the user engaged a “like” control associated with an image of the
tiem, detecting that the user clicked on an image of the item, or hovered over an
image of the item for certain duration of time. Shown in Fig. 2 is a screen 200
ithustratimg a web page from a context setter web site. In the example provided
in Fig. 2, a context setter web site is a virtual pinboard web site.  An item of
imterest is displayed in arca 210 and an indication of a click action is depicted by
clement 220 (the clement 220 is not displayed and is provided to iHustrate a user

action).

[0026] In response to detecting an indication that 2 user may be
mterested in purchasing an item (that may be termed an item of intercst), the
contextual transaction module 162 of Fig. 1 may determine whether the
presentation of the item is associated with an item tdentification that links the
presentation of the item to a listing maintained by the on-line trading platform
142 of Fig. 1. Hf the presentation of the item is associated with an item
identification that links the presentation of the item to a listing maintained by the
on-line frading platform 142, the contextual transaction module 162 displays a
so-called contextual coramerce visual control selectable to cause a transaction
processing flow to be commenced in the on-line trading platform 142, Shown in
Fig. 3 is a screen 300 illustrating @ web page from the virtual pinboard web site.
Information describing the item of interest is displaved in area 310, Also shown
m the area 310 is “EBAY” control 320, “EBAY” conirol 320 is a contextual
conumeree visual conirol selectable to cause a transaction processing flow to be
conuuenced in the on-line trading platform 142, Ebay® is 2 registered
trademark of eBay, Inc. The information regarding the price for the item and the
shipping cost may be obtained by the contextual transaction module 162 from

the on-line trading platform.

(00277 When the contextual fransaction module 162 of Fig. 1 detects the
selection of the “EBAY™ contrel 320, it sends a commmunication to the contextual
transaction facilitator executing at the on-Hne trading platform 142 of Fig. L.
The compumication to the contextual transaction facilitator executing at the on-
line trading platform 142 includes an identification of the item of interest
represented in the area 310 of Fig. 3 and a request to facilitate a transaction, in

the on-line trading platform 142, with respect to an item represented by the item

~]

PCT/US2015/023365
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dentification. A user interface configured to facilitate, in the on-line trading
platform 142, a transaction with respect to an tem presented at a context seiter

web site may be referred to as @ transaction flow user interface.

[0028] The contextual transaction facilitator 144, which is provided with

W

the on-line trading platform 142, upon recciving the request from the contextual
transaction modale 162, accesses a listing that corresponds to the identification
of the item of interest, and provides, to the server 160 hosting the context setter
web site, a transaction flow user interface that can be used for commencing a
transaction with respect 1o the tters of interest. Shown in Fig. 4 1s a screen 400
10 iflustrating a user interface for commencing a transaction with respect to the item
of interest. The user interface for commencing a transaction with respect to the
item of interest, also termed a transaction flow user interface, is shown in arca
410, which is presented within a lavout controlied by the countext setter web stie
(here the virteal pinboard stte). The user interface presented m the area 410
15 ncludes mformation from the listing {c.g., an image and a description of the
itern of interest, the price information, etc.), as well as a visual control for

effectoating payment (here a button 420 titled “Payment Control”).

[0029] In one embodiment, an identification of an item presented at a
condext setter web site may be associated with multiple Hstings in the on-line

260 trading platform 142, ¢.g., hstings of the same item provided by different
vendors. Where an ttem presented at a context setter web site is assceiated with
listings of the same item provided by different vendors, the contextual

transaction facilitator 144 may be configured to determine whether the item

offered by one of the vendors is out of stock and, if so, select the listing by a

23 vendor that has the item of interest in stock and use that listing to be included
o the transaction flow user interface.
[(036] Fig. 5 is block diagram of a system 500 (that, in on¢ embodiment,
corresponds 1o the contextaal transaction facilitator 144 provided at the on-Hne
rading platform 142 of Fig. 1), in accordance with one example embodiment.
30 As shown in Fig. 5, the system 500 inchudes 2 request detector 510, a listing

detector 520, and a user inferface communicator 530, The request detector 510
may be configured to receive, at a frading platform server {e.g., the server system

140 of Fig. 1), from a context sctier web site server {e.g., the third party web site
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provider computer system 160 of Fig. 1), an item identification and a request to
facilitate a transaction with respect to an item represenied by the tem

dentification. As mentioned above, the tfern identification may be a URL.

10031} The isting detector 520 may be configured to aceess, in response
to the request, a listing that corresponds to the item identification. The listing
may be stored in the database 150 of Fig. 1. The listing detector 520 may also be
configured to  determine that the item identification corresponds to multiple
listings associated with respective distinet vendors. The listing detector 520 may
determine that one of the listings represents an out-of-stock tem with respect to
its associated vendor and select the listing associated with a vendor that has the

item in stock to be included into the transaction flow user mterface.

(00323 The vser interface communicator 530 may be configured to
comumunicate, to the context sctier web site server, a transaction flow user
mterface. The fransaction flow user interface comprises information from the
listing and also a visual control selectable to inifiate a transaction in the on-line
rading platform with respect to the item, using a iransaction processing module
5490, The system 500 also includes a transaction completion detector 550, which
may be configured to detect that the transaction process is completed and
commumnicate the transaction completion status to the third party web site

provider computer system 160,

(G033} Also shown in Fig. 5 is a coniextual fransaction module provider
560, The contextual transaction module provider 560 may be configured to
generate a contextoal transaction modale and provide the contextual transaction
module to a context setter web site, A contextual transaction module generated
by the contextual transaction moduole provider 560 may be configured to detect
an indication of a user interest with respect to the item presented at a context
setter web site, to determine that a presentation of the item at the context setter
web site is associated with the identification information (the ideniification
mformation hinking the presentation of the e to a listing in the in an on-line
trading platform), to display in response to the determining 2 contextual
conmumeree visual conirol seloctable to cause a transaction processing flow to be

commenced by the on-line trading platform, and to conmmunicate to the on-line

PCT/US2015/023365
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trading platform the item identification and a request to facilitate a transaction
with respect to an item represented by the item identification in response to
detecting a sclection of the contextual commerce visual control. An exanple

contextual transaction module 1s also described further below, with reference to

(&3]

Fig. 7 and Fig. 8.

[0034] Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a method 600 performed at an on-line
trading platform to facilitate transactions in the on-line trading platform from a
context sctier web site, in accordance with an exampie embodiment. The
method 600 may be performed by processing fogic that may comprise hardware
10 (e.g., dedicated logic, programmable logic, microcode, etc.), software (such as
run on a general purpose compniter system or a dedicated maching), ora
combination of both. In one example embodiment, the processing logic resides

at the server system 140 of Fig. 1.

(00357 As shown i Fig. 6, the method 600 commences at operation

15 610, when the contextual transaction module provider 560 of Fig. 5, exccuting at
an on-hine trading platform, provides, to a context setter web site, a contextual
transaction module. The contextual transaction module 1s configured to permit a
ransaction with respect to an item presented at the context sctter web site via the
on-line trading platform. At operation 620, the request detector 510 of Fig. &

20 receives, from the context setter web site, an item identification and a request for
a transaction flow user interface. At operation 630, the lsting detector 520 of

Fig

~

1

accesses a listing maintained by the on-line trading platform that

!

0

corresponds to the tem identification. At operation 640, the user interface

communicator 530 of Fig. 5 communicates, to the context setter web site, a user

N2
W

mterface for processing a transaction with respect (o the item {(a transaction flow
user interface}. The user interface is to be included into a layout controlled by
the context setter web site. An example of a transaction flow user interface is
shown in Fig. 4, which was described above. At operation 650, the transaction
processing module 540 of Fig. S processes a transaction with respect to the item,
30 atilizing the user interface at the context sctter web site. At operation 664, the
transaction completion detector S50 of Fig. 5 communicates an indication of a

completed transaction with respect to the item to the context setter web site.
[0036] Fig. 7 is block diagram of a system 700 (that, in one embodiment,

10
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corresponds to the contextual transaction module 1162 provided at the third
party web site provider compuiter sysiem 160 of Fig. 1), in accordance with one
example embodiment. As shown in Fig. 7, the systern 700 includes a user
mterest detector 710, a Hnking information detector 720, a contextual transaction

P
/

visual control presentation module 730, a contextual transaction visual control
selection detector 740, a request module 750, a transaction flow Ul presentation
module 760, and a transaction completion detector 770, Some example
operations performed by the modules of the system 700 may be described with

reference to Fig. 8.

[0037] Fig. 8 is a flow chart of a method 800 performed at a context
setter web site to facilitate transactions in an oun-line trading platform, in
accordance with an example embodiment.  The method 800 may be performed
by processing logic that may comprise hardware (¢.g., dedicated logic,
programmable logic, microcode, ¢ic.), software (such as run on a general
purpose computer systom or a dedicated machine), or a combination of both. In
one example embodiment, the processing logic resides at the computer system

160 of Fig. 1.

[038] As shown in Fig, §, the method 800 commences at operation 810,
when the user interest detecior 710 of Fig. 7 detects an indication of a user
mterest with respect to a subject item presented at a condext setter web site, At
operation 820, a linking mformation detector 720 of Fig. 7, determuines that a
presentation of the subject item 18 associated with an item identification that
links the presentation of the item to a listing maintained by an on-line trading
platforr. At operation 830, the contextual fransaction visual condrol
presentation module 730 of Fig. 7 displays a contextual transaction visual
control selectable to cause a transaction processing flow to be executed by the
on-line trading platform with respect fo the subject item. An example
presentation of a contextual transaction visual control is illustrated n Fig, 3,

which was described above.

[0039] At operation 844, a contextual fransaction visual control selection
detector 740 of Fig. 7 detects selection of the contextual commerce visual

control and the request module 750 of Fig. 7, in response to detecting selection

11
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of the contextual commerce visual control, communicates, to the on-line trading
platform, the item identification and a request to initiate a transaction flow with
respect to the item. At operation 850, the transaction flow Ul presentation
modale 760 of Fig. 7 receives, from the on-hine trading platform, 4 user interface
for processing a trapsaction with respect to the item and includes the vser
mterface nto a layout controlled by the context setter web site. An example
presentation of the transaction flow Ul is illustrated in Fig. 4, which was
described above. At operation 860, the transaction completion detector 770 of
Fig. 7 receives, from the on-line trading platform, an indication of the

completion of the transaction with respect to the item.

[0040] Fig. 9 is a diagrammatic represcntation of a machine in the
example form of a computer system 900 within which a sot of instructions, for
causing the machine to perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed
herein, may be executed. In slternative embodiments, the machine operates as a
stand-alone device or may be connected {e.z., networked) to other machines. o
a networked deployment, the machine may operate in the capacity of a server or
a client machine in a server-client network enviromment, or 4s a peer machine in
a peer-to-peer {or distributed) network environment. The machine may be a
persenal compurter (PO, a tablet PC, a set-top box {(STB), a Personal Digital
Assistant {PDA), a cellolar telephone, a web appliance, a network router, switch
or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential
or othorwise) that specify actions to be taken by that machine., Further, while
only a single machine is lustrated, the term “machine” shall also be taken to
inchude any collection of machines that individually or jointly execute a set {or
multiple sets) of instructions to perform any one or more of the methodologics

discussed herein,

(0041 The example computer system 900 includes a processor 902 {c.g,,
a central processing unit (CPLN), a graphics processing unit {GPU) or both}, a
main memory 904 and a static memory 906, which communicate with cach other
via 2 bus 909. The computer system 900 may further include a video display
untt 910 {c.g., a hquid crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRTY). The
computer system 900 also includes an alpha-numeric input deviee 912 (e.g., a

keyboard), a user interface (U} navigation device 914 {e.g., a cursor control

12
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device), a disk drive unit 916, a signal generation device 918 {e.g., a speaker)

and a network interface device 920.

[0042] The disk drive unii 916 includes a machine-readable mediom 922
on which is stored one or more sets of instructions and data structures (e.g.,

S software 924) embodying or utilized by any one or more of the methodologies or
functions described herein. The software 924 may also reside, completely or at
least partiaily, within the main memory 904 and/or within the processor 902
during exccution thercof by the computer systern 900, with the main memory

804 and the processor 902 also constituting machine-readable media.

16 [0043] The sottware 924 may further be transmitted or received over a
network 926 via the network interface device 920 utilizing any one of a number

of well-known transter protocols {e.g., Hyper Text Transfer Protocol (HTTP}).

[0044] While the machine-readable medium 922 is shown in an example
cmbodiment to be a single medium, the term "machine-readable mediuvm” should
15 be taken to include a single medium or multiple media (c.g., a contralized or
distributed database, and/or associated caches and servers) that store the one or
more sets of instructions. The term "machine-readable mediom™ shall also be
taken to include any medivm that is capable of storing and encoding a set of
mstractions for execution by the machine and that cause the machine to perform
20 any one or more of the methodologies of embodiments of the present tnvention,
or that is capable of storing and encoding data structures utilized by or associaied
with such a set of nstructions. The torm "machine-readable medium” shall
accordingly be taken to inclade, but not be limited to, solid-state memories,

optical and magnetic media. Soch media may also inchude, without limitation,

SV
o

hard disks, floppy disks, flash memory cards, digital video disks, random aceess
memory (RAMs), vead only memory (ROMas), and the ke, A carrier mediom
comprises a tangible machine readable medium or a transient mediom camrying
imstructions for causing a machine to implement the method, such as a sigonal e.g.
a transmission medium, an clectrical signal, an optical signal, or an

36 clectromagnetic signal,

(00457 The embodiments described hercin may be tplemented in an

operating environment comprising softwvare installed on a computer, in

13
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hardware, or in a combination of software and hardware. Such embodiments of
the inventive subject matter may be referred to herein, individuaily or
collectively, by the term “invention” merely for convenience and without
mtending to volantarily limit the scope of this application to any single invention

or nventive concept if more than one is, in fact, disclosed.

[3046] Certain embodiments are described herein as inchading logic ora
number of components, modules, or mechanisms, Modules may constitute
either software moedules {e.g., code embodied (1) on a non-transitory machine-
readable medium or (2) in a transmission signal) or hardware-implemented
mododes. A hardware-implemented module is tangible unit capable of
performing ceriain operations and may be configured or arranged in a certain
manner. In example embodiments, one or more computer systems {(¢.g., a
standalone, client or server computer system) or one Or MOTC Processors may be
configured by software {¢.g., an application or application portion) as a
hardware-iraplemented module that operates to perform cortain operations as

described herein.

(0047} In various crobodiments, a hardwarc-implemented module may
be implemented mechanically or clectronically. For example, a hardware-
implemented module may comprise dedicated circuitry or logic that is
permanently configured {e.g., as a special-purpose processor, such as a field
programmable gate array (FPGA) or an application-specific integrated circuit
{ASICY) to perform certain operations. A hardware-implemented moduole may
also comprise programmablc logic or circuitry {e.g., as encompassed within a
general-purpose processor or other programnable processor) that is fermporarily
configured by software 1o perform certain operations. [t will be appreciated that
the decision to tmplement a hardware-implemented module mechanically,
dedicated and permanently configured circuitry, or in temporarily configured
circuitry {c.g., configured by software) may be driven by cost and time

considerations.

(00481 Accordingly, the term "hardware-implemented module” should be
understood to encompass a tangible entity, be that an entity that is physically

constructed, permanently configured {e.g., bardwired) or temporarily or

14
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transitorily configured (e.g., programmed) to operate in a certain mammer and/or
to perform certain operations described herein, Considering embodiments in
which hardwarc-implemented modules are temporarily configared {e.g.,
programmed), each of the hardware-implemented modules need not be
configired or mstantiated at any one instance in time. For example, where the
hardware-implemented modules comprise a general-purpose processor
configured using software, the general-purpose processor may be configured as
respective different hardware-tmplemented modules at different times. Software
may accordingly configure a processor, for example, to constitute a particular
hardware-iraplemented module at one instance of tie and to constituic a

different hardware-timplemented module at a ditferent instance of time.

[0049] Hardware-tmoplemented modules can provide information to, and
receive tnformation from, other hardware-implemented modules. Accordingly,
the described hardwarc-implemented modules may be regarded as being
connuricatively coupled. Where nwiltiple of such hardwarc-implemented
modales exist contemporancously, communications may be achieved through
signal transmission {e.g., over appropriate circuits and buses) that connect the
hardware-implemented modules. In cmbodiments in which multiple hardware-
implemented modules are configured or instantiated at different times,
conununications between such hardware-implemented modules may be
achicved, for example, through the storage and retrieval of information in
memory structures to which the multiple bardware-implemented modules have
access. For example, one hardware-implemented module may perform an
operation, and store the output of that operation in a memory device to which #t
is commumnicatively coupled. A further hardware-implemented module may
then, at a later time, access the memory device to retrieve and process the stored
output. Hardware-implemented modules may also imitiate commumnications with
mput or output devices, and can operate on a resource {e.g., a collection of

nformation}.

[G050] The various operations of example methods described herein may
be performed, at least partially, by one or more processors that are temporarily
configured {c.g., by software) or permanently configured to perform the relevant

operations. Whether temporarily or permanently configured, such processors

15
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may constitate processor-implemented modules that operate to perform one or
more operations or functions. The modules referred to herein may, in some

exanple embodiments, comprise processer-implemented modules,

[0051] Similarly, the methods described herein may be at least partially
processor-implemented. For example, at least some of the operations of a
method may be performed by one or processors or processor-implemented
modules. The performance of certain of the operations may be disiributed among
the one or more processors, not only residing within a single machine, but
deployed across a number of machines. In some example embodiments, the
Processor or processors may be located in a single location (e.g., within a home
environment, an office environment or as a server farmy, while in other

cmbodiments the processors may be distributed across a number of locations.

(00521 The one or more processors may also operate to support

o N . : " iy 9 Tans
performance of the relevant operations in a "cloud computing” environment or as
a "software as a service” (SaaS). For example, at least some of the operations
may be performed by a group of computers (as examples of machines meluding
processors), these operations being accessible via a network (e.g., the Toteroet)
and via one or more appropriate interfaces (e.g., Apphication Program Interfaces

(APEs).

[00S53] Thus, method and system to facilitate transactions in a particular
on-line trading platform from a third party web sitc have been described.
Although embodiments have been described with reference to specific example
embodiments, it will be evident that various modifications and changes may be
made to these embodiments without departing from the broader scope of the
wmventive subject matter. Accordingly, the specification and drawings are to be

regarded m an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense.
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CLAIMS
1. A system comprising:

a request detector, implemented using at least one processor, 1o receive,

at a trading platform server, from a context setter web site server, an item

o

identification and a request to facifitate a transaction with respect to an itom
represented by the item idontification, the trading platform server hosting an on-
Ime trading platform, the context setter web site server hosting a context setter

web site;

a listing detector, impiemented using at least one processor, o access, in

10 response to the request, g listing that corresponds to the item identification;

a user interface conmmmumicator, implemenied using at least one processor,
o communicate, to the context setier web site server, a transaction flow user
intertace, the transaction flow user interface comprising information from the
listmg and a visual control selectable to mitiate a transaction in the on-line

15 trading platform with respect to the item.
2. The system of claim 1, wherein the item identification 1s a uniform
esource locator {URL).

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the listing detector is to:

determine that the item 1dentification corresponds to the listing and {o a
20 forther Histing, the listing and the further listing associated with respective

distinct vendors;

determinge that the further listing represents an out-of-stock item with

respect to its associated vendor; and

sclect the Histing to be included into the transaction flow user interface.

SV
o

4. The system of claim 1, comprising a contextual transaction module

provider, implemented using at least one processor, to:

generate a contextual fransaction module; and
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provide the contextual transaction module, implemented using at least

one processor, to the context setter web site.

~

3. The system of claim 4, wherein the contextual transaction module is to
detoct an indication of a user interest with respect to the item presented at the

5 context setter web site.
6. The systern of claim 5, wherein the contextual transaction module is to;

determine that a presentation of the tem at the context setter web site is
associated with the identification mformation, the identification mformation
linking the presentation of the item {o a listing in the in the on-lEne trading

10 platform; and

in response to the determining, display a contextoal commerce visual
control selectable to cause a transaction processing flow to be commenced by the

on-line trading platform.

7. The systern of claim 6, wherein the contextual transaction module is to;

[I—
W

in response to detecting a selection of the contextual commerce visual
confrol, communicate, to the on-line trading platform, the item wdentification and
a request to facilitate a transaction with respect to an item represented by the

item identification.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the context setter web site is a social

20 networking web site.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the ifem is an electronic resowuree or a

tangible good.

10.  The system of claim 1, wherein the item identification corresponds fo an

image, an alpha-sumeric string, or an audio clip.

SV
o

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

receiving, at a trading platform server, from a context setier web site
sgrver, an ttem identification and a request to facilitate a transaction with respect

to an item represented by the item identification, the trading platform server

18
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hosting an on-line trading platform, the context setter web site server hosting a

contoxt sctier web site;

in response to the request, accessing a listing that corresponds to the item

identification;

o

communicating, (o the context sctier web site scrvey, using at least one
processor, the transaction flow user interface, a transaction flow user interface
comprising information from the hsting and a visual control selectable to initiate

a transaction in the on-line trading platform with respect to the item.

12. The method of clatm 11, wherein the item identification 13 2 uniform

10 resource locator (URL).

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the accessing of the listing comprises:

determining that the item identification corresponds to the Hsting and to a
further listing, the listing and the further listing associated with respective

distinet vendors;

[I—
W

determining that the further listing represents an out-of-stock item with

respect to iis associated vendor; and

sclecting the listing to be included into the transaction flow user

interface.
14, The method of claim 11, comprising:
20 generating a contextual transaction module; and

providing the contextual transaction module to the context setier web

site,

15, The method of claim 14, wherein the contextual transaction module is to
detect an indication of a user intercst with respect to the item presented at the

context setter web site.

[\
(&3]

16. The method of ¢lamm 15, wherem the contextual transaction module 15 to:
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determine that a presentation of the item at the context setier web site is
associated with the identification information, the identification information
linking the presentation of the item to a listing n the in the on-lne trading

platform; and

in response 1o the determining, display a contextual commerce visual
control selectable to cause a transaction processing flow to be commenced by the

on-line trading platform.
17. The method of claim 16, wherein the contextual transaction moedule is to:

in response to detecting a selection of the contextual commerce visual
control, communicate, 10 the on-line trading platform, the item identification and
a request to facilitaie a transaction with respect to an item represended by the

itemn 1dentification.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the context setter web sife is a social

networking web site.

19, The method of claim 11, wherein the item is an electronic resource or a

tangible good.

20, A machine-readable storage medium having instruction data executable

by a machine to cause the machine to perform operations comprising:

receiving, at a trading platform server, from a context setter web site
server, an item identification and a request to facilitate a fransaction with respect
to an it represented by the tem identification, the trading platform server
hosting an on-line trading platform, the context setter web site server hosting a

context setter web site;

in response to the request, accessing a listing that corresponds to the item
identification;

communicating, to the context setter web site server the transaction flow
user interface, a transaction flow user interface comprising information from the
listing and a visual control sclectable to nitiate a transaction in the on-line

trading platform with respect to the tem.

20
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21, A machine readable mediim carrying instruction data executable by 4

machine to cause the machine to carry out the method of any one of claims 11

w0 19,
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