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The present invention relates generally to shower heads
and more particularly to a novel theft-proof shower head.

Conventional shower heads are so constructed that they
may be readily unscrewed from their mounting. Each
year the owners of public lodging establishments, such
as hotels, motels, apartments and the like, report the
theft of numerous conventional shower heads by tenants.
The monetary amount of such pilferage when taken cumu-
latively is considerable.

1t is the major object of the present invention to provide
a shower head which is completely theft-proof.

A further object of the invention is to provide a theft-
proof shower head which includes unique provisions for
cleaning out its interior.

Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a theft-proof shower head which may be manufac-
tured at a price comparable to conventional shower heads.

Another object is to provide a theft-proof shower head
of the aforedescribed nature which is simple in design and
ragged of construction whereby it may afford a long and
useful service life.

An additional object is to provide a theft-proof shower
head of the aforedescribed nature which may readily re-
place conventional shower head fixtures.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
tailed description, when taken in conjunction with the
appended drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view taken partly in
central cross-section showing a preferred form of theft-
proof shower head embodying the present invention;

Figure 2 is a fragmentary showing of the shower head
of Figure 1 disposed in a position to be cleaned out; and,

Figure 3 is a fragmentary central sectional view of an
alternate form of theft-proof shower head embodying the
present invention.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings, for a
detailed description of the preferred form of theft-proof
shower head S embodying the present invention, such head
includes an extension, generally designated 16, securable at
its rear end to a source of water and formed at its front
end with a hollow ball member, generally designated 12.
A socket member, generally designated 14, is adjustably
carried by the ball member 12. Spray forming aperiures
16 are formed at the fromt of the socket member and
normally closed clean-out means 18 is formed on the ball
member. With this arrangement, the socket member 14
may be freely adjusted relative to the bail member 12
so as to control the direction of the water spray. At the
same time, however, the socket member 14 cannot be
removed by a would-be thief.

More particularly, the extension 19 includes a horizontal
section 20 which is formed at its rear end with threads
22. These threads 22 are adapted to be tightened within
the front end of a water conduit 24 disposed within a wall
26. A conventional annular metal shield 28 is interposed
between the face of the wall 26 and the rear portion of
the extension section 20. The front section 39 of the ex-
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tension 10 is angled downwardly and forwardly and the
hollow ball member 12 is integrally formed at the lower
end thereof. A coaxial water opening 32 is formed at
the front end of the ball member 12.

The socket member 14 is preferably formed with a
hollow bead 34 around its rear end. A resilient sealing
ring 36 formed of rubber or the like is disposed within
this bead 34 so as to provide a water-tight seal between
the rear end of the socket member and the ball member.
A coaxial forwardly extending spray-forming element 37
is formed on the front portion of the socket member 12.
The front end of this element is closed by a wall 38 where-
in are formed a plurality of spray apertures 16. Prefer-
ably, a generally hemispherical friction element 42 is
interposed between the ball and socket members. This
friction element 42 is formed with a coaxial water opening
44 that is aligned with the coaxial water opening 32 of the
ball member 12.

The clean-out means 18 employed with the preferred
emboediment of Figures 1 and 2 consists of an opening
formed through one side of the ball member 12. with
this arrangement, as shown in Figure 1, the clean-out
opening 18 will be blocked by the socket member 14
during normal operation of the shower head. Referring
now to Figure 2, at such time as it becomes desirable to
clean-out the interior of the shower head, the socket mem-
ber 14 is tilted upwardly until the clean-out opening 18
is unblocked. The spray apertures 16 are then covered
as by a user’s thumb and water is admitted into the shower
head. Any foreign matter contained within the interior
of the shower head will then be forced cutwardly through
the unblocked clean-out opening 18. At the conclusion
of the clean-out operation the socket member 12 may be
returned to its original position.

Referring now to Figure 3, there is shown an alternate
form of shower head S’ embodiment of the present inven-
tion. This embodiment includes an extension 1®’, a
ball member 12’ and a socket member 14’ similar to those
shown in the preferred embodiment of Figures 1 and 2.
The clean-out means utilized with this form of the in-
venticn, however, consists of a threaded opening 50
formed through one wall of the cylindrical element 3¢’
of the ball member and a threaded plug 52 which is
removably disposed within this clean-out opening 58.
With this form of the invention a clean-out operation is
performed by first removing the threaded piug 52.
Thereafter, the user’s thumb may be employed to seal the
spray apertures 16’, Water is then admitied into the
shower head and any foreign matter contained therein
will be flushed outwardly through the clean-out opening
59. At the conclusion of the clean-out operation, the
plug 52 is replaced.

‘While there has been shown and described hereinbefore
what is presently considered to be the preferred and one
alternate embodiment of the present invention, it will be
apparent that various modifications and changes may be
made thereto without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or the scope of the following claims.

I claim:

1. A theft-proof shower head, comprising: an extension
securable at its rear end to a source of water; a hollow
ball member formed at the front end of said extensicn;
a socket member adjustably carried by said ball member;
abutment means interposed between said ball member
and said socket member retaining said socket member on
said ball member bui permitting said socket member
to be tilted upon said ball member; a water opening
formed in said ball member; spray-formiag means formed
on said socket member; and, a clean-out opening formed
through said ball member in a position wherein it will
normally be blocked by said socket member but will be
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uncovered when the latter is tilted through a prede-
termined angle relative t6 said ball member.

2. A theft-proof shower head, comprising: an extension
securable at its rear end.io a source of water; a hollow
ball member formed at the front end -of said extension
and having a hollow bead around its rear end; a resilient
sealing ring disposed within said bead; a -socket member
adjustably carried by said ball member; a water opening
formed in the froni of said ball member; spray-forming
means formed on said socket member; and, a clean-out
opening formed through said ball member in a position
wherein it will normally be blecked by said socket member
but will be uncovered when the latter is tilted through a
predetermined angle relative to said ball member.

3. A theft-proof shewer head, comprising: an extension
securable at its rear end to a source of water; a holiow ball
member formed at the front end of said extension.and
having a coaxial opening formed at its front end; a socket
member adjustably carried by said ball member and having
a hollow bead around its rear end; a resilient sealing ring
disposed within said bead; a. coaxial forwardly extending
spray-forming element formed on said socket member; a
wall covering the front of said spray-forming element; a
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plurality of spray apertures formed through said wall; a
generally hemispherical friction element interposed be-
tween said members and fermed with a coaxial opening
aligned with that of said ball member; and, a clean-out
opening formed through said ball member in a position
wherein it will normally be blecked by said socket mem-
ber but will be uncovered when the latter is tilted through
a predetermined angle relative to said ball member.
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