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To all whoin it may concern:

Be it known that I, Harry Cumamezrs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Lakewood, in the county of Ocean and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxzes, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in mail boxes and has for its
object to provide a box of this character
which is to be secured to the side of the
house on the outside for the mail carrier
to deposit the mail in, the locking means
for said box being controlled from the in-
side of the house, this doing away with the
use of keys which are often lost.

In using the mail boxes that are unlocked
by keys, 1t is often necessary for a person
to stand outside to unlock the box when it
is ralning or snowing and in fact in all
kinds of disagreeable weather.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the box may be un-
locked from the inside, thus allowing one
to step out, take the mail out of the box and
close the door. ,

A further object of the invention is to
provide a mail box which will possess ad-
vantages in points of efficiency and durabil-
ity, is inexpensive of manufacture and at
the same time is simple in construction and
operation. ’

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel features
of construction and the combination and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter more fully
described, pointed out in the claim and
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved mail box. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tional view. Fig. 8 is a sectional view on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a sectional
view on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is
a detail perspective view of the keeper
member; and Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional
view showing a modified form of the actu-
ating means.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates the body of the box hav-
ing a door 2 hinged to the front side there-

of, and a slot 3 is formed in the front of
the box to receive the letters and other mail
matter. A bell crank lever 4 is disposed
within the box and having its intermediate
portions pivoted on the pin 5 secured in one
side of the box. The outer end of this lever
is enlarged as shown at 6 and bifurcated to
form the catch member 7 adapted to en-
gage with the keeper member § secured to
the edge of the door.

A guide casing 9 is secured to the rear of
the body 1 and extends through the side of
the house and communicates with the inte-
rior of the house. A threaded rod 10 is dis-
posed in this casing having one end looped
to form the eye 11, which is mounted on
the pivot pin 12 carried by the lower end
of the bell crank lever 4. The other end of
this rod is threaded into the tubular rod
13 which is provided with the interior
threads 14.

Mounted on the tubular rod 13 is a sleeve
15 adapted to inclose the coil spring 15
which is mounted on the rod 18, a cap 17 is
provided which is threaded into the end of
the sleeve to hold the spring in place. An
annular flange 18 is formed on the rod 13
against which one end of the spring is
adapted to bear, the other end of said spring
bearing against the cap 17. A substantially
rectangular plate 19 is formed on the outer
end of said sleeve and adapted to be se-
cured to the end of the guide casing 9 to
hold the sleeve 15 in a substantially hori-
zontal position, whereby the rods 18 and 10
will be held in an operative position. A
stop 20 is threaded into the outer end of
the sleeve to prevent the rod 18 from coms
ing out of the sleeve. A thumb piece 21 is
formed on the outer end of the rod 18 where-
by the same may be easily pressed inwardly
to release the catch 7 from the keeper 8, and
a resilient spring plate 22 is secured to the
body of the box adjacent to the door open-
ing and adapted to engage the door to force
the same to its open position when it is re-
leased. A housing 23 is secured to one side
of the body 1 on the interior thereof and
adapted to partially inclose the bell crank
lever 4 so that the mail matter will not
interfere with the operation of the same.

In Fig. 6, I have shown a modified form
of means for operating the bell crank lever,
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the rod 10 is the same as described in the
preferred form of my invention, said rod
being threaded into a tubular rod 24 which
is provided on its outer end with the thumb
piece 25. A plate 26 is mounted on the rod
24 and is secured to the end of the casing 9
to form a guide for said rod. A coil spring
97 is mounted on the rod 10 and having one
end bearing against the inner Lnd of the
casing 9, the other end of said spring bear-
ing against the inner end of the tubular rod
24, go that when pressure is exerted on the
thumb piece 25 the catch member 7 will be
]LIL ased from the keeper member. If a per-

on of the house wishes to gain access to
hu box, they press on the thumb piece 21
which releases the catch 7 from the keeper
8, and the spring plate 22 will force the
(1001 to an open position.

With the above description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
the advantages, use and operation of my
device will be readily understood.

VWhile T have shown and described the
preferred form of my invention, it will be
obvious that varicus changes in the detalls
of construction and in the proportions may
be resorted to for successfully carrying my
invention into practice without sacrificing
any of the novel features or depfu't]no from
the scope thereof.

1,024,617

Having thus described this invention,
what is elaimed is:—
In a device of the character described,

the combination of a body having a door 35

hinged to one side thereof, a Leepcr mem-
ber secnred to said door, a bell crank lever
pivotally mounted within said body having
a catch formed on the outer end thereof to

engage the keeper member on the door, a 40

guide casing secured to the rear of said
body, a horizontal rod disposed within said
casing, an eye formed on one end of said
rod and pivotally connected to the lower

end of said lever, a tubular rod threaded on 45

the other end of said rod, a coil spring
mounted on said tubular rod, a sleeve
mounted on the tubular rod to inclose said
spring, an annular flange formed on the tu-
bular rod disposed within said sleeve
adapted to bear against one end of the
spring, and a thumb piece formed on the
outer end of the tubular rod adapted to be
pressed to reciprocate said rods and actuate

the bell crank lever to release the catch 55

from the keeper member.
In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
HARRY CHAMBERS.
Witnesses:
Anwna B, Gaxr,
Janes E. Ganr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents ecach, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. ¢.”
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