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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a distribution device in the subscriber 
access area, comprising two changeover devices two switch 
ing matrices a DSLAM having associated splitter modules 
and at least one controller. The first changeover device 
includes m inputs, m first outputs and m second outputs, with 
a first and a second output having one associated changeover 
element by means of which an associated input can be selec 
tively connected to the first or to the second output. The 
second changeover device includes m first inputs, m second 
inputs and m outputs, with a first input and a second input 
having one associated changeover element by means of 
which an associated output can be selectively connected to 
the first or to the second input. The controller switches the first 
and second changeover devices and Switching matrices. 
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DISTRIBUTION DEVICE IN A SUBSCRIBER 
CONNECTION AREA 

The invention relates to a distribution device in the sub 
scriber access area, in particular in cable junction boxes, 
splice boxes or terminal boxes. 

Distribution devices in the subscriber access area are 
physically located between a Switching center and the Sub 
scriber. Typical installation sites are cable junction boxes, 
splice boxes or terminal boxes. 

Broadband data transmission via telephone lines has 
become increasingly important. The system providers there 
foreface the technical problem of how to provide these broad 
band services to an increasing number of Subscribers in a 
flexible manner. Approaches to a solution for this are known 
in which a DSLAM and its associated splitters are integrated 
in the distribution device in the subscriber access area, with 
the jumpering which is then necessary being performed 
manually. However, this is very time-consuming since some 
of the individual distribution devices are scattered far and 
wide. 

The invention is therefore based on the technical problem 
of providing a distribution device in the Subscriberaccess area 
which improves the availability of broadband data services. 

To this end, the distribution device in the subscriber access 
area comprises two changeover devices, two Switching matri 
ces, a DSLAM having associated splitter modules, and at 
least one controller, in which the first changeover device 
comprises m inputs, m first outputs and m second outputs, 
with a first and a second output having one associated 
changeover element by means of which an associated input 
can be selectively connected to the first or to the second 
output, the second changeover device comprises m first 
inputs, m second inputs and m outputs, with a first input and 
a second input having one associated changeover element by 
means of which an associated output can be selectively con 
nected to the first or to the second input, the first switching 
matrix has m inputs and in outputs, and the second Switching 
matrix has n inputs and m outputs, where nam, the inputs of 
the first changeover device can be connected to a Switching 
center, the first outputs of the first changeover device are 
connected to the first inputs of the second changeover device, 
and the second outputs of the first changeover device are 
connected to the inputs of the first Switching matrix, the 
second inputs of the second changeover device are connected 
to the outputs of the second Switching matrix, and the outputs 
of the second changeover device can be connected to Sub 
scriber lines, the splitter modules have POTS connections, 
data connections and POTS/data connections, with the out 
puts of the first switching matrix being connected to the POTS 
connections, the data connections being connected to the 
DSLAM, and the POTS/data connections being connected to 
the inputs of the second Switching matrix, and the controller 
Switches the first and second changeover devices and Switch 
ing matrices. It should be noted here that the inputs of the first 
changeover device do not have to be connected directly to the 
Switching center, and the outputs of the second changeover 
device do not have to be connected directly to the subscribers. 
It should also be noted that the flow of information is bidirec 
tional. The terms input and output have therefore been chosen 
for a flow of information from the switching center to the 
subscriber for simplicity. 
The advantage of the invention is that a broadband data 

service is automatically allocated to a subscriber by Switching 
over the changeover devices or Switching matrices. In the 
basic state, the two changeover devices are Switched in Such 
a way here that the signals from the first output of the first 
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2 
changeover device to the first input of the second changeover 
device are switched-through to the output of the second 
changeover device. If a subscriber then wants a broadband 
data service, such as VDSL, the associated input of the sub 
scriber is connected to the second output in the first 
changeover device. The second input of the second 
changeover device is accordingly connected to the associated 
output. Furthermore, an as yet unused XDSL channel is 
selected and is connected to the associated input of the first 
Switching matrix or to the associated output of the second 
Switching matrix via the two Switching matrices. This is pos 
sible because each input of the Switching matrix can be con 
nected to each output of the Switching matrix by means of the 
Switching matrix. A broadband data service can thus be auto 
matically allocated to a subscriber by remote control without 
manual jumpering. The percentage of possible allocations is 
defined here by the n/m ratio of the switching matrices, 
although these may be replaced as required. Overall, this 
produces a very simple system which can be easily modularly 
upgraded. One further advantage is that the basic services can 
also be jumpered by means of the distribution device. For this 
purpose, an input, which is associated with a subscriber, of the 
first changeover device is connected to the second output of 
the first changeover device, associated with a free output of 
the Switching matrix by means of the first Switching matrix, 
and fed into the second Switching matrix by means of the 
splitter. Any second input and thus also output of the second 
changeover device can then be selected by means of the 
second Switching matrix. 

In one preferred embodiment, the controller is a constituent 
part of the DSLAM. This DSLAM already has controllers 
which can then be used simultaneously to control the switch 
ing matrices and changeover devices. 

In one further embodiment, the changeover elements of the 
changeover device are in the form of relays. These relays have 
the advantage of being very reliable and having good trans 
mission characteristics. However, microelectronic or micro 
mechanical Switches are also feasible in principle. 

In one further preferred embodiment, the relays are in the 
form of bistable or monostable changeover switches. The 
advantage of the monostable embodiment is that the POTS 
signals can continue to be Switched if the electrical power 
supply for the distribution device fails. In contrast, the advan 
tage of the bistable embodiment is that the configurations, 
that is to say the allocation of the broadband services to the 
Subscribers, are maintained. 
The invention is explained in greater detail in the text 

which follows with reference to a preferred exemplary 
embodiment. The single FIGURE shows a schematic block 
diagram of a distribution device in the Subscriber access area. 
The distribution device 1 in the subscriber access area 

comprises two changeover devices 2, 3, two Switching matri 
ces 4, 5, a DSLAM 6 and a number of splitter modules 7. The 
first changeover device 2 comprises m inputs 8, m first out 
puts 9 and m second outputs 10. The inputs 8 of the first 
changeover device 2 are connected to wires or cables from or 
to a Switching center (not illustrated). For this purpose, the 
inputs 8 are preferably in the form of multipole plug connec 
tors. The first outputs 9 are connected to first inputs 11 of the 
second changeover device 3. The second outputs 10 are con 
nected to inputs 12 of the first switching matrix 4, with the 
first switching matrix 4 likewise having minputs 12. The first 
changeover device 2 comprises m changeover elements 13 by 
means of which an input 8 can be selectively connected to its 
associated first output 9 or second output 10. In this case, the 
changeover elements 13 are preferably in the form of bistable 
changeover relays. The changeover elements 13 are Switched 
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here by a control signal S which is generated by a controller 
14 of the DSLAM 6. Then outputs 15 of the first switching 
matrix 4 are connected to n splitter modules 7, with only one 
splitter module 7 being illustrated, for reasons of clarity. In 
this case, the splitter modules 7 are preferably arranged 
together in groups on a printed equipment card. The outputs 
15 are connected to the POTS connections 16 of the splitter 
modules 7, while the data connections 17 of the splitter mod 
ules 7 are connected to the DSLAM 6. The POTS/data con 
nections 18 of the splitter modules 7 are connected to the n 
inputs 19 of the second switching matrix 5. The outputs 20 of 
the second switching matrix 5 are then connected to the 
second inputs 21 of the second changeover device 3. The 
second changeover device 3 likewise comprises changeover 
elements 22 by means of which the associated first input 11 or 
second input 21 can each be selectively connected to the 
associated output 23 of the changeover device 3. The outputs 
23 are then connected to wires or cables which lead to the 
subscribers, with the outputs 23 preferably being in the form 
of multipole plug connectors, like the inputs 8 of the first 
changeover device 2. Each input 12, 19 can be connected to 
each output 15, 20 by means of the switching matrices 4, 5. 
As can be seen, the first changeover device 2 and the first 

Switching matrix 4 have mirror-image symmetry with respect 
to the second changeover device 3 and the second Switching 
matrix 5. So that identical components can be used here. 
The process of a subscriber switching from a pure POTS 

service to an enhanced service will now be briefly explained 
in more detail. In the basic state, the m inputs 8 of the first 
changeover device are connected to them first outputs 9, and 
the m first inputs 11 of the second changeover device 3 are 
connected to the m outputs 23 of the second changeover 
device 3, that is to say the subscribers are provided with only 
a POTS service. If a subscriber then additionally wishes to 
take advantage of a broadband service, his input 8 is con 
nected to its associated second output 10. At the first switch 
ing matrix 4, the associated input 12, which is connected to 
the output 10, is then connected to an output 15, which is 
connected to an unused splitter module 7, of the Switching 
matrix 4. An association between the subscriber and the split 
ter module 7 is then formed in the DSLAM 6, so that the 
broadband data (e.g. XDSL) arriving via a glass-fiber cable 
24 is then transmitted to the subscriber of the associated 
splitter module 7. In the splitter module 7, the POTS and data 
signals are combined in the signal direction toward the Sub 
scriber, and the signal is separated into POTS and data signals 
in the direction toward the switching center. The associated 
POTS/data connection 18 of the splitter module 7 is con 
nected to an associated input 19 of the second Switching 
matrix 5. This input 19 is then connected to the second input 
21, which is associated with the subscriber, of the changeover 
device 3 by means of the switching matrix 5. The second input 
21 is accordingly connected to the output 23 by the 
changeover element 22. Abroadband data service can thus be 
allocated to a subscriber without manual jumpering. In addi 
tion to this automatic allocation of broadband data services, 
the distribution device also allows automatic jumpering of the 
subscriber lines themselves. For example, if a subscriber 
moves, his input 8 can be associated with another second 
input 21 of the second changeover device 3 by means of the 
two switching matrices 4, 5. If the outputs 23 of the subscrib 
ers j, k are to be exchanged for example, the two associated 
inputs 8 are connected to the second outputs 10 and associated 
with the other respective inputs 21 by means of the second 
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4 
Switching matrix, each of these inputs then being Switched 
through to the output 23 by the changeover elements 22. 

LIST OF REFERENCE SYMBOLS 

1 Distribution device 
2 Changeover device 
3 Changeover device 
4 Switching matrix 
5 Switching matrix 
6 DSLAM 
7 Splitter module 
8 Inputs 
9 First outputs 
10 Second outputs 
11 First inputs 
12 Inputs 
13 Changeover elements 
14 Controller 
15 Outputs 
16 POTS connections 
17 Data connections 
18 POTS/data connections 
19 Inputs 
20 Outputs 
21 Second inputs 
22 Changeover elements 
23 Outputs 
24 Glass-fiber cable 
S Control signal 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A distribution device in the subscriber access area, com 

prising two changeover devices, two Switching matrices, a 
DSLAM adapted to be connected only to a data service and 
having associated splitter modules, and at least one controller, 
in which the first changeover device comprises m inputs, m 
first outputs and m second outputs, with a first and a second 
output having one associated changeover element by means 
of which an associated input can be selectively connected to 
the first or to the second output, and wherein the associated 
input is adapted to be connected only to a POTS service, 

the second changeover device comprises m first inputs, m 
second inputs and m outputs, with a first input and a 
second input having one associated changeover element 
by means of which an associated output can be selec 
tively connected to the first or to the second input, the 
first Switching matrix has m inputs and in outputs, and 

the second Switching matrix has n inputs and m outputs, 
where n<m, 

the inputs of the first changeover device can be connected 
to a Switching center, 

the first outputs of the first changeover device are con 
nected directly to the first inputs of the second 
changeover device, and the second outputs of the first 
changeover device are connected only to the inputs of 
the first Switching matrix, 

the second inputs of the second changeover device are 
connected only to the outputs of the second Switching 
matrix, and the outputs of the second changeover device 
are connected directly to subscriber lines, 

the splitter modules have POTS connections, data connec 
tions and POTS/data connections, with the outputs of the 
first switching matrix being connected to the POTS con 
nections, the data connections being connected to the 
DSLAM, and the POTS/data connections being con 
nected to the inputs of the second Switching matrix, and 
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the controller switches the first and second changeover 
devices and Switching matrices between a basic state and 
an enhanced State by sending a signal to both of the first 
changeover device and the second changeover device, 

wherein when in the basic state, the associated input of the 
first changeover device is directly connected to the first 
output of the first changeover device via the one associ 
ated changeover element of the first changeover device, 
and where the first input of the second changeover 
device is directly connected to the associated output of 
the second changeover device via the one associated 
changeover element of the second changeover device, 
such that a subscriber receives only the POTS service in 
the basic State, and 

wherein when in the enhanced State, the associated input of 
the first changeover device is directly connected to the 
second output of the first changeover device via the one 
associated changeover element of the first changeover 
device, and where the second output of the first 
changeover device is connected to the second input of 
the second changeover device via the first Switching 
matrix, at least one of the splitter modules, and the 
second Switching matrix, and where the second input of 
the second changeover device is directly connected to 
the associated output of the second changeover device 
via the one associated changeover element of the second 
changeover device, such that the Subscriber receives a 
POTS/data service in the enhanced state, wherein a 
POTS component of the POTS/data service is not routed 
from the first output of the first changeover device to the 
first input of the second changeover device. 

2. The distribution device as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the controller is a constituent part of the DSLAM. 

3. The distribution device as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the changeover elements of the changeover devices are in the 
form of relays. 

4. The distribution device as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
the relays are in the form of bistable or monostable 
changeover Switches. 

5. A distribution device in the subscriber access area, com 
prising two changeover devices, two Switching matrices, a 
DSLAM adapted to be connected only to a data service and 
having associated splitter modules, and at least one controller, 
in which the first changeover device comprises m inputs, first 
outputs and second outputs, with the first changeover device 
having Switches by which the inputs can be selectively con 
nected to the first or to the second outputs, and wherein at least 
one of the inputs is adapted to be connected only to a POTS 
service, 

the second changeover device comprises first inputs, sec 
ond inputs and outputs, with the second changeover 
device having switches by which the outputs can be 
selectively connected to the first or to the second inputs, 
and 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

6 
the first and second Switching matrixes having inputs and 

outputs, 

the inputs of the first changeover device can be connected 
to a switching center, the first outputs of the first 
changeover device are connected directly to the first 
inputs of the second changeover device, and the second 
outputs of the first changeover device are connected only 
to the inputs of the first Switching matrix, 

the second inputs of the second changeover device are 
connected only to the outputs of the second Switching 
matrix, and the outputs of the second changeover device 
are connected directly to subscriber lines, 

the splitter modules have POTS connections, data connec 
tions and POTS/data connections, with the outputs of the 
first switching matrix being connected to the POTS con 
nections, the data connections being connected to the 
DSLAM, and the POTS/data connections being con 
nected to the inputs of the second Switching matrix, and 

the controller switches the first and second changeover 
devices and Switching matrices between a basic state and 
an enhanced State by sending a signal to both of the first 
changeover device and the second changeover device, 

wherein when in the basic state, the associated input of the 
first changeover device is directly connected to the first 
output of the first changeover device via the one associ 
ated changeover element of the first changeover device, 
and where the first input of the second changeover 
device is directly connected to the associated output of 
the second changeover device via the one associated 
changeover element of the second changeover device, 
Such that in a basic state, a Subscriber receives only the 
POTS service via the first changeover device and the 
second changeover device, and 

wherein when in the enhanced State, the associated input of 
the first changeover device is directly connected to the 
second output of the first changeover device via the one 
associated changeover element of the first changeover 
device, and where the second output of the first 
changeover device is connected to the second input of 
the second changeover device via the first Switching 
matrix, at least one of the splitter modules, and the 
second Switching matrix, and where the second input of 
the second changeover device is directly connected to 
the associated output of the second changeover device 
via the one associated changeover element of the second 
changeover device, such that the Subscriber receives a 
POTS/data service in the enhanced state, wherein a 
POTS component is routed via the second output of the 
first changeover device and the first Switching matrix 
and joins the data component at the splitter. 

k k k k k 


