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1 
My invention comprehends improvements in 

blinds of the type employing multiple vertical 
vanes individually suspended from upper axes for 
horizontal oscillation to open and close the blind 
and reciprocally shiftable in the Same planet.0 
extend and collapse the blind-a development in 
sunshielding designed to facilitate and compli 
ment contemporary designers' extensive use of 
large glass areas. . . . . . . . . . . 
A primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a blind with vertical vanes manufactured 
from any suitable flexible material, as fabric, 
and which are supported at the top and bottom 
so that when once extended they will become 
temporarily anchored and spaced in true vertical 
parallelism, but which are readily releasable 
when it is desired to collapse them to one or 
both sides of an opening. . . . . 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

sion of novel types of holders for Supporting the 
top and bottom edges of the vanes and which 
permit of easy and quick removal of the vanes. . 
A further object resides in a. Simple, full 

swivel attachment of connecting chains and 
wane holders. . ... . . . . . 

Still another object is the facility with which 
the vane spacing may be varied so as to fit to a 
nicety any given opening (permitting the use of 
small or large vanes at will). 
An additional object is the construction and 

arrangement of parts which permit the manufac 
ture of top and bottom elements in long, continu 
ous lengths which may be cut off to make up 
blinds of any width, requiring only the addition 
of special end units which may be easily clipped 
O. . . . . 
To the: accomplishment of the recited objects 

and others subordinate thereto, the preferred emi 
bodiment of the invention resides in the combi 
nation of parts and in their mode of operation as 
will be hereinafter more fully described and em 
braced within the scope of the appended claims. 
In said drawings: . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fig.1. illustrates diagrammatically an embodi 

ment of the invention disposed in a window open 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section along lines 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. . . . . . - . . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal section on 
lines 3-3 of Fig. 2. - - - 
...Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a top vane holder 
and accessories. - 

Fig. 5 is a top plan onlines 5-5 of Fig.1. 
Figs. 6 and 7 are detail sectional views of the 

pivot pin and chain.assembly taken on lines 6-6 
of Fig. 4, and lines 7-7 of Fig. 6, respectively, 

5 Claims. (CI. 160-172). 
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2 
Fig. 8 is a perspective of the rotor cord guide, 

and 
Fig. 9 is a similar view of a modified form of 

Vane Suspension for use With rigid vanes. . . . . 
In a general sense, the invention comprises 

multiple fabric vanes carried by holders which 
are clasped at the top and bottom thereof, to 
allow of their detachment, as for example, when 
they are required to be laundered. Each top 
holder is suitably Supported to Slide on a track, 
and each bottom holder is a Substantial replica. 
of the top holder, with the exception... that it is 
devoid of track connections, as no track is nec 
essary. This omission is compensated for by the 
employment of a magnet which is mounted on 
the bottom holder of the outer Vane and which is 
designed to contact a metallic post or the like 
and securely anchor the bank of vanes in ad 
justed position, although permitting a breaking 
of the contact when the occasion requires. 
The individual vane holders are preferably, 

though not necessarily, made of laminated plastic 
and fashioned into a clasp which may be fas 
tened to effectively sustain the vanes in set po 
sition. And swivelled to the holders at each ter 
minal are bead chains which not only serve to 
transmit horizontal oscillation to the vanes, but 
make it possible to regulate and vary the spac 
ing of the vanes and to manufacture the top 
and bottom elements in continuous lengths which 
may be severed at any point to tailor blinds of 
any width. r . . . . . . 

Referring more specifically to the drawings, 
each of the blinds 5-6 comprises a plurality of 
vertical vanes or shutters. T. In turn each Vane 
consists of an appropriate width of any Suitable 
flexible material, as corded acetate faille. 8, with 
holders or supports 9-0 at opposite top and 
bottom looped edges -2. As best seen in 
Fig. 4, the top holder 9 is formed from a strip 
3 of any desirable material, as laminated plas 

tic, Medially of the top of the holder it is pierced 
by an eyelet 4 provided with a vertical exten 
Sion or shank 5 to which the slide, hanger 6 is 
SWivelled at its distal end. The particular form 
of slide, hanger exhibited here comprises a flat 
metal top 7 . With lateral oppositely disposed 
curved inwardly bent grooves 8 for engagement 
With the confronting edges 9 of a standard 
drapery track 20 which may be fastened to a 
ceiling or window head or bracketed from the 
Wall. 

. At the opposite proximal ends of the holder are 
a pair of cotter pins 21-22 which are swivelled 
vertically between the walls of the holder with 
their eyelet terminals 23 projecting outwardly 
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and serving as fastenings for bead chains 24, while 
the terminals 25 of the split shanks 26 are spread 
with any convenient tool through openings 27 to 
maintain the cotter pins in place. 
The bead chains are especially well adapted to 

my invention as they can be cut at any point in 
their length to correspond precisely with given 
measurements. Then, too, their severed or free 
ends may be readily connected by coupling 28 
(Fig. 3). 10 
Towards the inner edge of each vane holder I. . 

have formed a longitudinal kerf 29 which is open 
at one end and closed at the other end. The 
kerf virtually separates the holder into upper. 
and lower parts 30-3?, part 30, at the open end 
of the kerf, carrying a pivoted latch 32. 
part or tongue 3 is adapted to be threaded 

IOWer. 

4. 
Its trim, vertical vanes shed dust and remain 
fresh looking; when they do require cleaning it 
is a simple matter to whisk them off their holders 
and launder them. 

I cairn: 
1. A blind, including in combination, a base, a 

plurality of vertically disposed vanes individually 
Suspended from upper, vertically disposed axes 
for horizontal oscillation to open and close the 
Vanes, and being reciprocally shiftable horizon 
tally to extend and collapse the blind, each vane 
having upper and lower transversely rigid end 
Supports, the lower end Support of an end of one 
of the vanes carrying a magnet, and a metallic 
member mounted on the base in the path of 
movement of the magnet and engageable there 

through the loop of the vane whereupon latch 
32 is swung around to loop and engage about the 
end of the tongue (FigS. 2 and 4). 
With the exception of extension ?5 and slide 

hanger 6, as mounted on the top holders, both 
top and bottom vane holders are for all practical 
purposes identical. . . . . ; : ". 

hstead of cluttering the floor or window sill 
with a track, I mount a magnet 33 on the bottom 
holder of the outer vane of each bank of vanes 
and cooperating with this magnet is a metal post 
34 fixed to the floor, window sill or similar base 
and directly in the path of movement of the mag 
net. So, as may be observed in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings, with the vanes extended the magnet 
33 induces magnetism with respect to the post 
34, and thus securely anchors the bank in the 
position shown. Disengagement of the magnet 
and the post, as when one wishes to collapse the 
vanes against the wall, is accomplished quite 
simply by pulling back the top of the vane so 
that there will be wiping motion between the 
magnet and the post. . . . . . 
Vane suspension of a sturdier type is disclosed 

in Fig. 9 wherein the track consists of a pair of 
longitudinal ribs 35 operating conjunctively with 
a hanger 36 having two anti friction roller bear 
ings 37 for movement on the track, and a depend 
ing shank 38 carrying an eyelet 39. The eyelet 
is insertible in slot 40 of vane 4 until it registers 
with opening 42-then the screw 43 is passed 
through the eyelet and made fast to the vane. 
Two cord pulls control each bank of blinds. 

Rotor cord 44 angles vanes, and traverse cord 45 
draws and opens them (Fig. 5). 

: In Fig. 8 I have illustrated a bracket 46 pro 
vided at each end with a lateral flange 47 which 
has a vertical opening. 48 for guiding the rotor : 
cord 44, and at its outer edge is equipped with a 
notch 49. By looping the rotor cord about the 
flange and inserting it in the notch, as shown, 
the blind is prevented from blowing closed. 
r. Developed, especially for the popular new pic 
ture windows and window walls, the vertical blind 
heretofore described offers a handsome, flexible 
way to control sun-glare and excessive light with 
out obstructing outlook, and an attractive night 
time covering which assures privacy-thus tak 
ing the place of both cumbersome, hard-to-clean 
Venetian blinds and expensive dust-collecting 
draperies. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Instead of horizontal wood or metal slats, my 
blind employs cloth vanes which hang vertically 
and rotate in both directions and can be pulled 
back, like drapery, to one or both sides of the 
opening. Aside from its appeal to the esthetic 
taste and ease of operation, the feature which is 
appreciated most is that it is so easy to care for, 
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by for releasably holding the blind extended. 
2. A blind, including in combination, a base, 

a plurality of vertically disposed vanes indi 
vidually suspended from upper, vertically dis 
posed axes for horizontal oscillation to open and 
close the vanes, and being reciprocally shiftable 
horizontally to extend and collapse, the blind, 
each Vane having upper and lower end Supports, 
a magnet carried by and depending from the bot 
tom of the lower support of an end of one of the 
vanes, and a stationary metallic post mounted 
on the base and projecting upwardly, therefrom 
and disposed in the path of movement of the 
magnet for engagement thereby to hold the blind 
extended. . . . . . . . . . . 

3. A blind including an overhead horizontal 
track a plurality of vertically disposed flexible 
varies having hems across upper and lower-ends, 
stiff strips extending along upper and lower ends 
of said vanes and each having a slit leading from 
one end and spaced from its other end and form 
ing the strip with a longitudinally extending 
tongue free at one end, the tongues of said strips 
passing through the hems of said vanes, clips 
pivoted to said strips adjacent free ends of the 
tongues thereof for swinging movement into and 
out of a position in which they engage about free 
ends of the tongues in straddling relation thereto 
and hold the vanes upon the tongues, hangers 
carried by the upper strips and engaged with the 
tracks and suspending the vanes from the tracks 
for movement along the tracks, and means for 
shifting the vanes and their hangers longitu 
dinally of the tracks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4. A blind including an overhead horizontal 
track, a plurality of vertically. disposed vanes, 
strips extending along and engaged with upper 
and lower ends of said vanes, hangers carried 
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by the upper strips midway ends thereof and 
resting upon said track and mounting the vanes 
for movement along the track to extended, and 
retracted positions and also mounting the vanes 
for turning movement about a vertical axis: to 
Opened and closed positions, eyelets mounted 
through end portions of said strips transversely 
thereof, beaded chains, couplings having eyes fit 
ting about the chains between beads thereof, and 
stems extending downwardly from the eyes 
through openings formed in the strips above the 
eyelets, Said couplings having lower portions 
entering the eyelets transversely thereof and 
formed with enlarged ends disposed within the 
eyelets, and means for shifting said chains lon 

70 gitudinally and turning the vanes to adjusted 
positions. - . . . . . . . . . . . ; 

5. A blind including an overhead track; a plu 
rality of vertical vanes, stiff strips mounted across 
upper ends of Said vanes, suspension members 
extending upwardly from said strips midway the 
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length thereof and at their upper ends carrying 
members slidable along said track and rotatable 
about the said suspension members and mount 
ing the vanes for movement along the track and 
also for turning movement about the Suspension 
members, eyelets passing through end portions 
of said strips, said strips being formed with open 
ings extending from upper edges of the strips 
and at their lower ends communicating With the 
eyelets, beaded chains extending longitudinally 
of said track and spaced from opposite sides 
thereof, couplings passing vertically through said 
openings and having eyes at upper ends fitting 
about the chains between beads thereof, lower 
ends of the couplings extending into the eyelets 
and formed with enlargements retaining the 
couplings in engagement with the strips, and 
means for shifting the chains longitudinally and 
causing movement of the strips and the vanes 
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about the suspension members to adjusted posi 
tions. 

HENRY N. WRIGHT. 
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