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To all, Luhon, it inctly conce77. 
Be it known that I, AUSTIN C. WALLACE, 

of Medford, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, a citizen of the United 
States, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Goods-Separating Devices, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, forming a part of this 
specification, in explaining its nature. 
My invention relates to a device or divider 

for separating or dividing goods upon a table 
Or COUInter. 

It is especially, desirable that a device of 
this kind should beneat, light, inflexible, and 
self-supporting and should also be so made 
and adapted that it may easily be inserted 
between goods Or when separating goods 
piled up on either side thereof may be with 
drawn without disturbing the goods. 

It is accordingly the object of my inven 
tion to combine in one device the elements of 
utility above pointed out, and the manner in 
which accomplish my object can best be 
seen and understood by reference to the 
drawings, in which— 

Figure 1 shows the device in perspective 
resting upon a table Or counter, a portion of 
which only is shown. Fig. 2 shows an en 
larged section of the device, taken on the line 
22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows a section taken 
on the line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 shows in per 
spective a detail of the apparatus to which 
reference will hereinafter be made. 

Referring to the drawings, the device con 
sists, primarily, in a dividing board or, rather, 
plate A, for I prefer to make the same out of 
thin sheet metal, which takes up a very small 
amount of space in Separating the goods. In 
Order to give the plate a requisite inflexibility, 
its edges are reinforced in the following man 
ner: Each edge is turned or bent over by a 
flange portion a, and over this is drawn Or 
placed a W-shaped reinforcement a', the 
edges of which are welded or otherwise fas 
tened to the opposite sides of the plaie A. 
This makes the dividing-plate very strong 
and rigid, and it gives it also a very neat and 
finished appearance. 

For the purpose of supporting the dividing 
plate in order that it may maintain an up 
right position on the table or counter B, upon 
which it is to be used, there are provided at 
One end of the plate supporting braces or 
wings C. These braces are pivoted or hinged 
to the dividing-plate and combine with the 

same in such manner that they may main 
tain a position at right angles to the plate 
resting upon the table or counter on either 
side thereof, or be swung in or alongside the 
plate adjacent thereto, or extend backward 
from the plate onlines parallel therewith. 

For cheapness of construction and because 
they very well perform the function for 
which they are designed I prefer to make the 
braces as follows: Each brace consists of a 
single piece of wire angularly bent, as shown, 
and hinged to the side of the dividing-plate, 
the wire being so bent that when the brace is 
turned out at right angles to the dividing 
plate it will bear upon the table or counter 
upon which the plate is resting and accord 
ingly act to hold the plate in a proper up 
right position. Each wire brace is hinged to 
the dividing-plate by turning inwardly the 
ends of the Wire in opposition to one another, 
thus passing these ends in the manner of pin 
tles through sockets formed in the lugs did, 
which lugs are attached to Or, better, formed 
integral with blocks or members D D, se 
cured, respectively, to the dividing-plate in 
vertical alinement with one another. I have 
arranged for One end of the wire brace to ex 
tend through one of the socket forming and 
retaining lugs, and preferably through the 
bottom. One thereof, by a portion c, which 
portion is bent in such a manner and is so 
extended that when the brace is turned out 
from the divider or dividing-plate into an 
operative position for Supporting the same 
said portion c of the wire will bear in part 
with tension against the side of the member 
D and be contained within a resess d formed 
therein. By this means the brace when in 
operative position is held positively in place. 
As the brace is turned or SWung in alongside 
the dividing-plate or to extend back in an 
alinement parallel thereWith, as before ex 
plained, then the bearing portion of the part 
c of the wire will run around on either one of 
the rounding surfaces d' d', formed on said 
member on either side of the recess d therein, 
depending as the brace is turned in one direc 
tion or the other. These rounding surfaces 
also will act to return or rather guide the 
bearing end of the wire c to return into its 
retaining-recess d when the brace is again 
turned out into operative position. 
The mode of using the device is as follows: 

When it is desired to pile up goods on a coun 
ter on either side of said dividing-plate, the 
plate is placed upon the counter and its 

7 c 

75 

95 

OO 

O 



O 

25 

35 

45 

55 

2. 848,582 

braces or wings B turned outwardly, making plate on opposite sides thereof and adapted 65 
the plate self-supporting. In case the plate 
is used to mark or define the end of a line of 
goods, then it may be placed against the end 
of the goods and One brace only turned out, 
when the plate may be held in place. In 
case the goods are already piled upon the 
counter and it is desired to divide the same, 
then by reason of the thinness of the piate 
and the fact that it has no interfering stand 
ard of support on the bottom thereof it may 
simply be slipped between the goods without 
disturbing the same. Likewise, if it is de 
sired to remove the plate from between the 
goods it may be withdrawn without dis 
turbing the goods. In this connection at 
tention may be called to the fact that in : 
practice the dividing-plate is so placed upon 
the counter that its supporting-braces will 
come upon the rear side of the counter in Or 
der that the front end of the plate may pre 
sent an attractive appearance. Under these 
circumstances if it is desired to insert the 
plate between the goods from the front side 
of the counter or to withdraw the plate from 
between the goods then this may readily be 
done by turning back the braces to extend 
on lines parallel with the plate, when the 
plate may either be inserted between or 
withdrawn from the goods without disturb 
ing the same, as aforesaid. Attention is also 
called to the fact that the braces are so 
hinged that they may be swung in alongside 
to bear against the sides of the dividing 
plate. Where a great many of these divid 
ing-plates are used in a single establishment, 
many of the plates may not be in use at the 
same time and the element of storage be 
comes essential. Accordingly providing the 
plate with braces which fold against its sides, 
as described, reduces the relative size of the 
whole device to the thickness of the dividing 
plate itself, with the advantage that a great 
number of plates may be piled Or stored in a 
comparatively small space. The device also 
has the additional advantage that it may be 
made at Very little cost, this being an essen 
tial element in the afore described mode of 
construction. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States 

1. A device of the character specified com 
Ei a dividing board or plate, braces 
inged thereto at one end of said board or 

plate on opposite sides thereof, said braces 
being adapted to turn out to extend laterally 
from said board or plate or turn back to ex 
tend on lines parallel therewith, and means 
for holding said braces in position of exten 
SO. 

2. A device of the character specified com 
prising a dividing board or plate, braces 
hinged thereto at One end of said board or 

to turn out from said plate for holding the 
plate in an upright position and which braces 
also are adapted to fold either backward in 
extension from said plate in planes parallel 
therewith Or forward parallelly adjacent to 
said plate, and means for holding said braces 
in either of their positions of outward or par 
allel extension. 

3. A device of the character specified com 
prising a dividing board Or plate, a wire brace 
hinged thereto, and a yielding member con 
sisting of a free end of wire forming an in 
tegral part of said brace and adapted to bear 
with tension against a fixture or support for 
holding said brace in place. 

4. A device of the character specified com 
prising a dividing-plate of thin, sheet metal, 
means for reinforcing the edges of Said plate, 
One or more folding braces hinged to said 
plate for holding the same in an upright po 
sition, which braces, when folded, are adapt 
ed to assume a position in a plane parallel 
with said plate and which brace or braces 
also are made each of a single piece of bent 
wire, and socket-forming means attached to 
said plate for receiving the end portions of 
said wire brace and through one of which 
sockets one end of said wire brace is extended 
to engage with a surface against which it 
bears with tension for holding said brace in a 
proper operative position, substantially as 
described. 

5. A device of the character specified com 
prising a dividing-plate, one or more folding 
braces hinged to said plate for maintaining 
the same in a proper upright position, which 
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brace or braces when folded are adapted to 
assume a position in a plane substantially 
parallel with said plate, and which brace or 
braces also are made each of a single piece of 
bent wire, socket-forming members attached 
to said plate for receiving the turned ends of 
said wire brace and through the socket of One 
of which members one end of said wire brace 
is adapted to extend and bear with tension 
against the other of said socket - forming 
members and, when the brace is in an opera 
tive position, be contained in a recess formed 
therein, substantially as described. 

6. A device of the character specified com 
prising a dividing board or plate, a brace 
hinged thereto having a yielding member 
operable by said brace and adapted to bear 
With tension against a fixture or support, and 
Said fixture, the same having sockets with 
rounding surfaces between the same within 
and against which said yielding member is 
adapted to have its bearing as the brace is 
turned. 

AUSTN. C. WALLACE. 
In presence of - 

THOMAS B. FITZPATRICK, 
JOHN E. R. HAYES. 
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