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[57) ABSTRACT

A medical auscultation device comprising an element
intended to be applied to a patient’s skin, which is char-
acterized by the fact that it comprises on or in the vicin-
ity of this element a heating resistance which is supplied
by a contactor from an electric current source such as a
battery.

13 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
MEDICAL AUSCULTATION DEVICE

This invention has as its object an improved ausculta-
tion device.

Medical auscultation devices such as stethoscopes or
sphygmomanometers which require the application to
the patient’s skin of an element intended to pick up a
noise or a pressure are already known.

These known devices present the drawback that the
first contact of the measuring element with the skin
causes a sensation of cold and causes reactions from the
patient, which are able to disturb the examination that it
is desired to make.

This is the case in particular when it is desired to
measure a parameter of the blood circulation, because a
sudden sensation of cold often causes a modification of
the cardiac rhythm.

Also, this sensation of cold often makes babies or
young children that are to be examined scream or cry.

This invention aims at producing medical ausculta-
tion devices which prevent this drawback while being
of a simple and not very costly embodiment.

This invention has as its object a medical auscultation
device comprising an element intended to be applied to
the patient’s skin, which is characterized by the fact that
it comprises on or in the vicinity of this element a heat-
ing resistance which is supplied by a contactor from an
electric current source such as a battery, a light and
portable device.

In a first embodiment, the invention is a stethoscope
in which the electrical resistance is applied to the mem-
brane, preferably to the face of the latter which is not in
contact with the patient’s skin.

The electrical resistance can consist of a filament
which is glued along a winding passage to the face of
the membrane.

It can also be directly made on the membrane thanks
to the known technique of printed circuits.

In a particular embodiment, the resistance of the
membrane is supplied with electric current by a battery
placed in a case attached to the tube which connects the
body of the stethoscope to the ear tips, preferably in the
vicinity of the body of the stethoscope.

In another embodiment of the invention, the resis-
tance is supplied by a small-sized battery, which is lo-
cated in a case on the top of the body of the stethoscope
and which can be recharged thanks to electric contacts
located on the periphery of the case of the battery.

According to yet another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the electrical energy is provided to the resistance
by a small-sized battery, placed in a case located on the
top of the body of the stethoscope, which is supplied by
multiple photovoltaic cells which are placed on the
upper face of the cup of the stethoscope and which
assure the automatic recharging of the battery.

According to these various embodiments, a slight
heating of the membrane of the stethoscope is caused by
supplying it with eiectric current by a switch consisting,
for example, of a push button that it suffices to press for
a very short time, just before the moment when the cup
of the stethoscope is applied to the patient’s skin.

In 2 second embodiment, the invention is applied to a
sphygmomanometer and is characterized by the fact
that the inflatable rubber pocket, which is applied to the
patient’s skin and inside of which pressurized air is sent
to measure the arterial pressure, comprises a resistance
in the vicinity of its face which is applied against the
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patient’s skin, this resistance being supplied with elec-
tric current by a switch to heat the rubber before its
application to the patient’s skin.

To make the invention better understood, several
embodiments taken as examples and shown in the ac-
companying drawing will now be described by way of
illustration and without any limiting nature.

In this drawing:

FIG. 1 is a view in partial section of a stethoscope
according to a first embodiment of the invention,

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the membrane
of the stethoscope of FIG. 1 as well as its attachment
ring,

FIG. 3 is a view in partial section of a stethoscope
according to a second embodiment of the invention,

FIG. 4 is a top view of a stethoscope according to a
third embodiment of the invention, and '

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic perspective view showing a
sphygmomanometer according to the invention.

A first embodiment of the invention has been dia-
grammatically shown in FIG. 1, in partial section.

In this figure is seen cup 1 of the stethoscope which is
provided with a membrane 2 attached, for example, by
a screw mounting ring 3 or by a clip. A tube 4 corre-
sponds, on the one hand, to its lower end with the inside
of the cup, and, on the other hand, to its other end with
ear tips, not shown.

According to the invention, a resistance 5 is glued to
the inside face of membrane 2.

This resistance is supplied with electric current by
one or more batteries 6 placed in a case 7 attached to
rubber tube 8 which extends tube 4 in the direction of
the ear tips.

Battery or batteries 6 are connected electrically to
resistance § by a push-button switch 9 which is placed
on the upper part of the body of the cup.

For reasons of simplicity of the drawing, the electric
connections connecting resistance 5 to battery 6 by
push-button switch 9 have not been shown in the draw-
ing, but it is sufficient to known that these elements are
connected in series to be able usefully to make these
connections.

In FIG. 2 are found membrane 2, mounting ring 3 as
well as resistance 5, which, in the embodiment de-
scribed, consists of a wire glued to the upper face of
membrane 2.

This resistance wire § can be placed along a different
passage, for example with its ends diametrically oppo-
site.

In a variant, resistance 5 can be made on membrane 2
by the conventional technique of printed circuits.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3, cup 1 is found provided
with its membrane 2 which supports resistance 5 and
which is attached to the cup by screw ring 3, the sound
waves being transmitted by tubing 4 to the ear tips, not
shown.

In this embodiment, the supply in electricity is per-
formed from a small-sized battery 6 which is connected
to resistance 5 by push button 9 attached to case 7 of
battery 6.

In this embodiment, two contacts 10 and 11, placed
on the outer surface of case 7 of battery 6, make it possi-
ble to recharge the latter when this is necessary, with an
auxiliary current source, as is standard for this type of
small batteries.

In the embodiment of FIG. 4, the same structure is
found as in that of FIG. 3, except battery 6 is constantly
recharged thanks to photovoltaic elements 12, which



5,078,151

3
are placed on the upper face of cup 1 and which, when
they are subjected to the effects of the light, send cur-
rent into battery 6.

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic perspective view of a
sphygmomanometer according to the invention.

This sphygmomanometer comprises a cuff 13 as is
standard, as well as a rubber pocket 14 inside of which
a variable air pressure can be made to prevail thanks to
tubing 16 which is connected to a pump.

According to the invention, the face of pocket 14,
which is in contact with the patient’s skin, is provided
with a resistance 15 which in this case consists of a wire
arranged in a coil, and which, by two conductors 17 and
18, is supplied with electric current to be able to heat
the wall of pocket 14.

The resistance can be incorporated in the membrane’
and the heating can be self-regulated.

As in the preceding cases, a switch, not shown, makes
it possible to assure the heating of the outer wall of
pocket 14 slightly before the application of the cuff to
the patient.

According to the invention, it is possible to produce
a medical auscultation device which is of a simple and
economical embodiment and which makes it possible to
prevent causing, on the part of the patient, reactions
which disturb the examination when an element that is
not at body temperature is applied to the patient’s skin.

It is well understood that the embodiments which
have been described above exhibit no limiting nature
and that they can receive any modifications desired
without going outside the scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A medical auscultation device comprising:

a) an element for application to a patient’s skin;

b) an electric current source;

c) a contactor

d) a heating resistance supplied by said contactor

from said electric current source connected to said
element.

2. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
1, wherein said electric current source is a battery.

3. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
2, wherein said device is a stethoscope having a mem-
brane for contact with a patient’s skin with a patient
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contact side and a patient non-contact side and wherein
said heating resistance is applied to said patient non-
contact side of said membrane.

4. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
3, wherein said heating resistance consists of a filament
which is adhered along a winding passage to the face of
said patient non-contact side of said membrane.

5. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
3, wherein said heating resistance is printed on to said
membrane.

6. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
3, further comprising a tube having first and second
ends, wherein said first end is connected to said element
of said stethoscope; ear tips connected to said second
end of said tube; and a case attached to said tube for
holding said battery in the vicinity of said element.

7. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
3, further comprising a tube having first and second
ends, wherein said first end is connected to said element
of said stethoscope; ear tips connected to said second
end of said tube; and- a case-placed-directly-upon-said
element for holding said battery in the vicinity of said
element.

8. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
7, wherein said case further comprises contacts located
on the periphery of said case for recharging said battery
contained therein.

9. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
7, wherein said element further comprises at least one
photovoltaic cell thereon for recharging said battery.

10. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
1, further comprising a switch means for operating said
heating resistance, which consists of a push button.

11. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
1, wherein said heating resistance is incorporated into
said membrane.

12. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
1, wherein said heating resistance is self-regulated.

13. A medical auscultation device as claimed in claim
1, wherein said device is a sphygmomanometer having
an inflatable rubber face which is applied to a patient’s
skin and a heating resistance applied to said face, sup-

plied with electrical current by a switch means.
® x % % =%
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