Jan. 26, 1954 J. N. WHALEN 2,667,208

COMBINED CHAIR AND TABLE

2 Sheets-Sheet 1

Filed Dec. 15, 1951

g

INVENTOR

by N YW Falern

uzsziééiunuqaud’ég%égl

ATTOR



Jan. 26, 1954 J. N. WHALEN 2,667,208
COMBINED CHAIR AND TABLE
Filed Dec. 15, 1951

2 Sheets-Sheet 2

o m= L e B Eﬂ';{;: INVENTQF
27 ) Tohr ¥ W oglen
(Em —— Dt
34 P

ATTORNEYS



Patented Jan. 26, 1954

2,667,208

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

- 2,667,208
COMBINED CHAIR AND TABLE

John N, Whalen, Whltinsville, Mass., assignor to
. Frank A, Bronzo, Arlington, Mass.

Application December 15, 1951, Serial No, 261,768
(CL 155-—~39) ' -

5 Claims.

1

This invention relates to convext\ble h1gh
chairs, and more particularly to an article of
furniture consisting of 5 table member and a
chair member which may be used as a low table
and chair, or which may ba co*n‘)med to form
& high chair.

Several prior propesals for suppmtmg a chair
on a table for use as 2 high chair have been
made. In some instances the horizontal sup-
porting rmembers or runners of the chair, when
assembled, rest on the top of the table,
results in scratching or otherwise injuring the
surface of the table detracting from its appear-
ance when used as a table.

Another proposal is the provision of channel
bars on the under surface of the table top in
which the horizontal runners of the chair are
received. This construction is open to several
cbjections. Either the channel bars must be ac-
curately spaced in parallelism to avoid binding
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when the chair runners are inserted, or a toler- .

ance must be provided to allow assembly even
though the channel members are slightly out of
parallel. This results in the production of many
chair and table combinations in which the chair
is loose when mounted on the table and is the1 e-
fore unsatisfactory.

In the present invention, I provide a table hav-
ing a pair of U-shaped leg members at the sides,
and having cross bars at the front and back.
The front cross bar is provided with spaced pins
adapted to be received in openings in the hori-
zontal runners of the chair. The top of the
table is hinged to permit it to be raised when
the chair is inserted. The rear horizontal run-
ner of the chair rests upon the rear cross bar of
the table. When the table top is lowered, it is
retained in position by a spring eatch.

In the accompanying drawings, T have shown
one embodiment of the invention. In this show-
ing:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the table mem-
ber and chair member assembled as 3 high
chair;

Fig. 2 is a similar view of the chair;

Fig. 3 is a similar view.of the table with the
top in raised position;

Fig. 4 is a Vertlcal sectlonal view of the as-
sembled units; "~ -

Fig. b is a horizontal, sectmnal view on line
5-—5 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a detailed view lllustratlng the fold-
ing of the tableleg;

Fig. 7 is a detailed sectional view on line T—7
of Fig. 5;

Fig. 8is a detalled sectlonal v1ew on hne 8—8
ofFig.1;and -
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Fig. 8 is a snnilar view on line §-—9 of Fig, 5.

Referrmg to the drawings, the assembly con-
sists of a chair member 2 and a table member 4.
The two units may be assembled with the chair
on. the table, as illustrated in Fig. 1, to form a
high chair, or the chair may rest on the floor or
ground, as in PRig, 2, o form a low table and
chair combination.
. The chair includes a seat 6§ and a back 8, the
back being adjustable as shown in Fig. 4. A pair
of frame members {9, whlch may be of tubular
stock, are arranged at each side of the chair.
These frame members include substantially ver-
tical portions 12 extending above and below the
seat. The front of the seat is connected to these
vertical portions by elips 14 (see Fig. 4). The
upper ends of the frame members extand resr-
wardly -above the seat to form arms 6. Ver-
tically extendmg .supports {8 are connected to
the rear of the arms, and suppor: the rear of
the seat. Below the seat the members (2 merge
into horizontal side runners 28, connected by a
rear runner 22. A foot rest 24 may be secured
to vertical members 12, below the seat.. Wfove-
ment of the back of the seat may be limited by
member. 25, pivotally mounted on the vertical
supports 18.. The chair may be provideéd with
safety straps .(not shown) and guard rails 28
may be arranged between the seat and the arms
16.

‘?.eferrxng pmtlculallv to Fig. 3, the table in-
cludes a pair of U-shaped leg members 23, one
arranged at each side. Rach of these members
consists of a pair of legs 32 and a connecting
portion 34. A plate 36 is'secured to each of the
leg members. ~The plates 36 form connecting
means- between the leg members and cross bars
38 .and 40, and also serve-to reinforce. and
stlengthen the table. " The construction further
permits folding the legs to make the table more
compact for transportatzon As shown, the ends
of plates 36 extend downwardly as at 42 con-
formmg to the contour of the leg members. The
leg members are plvoted to the plates by pins
44. The connecting portxons 34 of the leg mem-
bers are provided with openings (see Fig. 7) and
the plates 36 are prov1ded with aligned opemngs
When the table legs are in‘normal position; a bolt
46 is passed through thése’openings, and & nut is
arranged on the bolt as shown. By removing the
bolt, the legs may be folded parallel to the cross
bars, the leg member being shown partially f_old-
ed in full lines in Fig. 6 of the drawings.

Cross bars 38 and 40 are-arranged at the front
and back of the table, They -are secured to the
plates 36, support the table -top, and also sup-
port the chair, when the two -members are as-
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sembled as a unit. The table top, as shown, con-
sists of a member 50 of suitable size, which may
be formed of wood, a plastic material or a wooden
body portion with a plastic surface 52 (see Fig.
3). A pair of members 54 hingedly support the
table top on the rear cross member (see Fig. 3).
The members 54 include sleeves 58 surrounding the
cross bar and portions 98 secured to the lower sur-
face of the table top. As shown in Fig. 5, they

cross bar to permit the runners 20—22 of the

chair to be received between the cross bars and

ihe table top. When the table top.is In I
‘position, it is supported at the front by. cross
‘bar 38. As shown in , ,
 pressed locking pin 60 is carried by cross bar 38.
A co-operating member 62 is carried on the under
surface of the table top,.and is
opening 64 for the .reception of pin 6G. The
member 62 is also dimensioned to space the table
top a sufficient. distance above cross bar 38 for
reception of the runners 20 of the chair.
.~ When the chair is placed on the table, the rear
runner 22 rests on rear Cross member 43 (see
Fig. 5), and the side runners 28 are supported
by the front cross member 38 adjacent their for-
ward ends. 'To prevent accidental displacement
or movement of the chair, I provide .a pair of
pins 56 mounted on the front cross member 38
and spaced from each other a distance equal to
the distance between side runners 28 at the point
where they are over the cross member. These
pins are received in openings 68 in .runners 29
(see Fig. 9) where the chair is mounted on the
table. The chair is thus positively held against
movement or. displacement. . ) .

In operation, when the chair is to be assembled
with the tabie, locking pin &8 is disengaged from
opening 64 and the table top partially raised,

as in Fig. 3. This permits the chair runners to
pe inserted between the table top and the cross
bars 38—40. With the front of the top raised
as in Fig. 3, it also permits pins 66 to be received in
cpenings §8 in the runners 28. When the chair
runners are in properly assembled position, the
table top is lowered to normal position. Locking
pin 60 enters opening €8, thus locking the table
top in position. The parts thus assembled, as
shown in Fig. 1, serve as a high chair. When the
i chair and table are to be disassembled, locking
pin §§ is released, the top raised, and the chair
lifted to remove pins 66 from the openings §3.
The chair may then be used as a low chair with
the runners 26—22 resting on the floor or ground.

I claim: AR _

1. An article of furniture comprising a table,
the table having leg members of substantially in-
verted U shape at each side, cross bars extend-
ing between and secured to the leg members at
the front and rear of the table, a table fop piv-
otally mounted on the rear Cross bar, a spring

top.is in normal

detail in Fig. 8, a spring-

provided with an v

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

catch comprising two cooperating parts secured

respectively to-the table top and the front cross
par to secure the table top to the front cross
bar, the table top, when in normal position, be-
ing spaced from the cross bars, and a chair mem-
ber comprising a seat, a pair of vertically extend-
ing side frame members extending below the seat,
horizontal runners formed on the lower ends of
the side frame members, said runners being
adapted to rest upon the cross bars -of the table
when the chair is assembled on the table, and
locking means earried by one of the cross bars
and engaging the runners to prevent displace-
ment of the chair. - . .- . =
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support the top a sufficient distance above the 10

4 .

2. An article constructed in accordance with

claim 1 in which the leg members of substantially

inverted U shape are pivotally mounted, and

means are provided for securing the legs in opera-
tive position.

3. An article of furniture comprising a table,

the table having a pair -of leg members at each

side, cross bars extending between and secured
to the leg members at the front and rear of the
table, a table top pivotally mounted on the rear
cross bar, means for securing the table top to

“the front cross bar to retain it in normal position,

the table top being spaced from the cross bars,
and a chair member comprising a seat, a pair of
vertically extending side frame members extend-
ing below the seat, horizontal runners formed on
the lower ends of the side frame members, said
runners being adapted to rest upon the cross bars
of the table when the chair is assembled on the-
table, and locking means carried by one of the
cross bars and engaging the runners to prevent
displacement of the chair. )

4, An article of furniture comprising a table,
the table having leg members of substantially in-
verted U shape at each side, cross bars extending
between and secured to the leg members at the
front and rear of the table, a table top pivotally
mounted on the rear cross bar, a spring catch
comprising two cooperating parts secured respec-
tively to the table top and the front cross bar to
secure the table top to the front cross bar, the
table top, when in normal position, being spaced
from the cross bars, and a chair member com-
prising a seat, a pair of vertically extending side
frame members extending below the seat, hori-
zontal runners formed on the lower ends of the
side frame members, said runners being adapted
to rest upon the cross bars of the table when the
chair is assembled on the table, and pins carried
by the front cross bar, the pins being received in
openings in the runners to retain the chair in
position. N

5. An article of furniture comprising a table,
the table having a pair of leg members at each
side, cross bars extending between and secured
to the leg members at the front and rear of the
table, a table top pivotally mounted on the rear
cross bar, means for securing the table top to the
front cross bar to retain it in normal position,
the table top being spaced from the cross bars,
and a chair member comprising a seat, a pair
of vertically extending side frame members ex-
tending below the seat, horizontal runners formed
on the lower ends of the side frame members, said
runners being adapted to rest upon the cross bars
of the table when the chair is assembled on the
table, and pins carried by the front cross bar, the
pins being received in openings in the runners
to retain the chair in position. :

JOHN N. WHALEN.
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