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(57) Abstract: This mask blank is a mask blank in which a thin film for transfer pattern formation is provided on a principal surface
of a translucent substrate, and is characterized in that the thin film comprises a material containing a transition metal and silicon, and
also containing oxygen and/or nitrogen, the thin film has on a surface thereof an oxidized layer in which the oxygen content is great-
er than that of a region of the thin film excluding the surface thereof, the thin film is formed so that the thickness of the center part
thereof is greater than the thickness of the peripheral part thereof on the principal surface side, and the oxidized layer is formed so
that the thickness of the center part thereof is greater than the thickness of the peripheral part thereof on the principal surface side.
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