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To all tufton, it inval/ concern: . 
Beitknown that I,MYNNATHRUSTON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Dayton, in 
the county of Montgomery and State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Educational Appliances; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
Myinvention relates to the art of teaching 

Sewing and needle-work generally by the use 
of Worked-out diagrams orillustrations which 
indicate the steps to be taken in regular order 
to produce a certain given result in sewing. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

constructions and arrangements of parts, as 
will be hereinafter described and specifically 
claimed. 
The object of my invention is to success 

fully and readily instruct girls and young 
ladies in School, as well as others, in the 
art of needle-work generally, beginning with 
the very simplest instructions and gradually 
working up to the highest class of such work, 
and in carrying out this object I employ a 
number of lesson-sheets-say fourteen-each 
sheet being given to a different subject and 
arranged according to the simplicity or com 
plexity of the Work and in the natural order 
of progression. For instance, the first lesson 
would teach stitching; lesson number two, 
backstitching; lesson number three, over 
casting; lesson number four, hemming; les 
son number eight, button-hole-making; lesson 
numberten, stocking-darning, and soon down 
to and including napkin-embroidering, &c. 
In the accompanying drawings I illustrate 

two of the lesson-sheets, in which 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a lesson-sheet, 

illustrating the progressive steps in making 
buttonholes; and Fig. 2 illustrates a lesson 
sheet, showing the progressive steps in stock 
ing-darning. 

1 in the drawings represents a card of suit 
able dimensions upon which instructions may 
be printed and also the number of the lesson 
and the title of the card. 
In Fig. 1 of the drawings an illustration of 

the progressive steps for producing a button 
hole is given, and to accomplish this a piece 
of material, as 2, is pinned or sewed to the 

cardboard 1,said piece of material having been 
previously prepared in the manner shown in 
the drawings and as will now be described. 
First an incision or cut of the proper length. 
for a buttonhole is made, as at 3, and the two 
edges are then overcast, as shown at 4, to 
keep them in place. Then two long threads 
are arranged along each side of the button 
hole from corner to corner, as illustrated at 
5. These threads secure to the buttonhole a 
strong edge when finished. The next step is 
to put the needle into the material just below 
these threads and let it stay there until you 
have taken hold of the two threads near the eye 
of the needle and thrown them over the needle 
toward the left, whereupon you draw out the 
needle and give the thread a firm pull. This 
is continued until the stitches are placed close 
together on each side of the buttonhole and 
also at the corners of the same, as illustrated 
in said Fig. 1. By following these instruc 
tions, which would accompany the lesson 
sheet in printed form or which could be easily 
given by a person familiar with the art of 
sewing, with the lesson-sheet before her, the 
work could be readily and with a little prac 
tice accurately performed. The placing be 
fore the pupil of the worked-out progressive 
steps of producing needle-work by actual ex 
amples in the manner that I have described 
renders very simple what has been heretofore 
quite difficult to teach. 
In Fig. 2 of the drawings I have illustrated 

the progressive steps employed in stocking 
darning. To enable a scholar to perfect this 
branch of needle-work, I attach a piece of ma 
terial, as 7, to a piece of cardboard by means 
of pins or in any other suitable manner, in 
which piece of material the worked-out pro 
gressive steps followed in darning are dem 
onstrated as follows: A hole, as 8, is cut in 
the piece of material, which represents a hole 
in a stocking, and the scholar or learner is 
instructed to hold the piece of material where 
the hole is firmly over a darner and to take 
two small stitches in the material at the edges 
of the hole and then lay or make a long stitch 
over the hole, holding it in place by two small 
stitches in the material on the opposite side 
of the hole, as shown at 19. These long 
stitches are continued until the hole is cov 
ered. The scholar next begins on the oppo 
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site side of the hole, at right angles to the 
first-formed long stitches, and takes up every 
other stitch with her needle, two short stitches 
being made in the material alongside the 
hole before each long stitch is made, and then 
two short stitches are made in the material 
On the opposite side of the hole at the com 
pletion of each long stitch, so as to hold the 
threads in place. This is continued until the 
entire hole is covered by the interlapping 
threads, as shown at 10 in Fig. 2. At 11. I 
have indicated by the representation of a 
piece of thread where another hole is to be 
cut out by the scholar or beginner and the 
hole darned in the manner above described. 
By following out these instructions a begin 
ner Will quickly and thoroughly acquire the 
knowledge necessary for performing this class 
of Work and by a little practice can become 
very proficient in the same. I have only 
given two illustrations of lesson-cards used 
in connection with my method of teaching; 
but, as heretofore stated, it is obvious that 
the same method may be employed for teach 
ing the different classes and grades of needle 
work. 

In practice the lesson-sheets, preferably 
fourteen in number, are packed in a box with 
the material for carrying out the different 
lessons. The sheets are all arranged and 
numbered with respect to each other so that 
the simplest lessons will be given first and 
the more difficult lessons, embodying instruc 
tions brought out in previously-studied les 
sons, will follow in regular order. The les 
Sons are so clearly arranged that no time need 
be lost in the class-room, and a teacher with 
only a moderate knowledge of needle-work 
can take charge of a class of beginners. The 

system where introduced has met with high 
commendation and has been found to be of 
great utility. 
Myinvention differs materially from merely 

printed diagrams and illustrations found in 
books of instruction on needle-work in that, 
each step is not simply printed as in such 
books; but each progressive step is actually 
worked out as it would appear in practice, 
which is distinctively novel and of great util 
ity, as it shows at once to a learner how the 
different steps in the work should appear and 
be actually and practically performed and re 
moves the idea of mere theory from the in 
structions. It is obvious that much better 
results can be obtained with my system, and 
by actual test has been obtained, than merely 
employing printed diagrams and illustrations 
to teach the art of needle-work, especially as 
the lessons become more difficult and the 
more intricate kinds of work taken up. 

I do not claim as new methods of sewing as 
illustrated; but 
What I do claim as new, and desire to se 

cure by Letters Patent, is 
An educational device, comprising a card 

provided with suitable instructions for nee 
dle-work, said card having mounted thereon a 
piece of material with a series of steps worked 
out in said material illustrating the various 
steps in the needle-work comprised in the 
instructions on the card, substantially as de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in presence of two witnesses. 
MIYNNA THRUSTON. 

Witnesses: 
ALBERT KERN, 
W. H. MILLER. 
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