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To all whom it may concern:
_Beit known that I, Crrsrer A. GARBER, a
cttizen of the United States, residing at

- Brookville, in the county of Montgomery and
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State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Railway - Mail - Bag
Devices; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. ‘

This invention appertains to devices for
railway-mail service; and it consists of im-
provements in means for delivering the mail-
sacks to the railway-cars automatically, as

hereinafter described and claimed.

Preceding a detail description of the inven-
tion reference is made to the accompanying
drawings, of which— '

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portion of a
car having the device applied thereto. Fig.
2 shows enlarged detail views of the mail-bag
carriage. Tig. 3isa
or supporting device from which the mail-bag
Is taken. Flg. 4 is a detail of the stop mech-
anism or device which stops the carriage and
maintains it in a proper position after reach-
ing the interior of the car.

In a detail description of the invention
similar reference characters indicate corre-
sponding parts.

1 designates a portion of the side of 4 car—
for example, a central portion—having a suit-
able window or opening 2, through which the
mail-bags are delivered to the car. Extend-
ing from this window on either side are in-
clined tracks 3, which suitably curve and pro-
ject inwardly through a window a suitable
distance, as at 3", Fig. 4, and the lower ends
of which terminate horizontally, as at 4’ ,and
have a stop projection 4’, which prevents the
carriage from leaving the lower end of the
track, said lower end being supported by an
armorbracket4. Thesetracks are supported
throughout their lengths by a suitable num-
ber of brackets 3/, which are made fast to the
side of the car. Traveling on each track is a
mail-bag carrier 5, having rollers 13, which
engage the upper and lower sides of the
tracks. Projecting from each of these car-
riers is an arm 6, terminating in a hook 7,

detail view of the crane-

which hook prevents the mail-bag from slid-
ing off during the upward inclined move-
ments of the carrier. "The hooks?7 engage the
mail-sacks in the following manner, accord-
ing to the movement of the car—that is to
say, according to the direction in which the
carismoved. In Fig.3 the crane upon which
the mail-sack is placed in a position to be en-
gaged by the arm 6 isillustrated. This crane
consists of a standard 9, which is placed in
suitable proximity to the track or car and
supports an arm 10, which is hinged thereto
and upon one end of which there is a weight
which maintains the crane elevated out of an
operative position, asin Fig. 1, when not sup-
porting a mail- bag. The other end has a
yoke 11, from which projects horizontally two
pins 12, that are reversible. For example,
as these pins are shown in Fig. 1 they lie on
one side of the yoke or point in the direction
in which the car is supposed to be moving;
they are reversible to the opposite direction,
as shown in dotted lines, when the car is
moved in an opposite direction in order that
mail-bags may be supported for either car-

rier. These pins support the mail - bag 8.
Fig. 1 shows the yoke and the pins elevated

to a vertical position on the hinge 107, while
Fig. 3 shows said yoke and pins Jowered to
a position to support the mail-bag 8 in a po-
sition to be engaged by the arm 6. This arm
engages the chain 8 of the mail-bag by pass-
ing under the chain and between the sides of
the yoke, as shown in Fig. 3. The momen-
tum imparted to the carriage 5 by this con-
tact with the chain of the mail-bag is suffi-
clent to cause said carrier, with the mail-sack
supported in the arm 6, to ride up the track 3
and into the opening or window 2 of the car.
When the carriage and its contents arrive on
the exterior of the car, it is stopped or ar-
rested by a detent 14 and is held in an opera-
tive position by a spring 16 connected to said
detent. The carrier trips the projecting end
of this detent 14 and passes said end, after
which it is prevented from moving back-
wardly out of the window. The crane shown,
in Fig. 3 occupies a position and is of a size
which obviates the danger usually attending
the common form of mail-cranes,

Having described my invention, I claim—

Inaralway-mail-car device, inclined tracks
attached to a side of the car and projecting
into the car, the lower ends of said tracks ter-

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

83

Qo

95

100

105



e 811,710

minating horizontally, means for supporting | which the mail-bags are suspended, substan=
said tracks away from the side of the car, a | tially as shown and described. 10
carrier movable on each of said tracks, said In testimony whereof I affix my signature
carrier having an arm with a hook thereon, | in presence of two witnesses. .

in combination with a crane upon which the CHESTER A. GARBER.
mail-bags are supported in a position to be Witnesses:
engaged by said arm and removed from the ~ R.J.McCarry,

* crane, said crane having reversible pins upon ReuBeEN (GARBER.



