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'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. -

'SETRAK ASATURIAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SPINNING TOP.
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Application filed April 3,

To all whom it may concern: -~ - "
Be it known that I, Serrax ASATURIAN,

" a citizen of the United Stites, residing at
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New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements “in Spinning ‘Tops, of ‘which
the following is a full, clear, and exact speci-
fication. R S

This invention relates to toy spinning tops,

-and has_for its object to provide such tops
with means for’ automatically raising or pro-

jecting a flag  over the same when spinning.
"The invention will be first hereinafter de-
scribed in connéction ‘with the accompanying

drawifigs, which constitute part of this speci-:

fication, and then ‘more ‘specifically defined
in thé claims at the end of ‘the description.
- In: the accompanying drawings, wherein
similar réference chardcters are used to des-
ighaté corresponding parts throughout the
several views:— 7 oot oo T
Figure 1 is a sectional view of a top made
sibstantially in accordance with this inven-
tion, showing the parts in the positions they
occupy before spinning: =~ o vt
- Figure 2 i a similar view. showing the po-
sitions of the parts when spinning, and -~ -
~Figures' 8 and 4 are corresponding: views
of a modified form of the top. - =~ 7
Referring first to Figures1and2, the spheri-
cal hollow casing or body of the top is pref-
erably made in two sections 1 and 2 fastened
together "in' any ‘suitable manner along the
median line 8. In the bottom of the lower
section 1 there: is ' preferably secured -a
weighted member 4 for retaining' the top in
an upright position when ‘at rest as well -as

when spinning. * Said - wéighted member 4
has"a central opening 5 through which the

spinning foot or.lug 6 extends, the latter

also extending through aconcentric hole 7

in ‘the center ‘of the base section 1. Said
spinning foot 6 is attached: at its upper end
by a'pin8 to the lower extremity of a lazy-
tongs 9, the pin:8 also being guided in =
vertical slot' 10 in-a plate or strip -11 ar-
ranged in the center of-the top casing and
suitably supported by connection: to a hori-
zontal partition 12 which "is fastened- be-
tween the meeting edges of the upper and
lower sections 1"and 2 as by the screws 13,
Figure 1. The plate1lextends through a slot

14 in-the partition 12, through: which slot

the lazy-tongs 9 also extend- into the upper
portion of the casing. The upper portion of

: Spéciﬂéafioﬁ of Letters Patent.

‘said pin working in“said slot 15.

" Patented Jan. 3, 1922.
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' th_é‘ platérlli's also CentraHy slottéd at 15 tov

serve as a guide for a tubular standard 16
which is pivotally connected to the upper
extremity of said lazy-tongs by a pin 17,
ST T 6o
-The standard 16 is mounted to slide verti-
cally in a tubular stem 18 fitted in an open-
ing in the center of the top section 2 of the
casing and extending above the same for
some distance. On thisstem 18 a cord hiolder 65 -
19-is loosely mounted and held in place by -
a collar 20 secured to the stem by a set screw
21.°7The cord holder has a hole in one side
thereof, as at 22, through which the end of
the cord 23 extends to be grasped by the op-
erator, the inner end portion of said cord
being’ wound upon the stem 18 in:the usual
manner, as shown.” The cord holder 19 may:
also "have "a "detachable projecting arm 24 -
to be grasped by the other hand of the op- 75
erator while' the end of the “cord is being
pulled for spinning the top. = - -
A; pair of governor arms 25 are connected-
at ‘their inner ends pivotally to the lazy-
tongs 9 just above the partition 12, said arms
having "cam-shaped. lateral: projections :26
adapted to rock on said partition.  The outer
ends of said arms are weighted, as at 27, and
said “weights ‘are connected together by a.
coiled spring 28 tending to draw ‘them’ to-
gether; as shown in Figure 1, when the top
is'at rest. “"When the top is spinning, how-
ever, centrifugal force causes said weights

70

80

85

27 to move-away from each other against

the tension ‘of the spring 28, during:which 90
movement the arms 25 swing downward.
from their normal inclined positions so as
to" approach the horizontal,” as indicated in
Figure 2, the cam-shaped projections mean-
time rocking on the partition 12 and extend-

95
ing thelazy-tongs asshown. - Said lazy-tongs

‘are connected to the plate 11 by a fixed pivot

pin 29, and when they are extended they op-
erate below said fixed pivot to project the
spinning foot orlug 6 so as-to reduce fric- 100
tion upon the spinning surface. At the same
time, the extension of the lazy-tongs oper-
ates above the fixed pivot 29 to project the
tubular-standard 16 from the stem 18. - -
~"In the standard 16 there is telescopically 105
arranged-a flag staff 30 secured to a block 31
mounted to slide in said standard and seated
on a' coiled spring 32 which tends to hold
said ‘block-in a raised position or near the
upper end of the standard. - The block is re- 110
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1,40

tained in thestandardby a stop- lng

38 working in a slot 34 in one side of

TP
saild

“standard. A flag 85 is carried by the staff on \ of 1k
80 and is adapted to be unfurled’ when the ' unfurled’ when the top -begins to- spin- by

ot

10

1B

staff :is projected from the - standard, as.
shown in Figure 2. When the top isat rest,as
~.in- Figure 1, the flag staff, with the flag

furled” thereon, may ‘be telescoped into the
~standard 16 and retained- in. that  position:.

by a V-shaped head 86 on a leaf spring 37
which is soldered at; 38 to the inside of. the
upper; section-2°0f the casing -and. extends
into-the stem 18.and through.a slot-39 inthe;

engage the block 31 for holding: it down.

. Just;as soon: as-the. top starts: to: spin and

- the lazy-tongs begin to.be extended by the -

- governor weights-ag explained, the standard:

20
" - whereupon: the spring 32 immediately pre-:

israised and with it the block 81-is, moved-

-upwardi past the Msshaped:spring:head: 36;-

jects the flag staff fully above the standard.-

asshownin Figure2,after ‘which an increase:
in the speed of rotation of the top will fur-

“ther project the standard and spinning foot:

until the limit of their projection is reached.
It will be nriderstood, however; that: the. flag:
will -be - fully. projected or-raised above:the:

- upper end :of the standard: as soon-as’said

30

-~ place upon

* Inthis case; the spherical casing is-also made

standard is slightly projected above the stem:
18, so that the flag: ralsing-is sure to: take
speeds T T R

In Figures 3:4nd 4 a simpler-and less ex-
pensive form of the invention.is ilustrated..

in two:sections 4t and 42 suitably secured

~ together at 43. “The spinning:foot 44 is fixed.

“ " in the bottom of the lower section:41: of the:
A0

caging; and. has a tubular portion 45 with a;
‘flared. weighted. upper-end :46.... A twisted.
wire flag staff 47 hasiits-lower end portion:

- 470, which is twisted in a reverse direction:

50

45

from:the upper part; seated in said tubular:.

portion 45 ¢f the spinning’ foot, said:stafl
engaging-andrextending . through a slot 48,
i1 the ‘baseéiof:said flared: weighted: part 46
at: the upper end ol ithe:tubular: portion; so-
that relative movenient of: the staff and spin:
ning foot, ‘will cause: the staffi-to: be’ rotated:
and fed:upwardly through said slot 48. “An-

enlargement 49 on'the lower end of said staff:

. prevents it from being entirely withdrawn

- from: said:foot. '

551
the center of the upper section 2 6f the cas--

60

65,

A tubular stem 50 projects upwardly from-
ing, and on said:stem is:loosely mounted the
“cord” holder ~51,  the "same :being: retained:
thereon by the collar 52. Within said:stem
is mounted to slide a tubular member: 56:at-

tached to the top of ‘a semi-spherical-bell-or

drium 58 having a slot 54 through which the
upper portion of the twisted flag staff 47 is

passed and with: which it-has operative en-.
gagement similar to that which the slot 48

standard, so that said:V-shaped head may:

spinning the top-even at a:slow

1,952

1n : thetop ofthe Spmnfng fooﬂhhsr\*f il the

lower portion 470 of said staff. The flag 55 -
on the upper end of the staff 47 is-raised and -

reason of the relative rotation of the casing
and the drum or bell 53 ‘and spinning foot
44, said staff being raised from the position

will: be understood, that any suitable object

may be substituted for the flag staff in either

form of my invention. . .. Lo
 3The arm:or handle 24 shown. in: Higs:+1

70

shown “itt Figure 8 to that in Figure 41t

75

and 2-miay be detachably secured to the.cord..

such -handle is not: used, the operator may
grasp said cord holder 51 while pulling:the
cord: for spinning-the:topu:- .- oo
'Having:thus.described. my. invention, what.

ters Patentiof the United States isw—-:

_ 1. 'Fhie: combination: swith: a. spinning. top,

ofrastandard:telescopically, meunted there--
in; an. object telescopically. mounted in;said.
standard; means for retaining: said object in:
retraeted position in the standard when 'the:

holdeér:19:in any suitable manner, and if de--
‘sired: such a handle may, be attached.to-the.
_cordiholder: 51 .of Figures 3:and 4. . When:

80

85
I claim as néw. and desire to secure by Liet--

9'0‘:'

top is at rest; means for retracting:the stand- -

ard!into’ the top :when the latter-is-at-rest;
and - means: for positively: projecting. the.
‘standard- from the ‘top and the object: from.- -

the.standard: when:the top spins. - . 1

object; :and a: governor also' mounted:in the

95,

- 9 The combination: with;_aa,spmmng top, k
of -an object telescopically: mounted. therein,.
a lazy-tongs in the top and connected to-said-

100

top and:attached: to said,lazy-tongs:for an-

‘tomatically- projecting: the .same and,the:ob-
ject when the topisping. .= o [0 '

3:. Thercombination: wit

ha: pinniﬁg tOP,

of “a: horizontal partition:therein; an object. -
telescopically: mounted in. the;top; a lazy-

tongs:extending through: the partition-in the:
top-and. ¢onnected to said staff, and 4 gover-: - -

nor’ comprising weéighted arms attached to
the lazy-fongs for ‘projecting the same:and

110

‘the object:when the:top-spins; said-arms hav-
ingieam-shaped lateral projections to rock: " -
-onsaid: partition: for the purpose specified.~

~4;:The: combination: with:a spinning:top;:
of ‘a- horizontal partition:therein, an: objeet: -
teleseopically mounted ‘in the:top;-a lazy:: -
tongs extending through: the partition: and-
coninected: to: the object, and: o governor :for’

projecting: the: lazy-tongs: and object when:
the top .spins; said:igovernor: comprising a

pair of oppositely inclined. levers connected:
-at their inner ends to the lazy-tongs and hav-
ing weights on.their outer ends; there being:

cam-shaped lateral projections-onisaid levers

iftermediate: of their end:to ‘rock on-said

partition;. and" a - sprifig: -connecting: said
levers; for automatically retturning- them to
normal - position: when the top: stops: spin-

ning; D

¥1b
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5. The combination with a spinning top,
of a lazy-tongs therein, an object telescopi-
cally mounted in the top and conmected: to

the upper end of the lazy-tongs, a spinning .

foot also telescopically mounted in the top
and connected to the lower end of the lazy-
tongs, and a governor for extending said
lazy-tongs when the top spins, whereby the
object is projected from-the upper end of
the top and the spinning foot is simultane-
ously projected from the bottom of the top.

6. The combination with a spinning top,
of a tubular standard telescopically mounted
in the same and having a longitudinal slot
therein, a block mounted to slide in said
standard, an object mounted on said block,
a spring catch to engage said block for re-
taining the object in retracted position, and

means for positively projecting said object.

from the standard when the top spins.

20

7. The combination with a spinning top, .
of a tubular standard having a longitudi- -

nal slot therein, a block mounted to slide in
said standard and having a lug extending
into said slot to limit the outward move-
ment of the block, an object mounted on
said block and adapted to be retracted into
the standard, means for retaining said block
and object in retracted -position, means for
releasing them when the top spins, and a

spring arranged - below the block in the -

standard for
leased. : .
In testimony whereof, I have signed my

name to this specification. '
: SETRAK ASATURTAN.

projecting the object when re-
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