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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, HENRY W. ROSEN-
BAUM and ERNST NEUBERT, of the city and
Stateof New York, haveinventedan Improve.
ment in Registering-Stamps, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention is intended for applying
stamps having certain money values and for
preventing the stamp being applied without
registering thenumber of the stampssuceess-
ively and for locking the mechanism, so that
the apparatus cannot be made use of after
the given number of stamps have been made.

This apparatus is adapied to various pur-
poses—such, for instance, as the impressing
of a revenue-stamp of a designated value
and recording the number of stamps, and the
same improvement might be applied to the
stamping of letters or newspapers in place of
affixing the separate gummed stamp as now
usual, thus avoiding the ineonvenience of
such separate stamps, and in providing this
device it is intended that the apparatus shall
be furnished to the party desiring to use the
same, payment being made in an amount
equivalent to the total value of the stamps,
and the apparatus can be used from time to
time until the computing device has regis-
tered the total value of the stamps paid for,
and thereby the apparatus has arrived at the
limit of its capacity and its further use is
absolutely prevented automatically, so that
such apparatus hasto be returned to the prop-
erly authorized party to open the seal or other
reliable gecuring device and set the appara-
tus back again to the pointof beginning. In
this manner newspaper publishers and other
persons sending mail-matter can procure from
the Government on the paymentof the proper
price an apparatus such as invented by us,
and it can be used in the stamping of letters
or newspapers or mail-matter untilthe amount
of the cash advanced is exhausted, at which
time the apparatus is automatically locked
in such a manner thatit eannot be again used.

In carrying out this invention any suitable
stamp is provided and an inking apparatus
adapted to the same, and there is a sliding
tabular guard surrounding the stamp in such
a manner as to prevent the stamp being nsed
without a movement being given to the tubu-

lar guard, and there is a counting mechanism
provided within a case and receiving its mo-
tion from the tubular guard, so as to accu-
rately register the mumber of impressions
given by the stamp, and when the maximum
numberof such impressions has been reached
the tubular guard is locked, so that the stamp
cannot be impressed until the apparatus has
been properly opened and the parts restored
to the point of beginning.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
of the apparatuswith the front plate removed
and the case partially in section. TFig.2isa
plan view with the case in section at the line
X X. TFig. 81is a detached partial sectional
view representing the locking device in posi-
tion for holding the tubular guard, and Fig.
4 is a cross-section at the line Y Y, Fig. 1.

The stamp A is of any desired charvacter.
Usually it will contain a name and a figure to
represent the value, and this stamp is per-
manently connected to or forms part of the
box or holder for the mechanism. We have
represented the stamp A as upon the bottom B
of the box, said box having sides C, a top D,
and a movable front plate E, and in the con-
struction represented the stamp and the box
containing the mechanisin are moved, so that
the stamp may be impressed upon a letter or
other articleand against thepad I. This pad
is represented upon the bed G, which also
carries a snitable inking-pad H, which is in
the tubular holder corresponding in size, or
nearly so, to the stamp, and there may be an
ink-well H’ adjacent to the pad into which
ink-well suitable ink may be placed and the
cover I applied above the well, and it is usu-
ally advantageous to make the inking-pad of
feit and to employ a limpid ink that will be
drawn up into such pad by the capillary ac-
tion. The toggle-links K L. Mare each pivoted
at one end to the box, and the link K is con-
nected at its lower end by a pivot-screw 4 to
a projection 5 upon the bed G. The link L
is connected by a pivot-serew 6 to an arm 7,
extending out from the side frame G/, and
the link M is upon a short shaft 8, that passes
through the side frame G/, and is provided
with a gear-wheel or sector N or equivalent
device for giving motion to the shaft 8§ and
link M, and it will be apparent that these
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links X L M being parallel when a motion is
given to the link M the box and stamp are
lifted and the stamp is transferred in its po-
sition from the inking-pad II to the impres-
sion pad or bed I, upon which the letter or
other article to be stamped is placed.

We have represented and prefer to use a
lever O with a segmental gear P, gearing to
the wheel N, so that by moving the lever O
the segimental gear Pacts upon the gear N and
gives motion to the parts, and the necessary
pressure can be applied to the stamp when
the lever O isin the position indicated by
dotted lines and entirely out of the way of the
article to be stamped, and the parts are re-
stored to their normal positions by a spring
Q, preferably applied to the shorter end of the
lever O and extending from the same to a stud
or serew at the side of the bed G.

The tubular guard R surroundsthestamp A
and it is within a reeess corresponding in
shape. Usually the guard will be ¢ylindrical
and the recess for the same also cylindrical,
and thereare connected to or formed with the
tubular guard pushers 9 and 10, which pass
through mortises in the bottom B, and there
are springs S, which tend to force the tubular
guard downwardly, and the downward move-
ment is limited by the heads or cross-pins of
the pushers 9 and 10, which are above the
bottom B, and it is advantageous to make use
of two springs S, as represented, so that the
force exerted to project the tubular guard
downwardly will be uniform.

‘We make use of two or more dials that are
adapted toregisterthenumber of impressions
made by the stamp. We have shown three
dials T U V, the dial T being adapted to reg-
ister units, the dial U tens, and the dial V
hundreds. These dials may be made in any
desired manner, so that after the dial T has
made a complete revolution it will give move-
ment to the extent of one number to the next
dial U, and the dial U when it has made a
complete rotation will move the dial V one
number. A convenientconstruction for these
dials is to mount each one upon a shaft and
to provide a ratehet-wheel with ten teeth and
a projection adjacent to one of the ratchet-
wheels and adapted to act against the next
ratchet-wheel to turn it one tooth, and this
projection comes into action once for each ro-
tation of its dial.

We have represented the ratchet-wheels at
11 and the projections at 12, and there should
be a spring-pawl 13 to each ratchet-wheel for
holding the same in position as the dial is
turned.

The rocker or lever W is provided with a
pawl 14 to act upon the ratchet-teeth of the
dial T and the other end of this rocker W is
above the projection 9, so that every timethe
stamp is impressed and the tubular guard R
rests upon the paper or other article stamped,
while the stamp is brought down by the me-
chanical pressure, the projection 9 and tubu-
lar guard give motion to the rocker W and
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pawl 14, turning the dial T'a unit, and it is im-
possible to impress the stamp A without giv-
ing this movement to the units-dial, because
the springs S project the guard as soon as the
pressure of thestampisreleased,andthegunard
extending down below the face of the stamp
prevents any false impression being taken.
It will be understood that these operations
are continued, and if so desired the dials may
be inspected from time to time and the party
using the stamp pay for the same aceording to
the numberof impressions that may have been
made; but for ordinary uses it isadvantageous
to lock the apparatus, so that it is no longer
useful until it has been opened and restored
to the normal position. With this object in
view we provide a dog Y, with one end 15
acting as a bolt above the pusher 10, and the
other end of the dog is adjacent to the teeth
on the ratchet-wheel of the dial V, and the
springs 16 give motion tothis dog and it acts
as a pawl to prevent the dial V being turned
back, and in the ratchet-wheel of the dial V
one notch between the teeth is of an addi-
tional depth, so that when this notch presents
itself to the dog the springs 16 project the
bolt portion 15 of the dogover the upper end
of the pusher 10, so that the tubular guard
cannot be moved in its relation to the stamp
until the apparatus has been opened and the
parts restored to their normal position. This
deep notech is in such position to thedial that
the dog will come into action when the “9” is
visible.

It is advantageous to fasten the front plate
E of the inclosing box to the rest of the box
by suitable screws and pins, and an official
seal may be applied to this box over the con-
necting-serews or one of them, so that the
box cannot be opened to restore the parts to
their normal positions without detection, and
it will be observed that the parts can be re-
stored to the place of beginning by giving to
the dials a turning movement to throw back
the dog Y from the deep mnotch to the first
noteh, at which time the “0” will be visible
through the opening in the front plate .

‘We have described an apparatus in which
motion is given to the stamp itself; but it will
be apparent that the stamp and the parts con-
nected with it may remainin apermanent posi-
tion and the impression-pad and inking-pad
may be applied in succession, the inking-pad
passing intothe tubular guard, and such tubu-
lar guard receiving its motion by contact
with the letter or other article that is stamped.
The tubular guard insures a full movement
of the parts before an impression can be made,
and this device is not necessarily limited to
use with a computing device.

We claim as our invention—

1. The combination, with the stamp, of a
yielding guard, means for projecting the guard
beyond the face of the stamp, a registering
apparatus, and mechanism for giving motion
to the registering apparatus by the movement
of the guard, substantially as set forth.
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2. Aboxand a stamp permanently connect-
ed thereto, a tubular guard surrounding the
stamp and having pushers passing into the
box, springs for projecting the tubular guard,
registering mechanism within the box, and a
rocker or pawl for giving motion to the regis-
tering mechanism, such rocker being moved
by the action of the tubular guard when the
stamp is impressed, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the stamp and the
box with which it is connected, of a register-
‘ng mechanism within the box, a yielding
guard and means for projecting the same be-
yond the face of the stamp and a conneetion
from the guard to the registering mechanism,
and a locking mechanism brought into action
by the registering mechanism for holding the
guard in a projected condition, substantially
as specified.

4. The combination, with the stamp and the
box to which the stamp is connected and the
registering mechanism within the box, of a
tubular guard surrounding the stamp and a
connection therefrom to the registering mech-
anism for giving motion to the same when an
impression is made, a bed and projections
therewith connected, an inking-pad and an
impression-pad, toggle-links pivoted at their
ends, respectively, to the box and to the pro-
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Jjections of the bed, a lever for giving motion
to the toggle-links, and a spring for returning
the parts to their normal positions, substan-
tially as set forth.

5. The combination, with the stamp, of a
guard and means for projecting the guard be-
yond the face of the stamp, a registering ap-
paratus and mechanism for giving motion to
the registering apparatus by the movement of
the guard, and a locking device brought into
action by the registering mechanism for hold-
ing the guard, substantially as specified.

6. The combination, with the stamp, of a
box with which the stamp is connected, a reg-
istering mechanism within the box and mech-
anism for moving the register each impres-
sion of the stamp, and a lock brought into ac-
tion by the register for holding the parts that
are moved by the impression of the stamp so
as to prevent theuse of the stamp after a des-
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ignated number of impressions, substantially so

as specified.
Signed by us this 3d day of September, A,
D. 1891.
HENRY W. ROSENBAUM.
ERNST NEUBERT.
Witnesses:
HAROLD SERRELL,
LEMUEL W. SERRELL.




