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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMH. GLADWILL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Kan 
sas City, in the county of Jackson and State 
of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvementsin Washboards, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

washboards for laundry purposes; and my ob 
ject is to present a large fluted rubbing-sur 
face to the garments in order that they may be 
quickly and thoroughly washed. I attain this 
object by forming two longitudinal grooves in 
the rubbing-surface of the washboard which 
conform in a degree in cross-section to the 
hands of the operator and have longitudinal 
channels in their depressed portions which 
conduct the soiled water from the flutes back 
into the Washtub. 
In order that the invention may be fully 

understood, reference will now be made to the 
accompanying drawings, in which- - 

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of á 
washboard embodying my improvements. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the same, taken 
online IIII of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a broken 
detail sectional view taken on line III III of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a modified form in which a 
tubular frame has been substituted for the 
wooden one. Fig. 5 is a transverse section 
of the same, taken on line W.W. of Fig. 4. 
In constructing the washboard I employ 

two longitudinal strips 1, the lower ends...of 
which act as supporting-legs 2, and they have 
recesses 3 extending from a short distance be 
low their upper ends down to the upper por 
tion of the legs to form flanges 4. - 

5 indicates a back piece secured at its oppo 
site sides upon flanges 4 and provided at its 
front surface with a central longitudinal strip 
6 and triangular side strips 7, which latter 
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assist in securing the back piece and longitu 
dinal side strips together. " 
The upper surfaces of strips 6 and 7 are 

-composed of reverse curves which form two 
parallel grooves 8 at their adjacent edges and 
are covered with a closely-fitting sheet of 
zinc 9, provided with a depending marginal 
flange 10, the sides of which are secured be 
tween the sides of recesses 3 and the adjacent 

| sides of strip 7, while its ends are secured be 
tween the ends of strips 6 and 7 and trans 
verse pieces 11, which latter are secured to 
back piece 5 and the opposite ends of recesses 
3, the upper piece acting as a shelf for the 
reception of the Washing compound. 
Zinc 9 is provided with a series of sinuous 

flutes 12, which I find present a much more 
effective rubbing-surface than the ordinary 
straight transverse flutes, as they take a bet 
ter hold on the garments, and consequently 
facilitate the cleansing process. 
As the soiled water is expressed from the 

garments it is conducted back into the tub by 
longitudinal channels 13, arranged in the 
grooves or depressed portions 14 of the Zinc 
covering. 

In the modified form shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 a metallic frame is substituted for the wooden 
one and consists of a single piece of tubing 
15, curved at its upper end 16 to form the top 
of the board and extends below the zinc cov 
ering to form supporting-legs 17. 
Zinc covering 9" is similar to the one above 

described except that it is looped around the 
sides of the frame and has its ends brazed or 
otherwise secured together below the rubbing 
surface in order to support the latter and pre 
vent it from Springing beneath the pressure 
to which it is subjected. - 
While I have described the rubbing-surface 

as being composed of zinc, it is apparent that 
wood, glass, or other equally as suitable ma 
terial may be substituted. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is- - - - 

1. A washboard provided with a framehav 
ing two longitudinal side pieces and a back. 
piece, a suitable covering secured to the frame 
and provided at its rubbing-surface with a 
pair of deep longitudinal grooves the bottom 
portions of which almost touch the back plate, 
while their upper portions are in a horizontal 
plane with the front edges of the longitudinal 
side pieces, said grooves being, provided at 
their lower portions with longitudinal chan 
nels having continuous straight sides and con 
tinuous straight bottom portions, the rubbing 
surface of the covering being also provided 
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with a series of flutes which are sinuous in 
front elevation and slope toward the longitu 
dinal channels whereby they are drained. 

2. A washboard comprising two longitudi 
nal side pieces, top and bottom pieces, a back 
piece connecting all of said pieces, a central 
longitudinal strip and two triangular side 
strips secured to the back piece, the surfaces 
of said strips being composed of reversecurves 
forming longitudinal grooves, a metal plate 
covering said strips, a flange depending from 
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said plate whereby the latter is secured to the 
frame of the washboard, sinuous flutes ar 
ranged in the metallic plate, and longitudinal 
channels arranged to drain said flutes, sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

WM. H. GLADWILL. 
Witnesses: 

F. G. FISCHER, 
LESLIE. E. BAIRD. 


