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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Groree A. Howarp
and Grorce L. SLATER, both citizens of the
United States, and both residing at Bu-
chanan, in the county of Berrien and State
of Michigan, have jointly invented new and
useful Improvements in Perambulators, of
which the following is a full, clear, concise,
and exact description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, forming 2
part of this specification.

Our invention relates to improvements in
perambulators. ‘

Tt is one of the principal objects of our
invention to provide a device of the class
described and which may at times be used
also as a chair.

It is a further object of our invention to
provide such a device in which the change
from one use to another is easily and quickly
made. - :

‘Tt is a further object of our invention to
provide such a device in which efficient sup-
port is given both laterally and otherwise
when the device is used as a chair.

It is a further object of our invention to
provide such an article that is economical
to manufacture, efficient in use and attrac-
tive in appearance.

Turther objects and benefits of our inven-
tion will be apparent from the following de-
seription and accompanying drawings taken
in connection with the appended claims.

We have described in the following speci-
fication and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings a perambulator disclosing our in-
vention by way of example, it being clearly
understood that numerous changes may be
made in the form, construction and arrange-
ment of the parts without departing from
the spirit of our invention or exceeding the
scope of the appended claims, the form of
the invention herein disclosed being merely
oue preferred embodiment thereof.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a
perambulator ~constructed in accordance
with our invention;

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the device
used as a high-chair;

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the same;

Fig. 4 is a detailed view in rear eleva-
tion showing the operating mechanism;

Fig. 5.is a detail in perspective showing
the seat member; and

Fig. 6 is a detail in perspective showing
the removable tray.

Like reference characters refer to like
parts throughout the following specification
and the several figures of the accompanying
drawings.

Referring mnow to the drawings, the
perambulator comprises In general a light
metal skeleton framework having a pair of
large wheels suitable for perambulator pur-
poses, and a chair member. This {frame-
work has on either side forward and rear
uprights 7, 8. These uprights are connected
at their lower ends by a brace 9, to which
each is riveted At their upper ends the up-
rights are curved in to meet at a common
point. and the two pair are connected by a
wooden bar or handle 10 by which the
perambulator is propelled. Connecting the
rear uprights 8, and riveted thereto, is an
upper cross-bar 11 and a lower cross-bar
13, The framework is further strength-
ened by a transverse brace 13 connecting the
forward uprights 7 near the bottom thereof.
Connecting the upper and lower cross-bars
10 and 11 are two braces 14, 15, which are
riveted at their ends to the cross-bars.
Bearing in the brace member 9 is an axle 16
to which a pair of perambulator wheels 17,
18 are attached.

The chair member (Fig. 5) comprises a
seat 19, a back 20, a foot-rest 21 and arms
99. The arms 22 are bolted to supports 23
which are in turn bolted to the seat 19.
Downwardly extending brackets 24 support
the foot-rest 21. The seat 19 and back 20
arve preferably provided with leather or
padded cushions 25, 26. Secured to the back
90 at either side thereof and extending for-
wardly, is a yoke 27 embracing a pin 97e
on the arm 22 and foerming therewith a shid-
ing pivotal connection between the back and
the arms, the function of which is herein-
after referred to.

Tt will be noted that in this embodiment
of our invention the chair member, compris-
ing the seat, back, arms and foot-rest is a
unified structure, separate from and inde-
pendent of the framework. It is of such
dimensions as to fit between the uprights
and it is supported on the framework in
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upper or lower positions, as will hereinafter
appear,

At the rear end of each arm 22 is a hook
28 adapted to fit over either cross-bar 11 or
12. When it is desired to use the device as
the usual perambulator, or a low chair, the
chair member is hung on the lower cross-
bar 12 (Fig. 1). In this position the for-
ward part of the chair member is supported
by the transverse brace 13. Associated with
the latter is a flat spring 18* which is of
substantially the same length as the brace
138, and which is riveted to the same at each
end (IFig. 3). The spring is held over the
brace 18 by bolts 18 which slide up and
down in suitable apertures in the brace as
the spring is depressed or extended. As the
seat rests on this spring the shocks and jars
which would otherwise make the seat un-
comfortable are largely taken up by the ac-
tion of the spring. )

Auxiliary means are provided for giving
the device stationary support, temporarily
or when used as a chair, as the case may be,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 8. Associated with
each wheel is-a pair of supports 31, 82,
which, when in supporting position as
shown in Fig. 2, extend, one in frong of,
and the other to the rear of the perambula-
tor wheel, thus providing with the wheel,
a three-point contact support. These sup-
ports are inside of the wheels so that the
three contact points are not in-a straight
line. By this construction a firm support in
a forward and back direction is provided,
and the lateral support is likewise extremely
efficient. As a result; not only is the de-
vice held stationary, but, in addition, there
is little or no danger of its toppling over.

Support 31 is pivoted to the brace 9 at
33, and support 32 is pivoted to the brace
at 34. Links 85 and 36 are hingedly con-
nected to supports 31 and 32, as at 37, 88.
Links 85 and 86 are curved to meet a com-
mon point, and the links on either side are
connected at these common points by a rod
or bar 39. It will be apparent that if the
bar 89 is moved downward, links 35, 36
will cause the supports 31, 32 to fold ‘up-
wardly to the position shown in Fig. 1, and
on the other hand, if bar 39 is moved up-
wardly supports 81, 32 will be swung down
into supporting position. The means for
operating the bar-39 is clearly shown in
Fig. 4. Riveted to the bar -39 is a yoke 40.
A link 41 is pivoted to the bar 39 on onc
side of the yoke 40 and at its upper end
is pivotally connected to a lever 42. A
strap 43 is secured to-the link 41 on the
other side of the yoke 40, at 44, and the
upper end of this strap 43 and also the
upper end of the link 41 are pivotally con-
nected to the lever 42 at 45. The strap 43
and link 41, being on opposite sides of the
yoke 40, keep the latter from tipping or

1,266,471

getting out of alinement in operation. Le-
ver 42 is fulerumed at a lug 46 on the up-
right 8. At the other end of the lever is
a knob or handle 47 for convenience in
operation. It will be apparent that the up-
ward or downward movement of the bar
39 is effected by an upward or downward

movement of the lever 42. In order to lock

the lever in its upper position in which the
legs are supporting the device, a catch 48
is provided. Lever 42 rests in this catch
and consequently the supports 31, 32, can-
not be moved out of supporting position
until the lever is raised above and away
from the catch.

It will be noted that the handle 47 is in
close proximity to the propelling: handle
10 so that the operator may readily move
the supports into or out of supporting posi-
tion without removing both hands from the

handle 10. * Furthermore as the opérating

means move substantially within the limits
of the framework there is no part project-
ing out from the device, the objections to
which are obvious. : St
When it is desired to- utilize the device
as a high-chair, the supports are moved into
supporting position as above described, and
the chair member is removed from its Tower
position and is hung upon the upper cross-
bar 11.. On each upright 7 is a bracket
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29, and on each side of the seat 19 at the -

forward part thereof is a hook-like mem-
ber 30. When the chair memher is in its
upper position (Fig. 2) this member 30
embraces the upright 7 and rests upon the
bracket 29, thereby providing support for

the forward part of the seat. As the sup-

ports may be moved into or out of support-
mg position while the device is being ‘used
as a high-chair, it may be readily ‘wheeled
up to or away from a table or about the
house and again made stationary without
removing the child. :
When the device is used as a chair a tray
49 may be used in connection with the chair
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member to serve both as a support for toys -

and the like and as a means for preventing
the child from falling out. The tray 49 has
arms 50 which rest on the chair arms 22 and
at the end of the arms 50 are hooks 51 by

118

means of which the tray may be hooked on

the cross-bar 11 as shown in Fig. 2.
or purposes of transportation or the like,
the chair member may be readily and com-
pactly packed within the framework. The
back 26 is swung upward on the pivot until
it is substantially parallel with the seat and
then the yokes 27 may slide on the pins 27
until the back 26 rests on the arm 92. The
chair member may then be placed in the
framework, the seat being parallel. with the
rear thereof, and is held in place by resting
in the transverse brace 183.
It will be seen from the above description
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that we have provided a perambulator in

which in this particular form the seat with
its back, arms and foot-rest is a unified strue-
ture, removable from the framework of the
device and quickly and readily placed in
upper or lower position, and further, that

we have provided eflicient means for sup-

porting the device in-a stationary position,
and sueh that the supporting members may
be easily placed in operative or inoperative
position and may be used at any time-irre-
spective of the position of the chair, so that
the perambulator may be used with- high or
low seat, or as a high or low chair, as de-
gired. It will also be observed that the
wheels are of large diameter, thus enabling
the device, even though loaded, to be easily
pushed or pulled over obstructions without
lifting and without undue shocks and jars to
the occupant or operator ; also that the single
pair of wheels are substantially centrally
Tocated with respect to the front and rear
of the device so as to properly carry the load
without imposing excessive burden on the
operator when wheeling 1t about, and where-
by larger wheels can %e employed without
projecting unduly beyond the forward and
rearward limits of the frame-work, and the
frame can be tipped to the rear for ready
operation in its use as a perambulator.
When the device is to be stationary the legs
are thrown down in front of and to the rear
of the wheels an appreciable distance so that
it is impossible for the child to tip over in it,
even when used as a high chair, and even
though the child should lunge forward or
backward as it is apt to do.

Our invention is thus intended as a per-
ambulator which may be readily wheeled
about out of doors, or allowed to remain in
a standing stationary gosition, or folded up
into compact form for bodily transportation.
At the same time it possesses those features
of construction permitting its use as a high
chair, an article of furniture not found in
many places where a child is apt to be taken,
and when so used of movement about with-
out removing the occupant.

Having thus described our invention what
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A child’s perambulator comprising a
light skeleton vertically elongated frame,
a pair of large perambulator wheels located
substantially at the middle of the lower end
of said frame, a handle at the upper end of
caid frame for the operation, movement and
handling of the perambulator, a seat be-
tween the upper and lower ends of the
frame, a prop member pivotally mounted on
the lower end of said frame forward of the
axis of said wheels, said prop member be-
ing pivoted intermediate its length and hav-
ing a portion movable about said pivot from
a position in which it extends downwardly

-mounted on

2

and forwardly to act as a prop to a posi-
tion in which it extends upwardly from said
pivot, said member having an arm extending
in a different direction from said pivot from
the direction in which said prop portion
extends, -a ‘second prop member pivotally
‘the lower end of said frame
rearward of the axis of said wheels, said
second prop member being pivoted interme-
diate its length and having a portion mov-
able about said pivot from a position in which
it extends downwardly and rearwardly to
act as a prop to a position in' which it ex-
tends upwardly from said pivot, said sec-
ond prop having an -arm extending in a
different direction from said pivot from the
direction in which said prop portion ex-
tends, and means acting on said arms for
moving said prop members from their first
to. their second: positions, said means being
operable from a position ab the rear of the
elongated frame. -

9. A child’s perambulator comprising a
light skeleton vertically elongated frame, a

_pair of large perambulator wheels at the

lower end of said frame, a handle at the up-
per end of said frame for the operation,
movement and handling of the perambula-
tor, a seat between the upper and lower ends
of the frame, a prop member pivotally
mounted on the lower end of said frame for-
ward of the axis of said wheels, said prop
member being pivoted intermediate itslength
and having a portion movable about said
pivot from a position in which it extends
downwardly and forwardly to act as a prop
to a position in which it extends upwardly
from said pivot, said member having an arm
extending in a different direction from said
pivot from the direction in which said prop
portion extends, a second prop member piv-
otally mounted on thelower end of said frame
rearward of the axis of said wheels, said sec-
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ond prop member being pivoted intermediate .

its length and having a portion movable about
said pivot from a position in which it ex-
tends downwardly and rearwardly to act as
a prop to a position in which it extends up-
wardly from said pivot, said second prop hav-
ing an arm extending in a different direction
from said pivot from the direction in which
said prop portion extends, and means acting
on said arms for simultaneously moving said
prop members {rom their first to their sec-
ond positions, said,means being operable
from a position adjacent said first handle,
and at the rear of the elongated frame.

3. A child’s perambulator comprising a
light vertically elongated frame, a handle
near the upper end of the frame for opera-
tion movement and handling of the per-
ambulator, a movable seat, means for sup-
porting said seat near the lower part of
said frame, means for supporting sald seat
near the upper part of said frame when it
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is desired to use the device as a high-chair,
a pair of large perambulator wheels at the
lower end of the frame, twa props movahly
mounted at the l,ofwe.r. end of the frame, one
having a portion for engaging a sup: orting
s_ur,fmi in the rear of .gai.%l N?heelspa?nd the
other having a portion for engaging a sup-
porting surfage in front of said wheels, and
means for moving said preps from support-
ing to non-supporting positions, said means
being operahle from a position at the upper
end of the elongated frame.

4. A child’s perambulator comprising a
light skeleton frame, a handle near the up-
per end of the frame for operation, move-
ment and handling of the perambulator, a
movable seat, means for supporting said
seat near the lower part of said frame,
means for supporting said seat near the
upper part of said frame when it is desired
‘o use the device as a high-chair, the seat in
both of said positions extending in substan-

1,266,471

tially the same general direction and with
the hack of said seat at the rear of the
frame, a pair of large perambulator wheels
at the lower end of the frame, two props
moyably mounted at the lower end of the
frame, one having a portion for engaging a
supporting surface in the rear of said
wheels, and the other having a portion for
engaging a supporting surface in front of
said wheels, and means for moving said
props from supporting to non-supporting
Positions, operable from a position adjacent
said handle. :

In svitness whereof, we have hereunto sub-
scribed our names in the presence of two
witnesses. : '

his )
GEORGE X A. HOWARD,

mark
GEO. L. SLATER.
Witnesses: .
Aronzo F. Hows,
Warvrer E. Saooe.

‘Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Cgmmis,s‘iéner of Patents,
- ‘Washington, D, C.” .
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