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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josgpm Tomassi, a
former subject of the Czar of Russia, who
have declared my intention of becoming a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Stools,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding stools and has for its object the pro-
duction of a stool of this character which
will be of improved construction and effi-
cient in use. Other objects will appear here-
inafter.

The invention consists in the combina-
tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter
described and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, and 1n
which,

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of the stool
in folded or collapsed condition, Fig. 2 is
an end view of the stool in the condition
shown in Fig. 1, the seat of the stool being
shown in dotted lines wrapped around the
folded base thereof to serve as a casing
therefor, Fig. 8 is a plan view of the seat
of the stool detached, Fig. 4 is a side eleva-
tion of the stool in uniolded or operative
condition, Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary
section of the upper end of one of the legs
of the lower section of the base of the stool,
and Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section of one
of the leg members of the upper section of
the base. '

The preferred form of construction as
llustrated in the drawings comprises a base
consisting of upper and lower sections.

* The lower-section consists of three similar
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leg members 1 the upper ends of which are
provided with outwardly or laterally pro-
jecting hooks 2 for pivotal engagement with
a frame band 8 which is triangular in out-
line, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
hooks 2 are formed integral with reinfore-
ing plates 4 which are secured centrally in
the upper ends of the leg members 1 by
means of pins or screws 5. The leg mem-
bers 1, when the stool is in use, diverge
downwardly, as clearly shown in Fig. 4, the
same being locked in this position by means
codperating with the upper ends thereof
which will be hereinafter described. Said
leg members are so connected with the band

3 that, when the upper ends thereof are re-
leased, said leg members may be rocked or
folded into parallel relation, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. The upper section of said
base consists. of three similar leg members
6 each of which is provided at its lower end
with a reinforcing plate 7 secured thereto
by means of pins or screws 8, said leg mem-
bers being provided with longitudinally ex-
tending slits 9 for the accommodation of
said plates, as shown in the several views.
The lower ends of plates 7 project beyond
the lower ends of said leg members and are

pivotally connected at 10 with a frame mem- ¢

ber comprising angular plates 11, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. When the stool is un-
folded or in operative position, the upper
ends of the leg members 6 diverge being re-
tained in this position by means hereinafter
described. The pivotal connection between
said legmembers is, however,such that, when
the upper ends of said leg members are
released, the latter may be rocked or folded
together into parallel relation and slid to
position between and in registration with
the leg members 1, as clearly shown in Figs.
1 and 2, said leg members 1 and 6 being
alternately arranged in order to permit of
this sliding or telescoping, as will be readily
understood. In order to prevent detach-
ment of the leg members 6 from the leg
members 1, the plates 11, at the lower ends
of the legs 6 are provided with integral
studs 12 and plates 137, at-the tops of legs 6,
are provided with studs 13, said studs 12
and 13 being adapted to engage against the
band 3 and thus prevent leg members 6
from being disconnected from the leg mem-
bers 1. The lower edge of the band 3 is re-
cessed or notched at 12’ in order to accom-
modate the lugs 12, as clearly shown in Figs.
5 and 6. ,

Codperating with the leg members 6 are
links 14 the cuter ends of which engage in
the longitudinal slots 9 in said legs, being
pivotally connected with the latter at 15.
The inner ends of the links 14 are pivotally
connected at 16 with angular plates 17. The
plates 17 are free to move vertically with the
inner ends of the links 14 being adapted,
when the upper base section is in folded con-
dition, to be positioned in registration with
the upper ends -of the legs 6 which are re-
cessed ag at 19 in order to accommodate said
plates. As the upper ends of said leg mem-
bers are rocked outwardly or unfolded, the
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plates 17 will move downwardly and asstume
the position shown in full lines in Fig. 4, &
partial folded position being illustrated in
dotted lines in said figure.

- Formed in each of the plates 17 in the ver--

‘tex thereof is a socket 18 which is formed
through punching. The sockets 18 are
adapted to snugly receive the upper ends of
the leg members 1 when the plates 17 are in
their Tower positions, as shown in full lines
in Fig. 4, in order to firmly lock the leg
members 1 in unfolded or operative position,
sald leg members 1 at the same time serving
as a stop to limit downward movement of
said plates 17 and hence the inner ends of
links 14 which results inlocking the leg
members 6 in unfolded positions.
Supported at the upper end of the base is
a flexible seat 20 formed preferably of fab-
ric and which is triangular in outline. At
the periphery of said seat are outwardly ex-

-tending straps 21 adapted to engage over the

upper ends of the leg members 6, as clearly
shown in Fig. 4. Said straps are provided
with perforations adapted for engagement
with the studs 13 in order to support the
seat in operative position, as shown in Fig. 4.
The upper ends of the plates 18’ are pro-
vided with recesses 22 adapted to receive the
straps 21 'in “order to prevent lateral dis-
“placement thereof from engagement with the
upper ends of said leg members when the
stool is in use.

In using the stool, the weight of the per-
son seated thereon will have a tendency to
rock the upper ends of the leg members 6
inwardly which of course will have a tend-
ency to force the inner ends of links 14
downwardly. This downward pressure upon
the links 14 will serve simply to force the
sockets 18 into closer engagement with the
upper ends of leg members 1 serving to more
securely hold the latter in operative position
and resulting in a base structure possessing
great firmness and rigidity.

The seat member 20 being formed of flex-
ible material, the same, when the base of the
stool is folded or collapsed, is adapted to
serve as a casing therefor, said seat member
being provided with a buckle 28 adapted for
codperation with one of the straps 21 of said
seat member in order to secure the latter
about the folded base as shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2. :

In unfolding the stool from folded condi-
tion, as shown in Fig. 1, the upper and lower
sections of the base are slid longitudinally of
each other until the stops 12 contact with the
band 8. The upper ends of the leg members
6 ‘are then rocked outwardly causing the
inner ends of the links 14 to be rocked down-
wardly carrying the plates 17 therewith.
The lower ends of leg members 1 are then
rocked outwardly wuntil the upper ends
thereof engage against the plates 17. The
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inner ends of links 14 are then rocked down-
wardly by the pressure of the hand to effect
engagement of the sockets 18 with the upper
ends of leg members 1 thus completing the
unfolding operation of the base of the stool.
This being effected all that remains is to
attach the seat 20 which is readily and easily
done by engagement of the straps 21 with
the studs 13. In folding the stool, the re-
verse course of operation is resorted to, as
will be readily understood.

A stool of the construction set forth is
durable and economical in construction.
When the same is unfolded a stool is pre-
sented which possesses great firmmess and
rigidity and when folded or collapsed occu-
ples small space so as to be readily carried
about in the hand or in a grip.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred form of construction for carrying
my invention into effect, this is capable of
variation and modification without depavt-
ing from the spirit of the invention. I,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
precise details of construction set forth, but
desire to avail myself of such variations and
modifications as come within the scope of the
appended claims.

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A folding stool comprising a frame
band; a set of lower leg members pivoted to
and depended from said frame band; ex-
tensions on said leg members extending
through and above said band; a set of upper
leg members pivotally connected at their
lower ends and extending upwardly from
sald band; a seat at the tops of said upper
leg members; a socket member engaging said
extensions of said lower leg members; and
connecting links connecting said socket
member with said upper leg members lock-
ing all of said leg members against pivotal
movement, substantially as described.

2. A folding stool comprising a frame
band; a set of lower leg members pivoted to
and depended from said frame band; ex-
tensions on said leg members extending
through and above said band; a set of upper
leg members pivotally connected at their
lower ends and extending upwardly from
said band; a seat member connecting the
upper ends of said upper leg members; a
socket member engaging said extensions;
and connecting links connecting said socket
members with said upper leg members lock-
ing all of said leg members against pivotal
movement, substantially as described.

8. A folding stool comprising a frame
band; a set of lower leg members pivoted to
and depended from said frame band; ex-
tensions on said leg members extending
through and above said band; a frame men-
ber mounted in said band and having por-
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tions engaging the lower edge of said band;
a set of upper leg members pivoted to said
frame member and extending upwardly
from said band; a seat member connecting
the upper ends of said upper leg members;
a socket member fitted over the extensions of
said lower leg members; and connecting
links connecting said upper leg members
with said socket members, substantially as
described.

4. A folding stool comprising a frame
band having notches in its lower edge; a
set of lower leg members disposed in and
depended from said band; extensions on
sald leg members extending through and
above said band; a frame member disposed
between said lower leg members in said band
and having portions engaging the notches
of the latter; upper leg members extending
above said band; a seat member connecting
the upper ends of sald upper leg members;
a plate secured in each of said leg members
and pivoted to said frame member; a socket
member engaging over said extensions and
binding the upper ends of said lower leg
members together; and a connecting link
connecting each of said upper leg members
with said socket member, substantially as
described.

5. A folding stool comprising a substan-
tially triangular band having a notch in the
lower edge of each side thereof; lower leg
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members having their upper ends disposed
in and pivoted to the angular portions of
said band; extensions on said leg members
extending through and above said band; a
frame member in said band between said
lower leg members adapted to slide down-
wardly to the lower ends of the latter; lugs
on sald frame member in said notches pre-
venting upward movement of said frame
member through said band; upper leg mem-
bers having their lower ends in said band
between said lower leg members adapted to
slide downwardly through said band, the
lower ends of said upper leg members being
pivoted to said frame member; a seat mem-
ber connecting the upper ends of said up-
per leg members; a socket member engaging
over said extensions of said lower leg mem-
bers between said upper leg members; and
connecting links connecting said upper leg
members with said socket member and
adapted to permit the latter to move up-
wardly and bring said upper leg members
in parallel relation, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH TOMASSI.

Witnesses:

Josmua R. H. Porrs,
Artrur A. Ouson.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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