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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to a dispensing COin 
tainer for roofing cement or other equivalent ma 
terials which may be spread in a line or band On 
a roof or other surface. 
In laying roll roofing on a roof, it is the cuS 

tom to apply to the upper margin of each course 
a band or ribbon of roofing cement upon which 
is subsequently laid the lower margin of the 
course next above. This cement covers and Seals 
the heads of the roofing nails and makes a tight 
joint between the overlapping portions of Suc 
cessive courses of the roofing. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a dispensing container for roofing Cement 
adapted to facilitate the application of roofing 
cement to the upper margin of each course of 
roofing as laid. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
wide a dispenser which will facilitate the forma 
tion of a substantially uniform ribbon or band of 
cement on the surface to which it is applied. 

It is a still further object of the invention to 
provide a can or container for cement having an 
end wall shaped to facilitate the dispensing Of 
the roofing cement, provision being made for 
readily puncturing or opening the end of the 
can in such a way as to discharge the contents 
of the can to cooperate with a spreading element 
by which the width and thickness of the ribbon 
of cement may be readily controlled. 
For a more complete understanding of the 

invention, reference may be had to the disclo 
Sure of an embodiment thereof in the description 
which follows and on the drawing of which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a can embody 
*ing the invention. 

Figure 2 is a section similar to Figure 3 but 
showing the top of the can before it has been 
punctured. 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig 
lure 2. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view of a piece of roof 
ing and a portion of the can, showing the mode 
of application of the cement to the roof. 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a dispensing can, 
showing a series of perforations for the discharge 
of the cement. 
The cement may be conveniently packaged in 

a Suitable container Such as a metal can O which 
may be manufactured in the usual manner so as 
to have circular end walls, one of which is indi 
cated at 2. The side walls and end walls may be 
crimped and soldered to form a flange 4 around 
each end, this mode of construction of an ordi 
nary can being according to customary usage, 

In the end wall 2 means is provided for readi 
ly opening the can and for spreading the cement 
discharged therefrom so as to form a band Or 
ribbon of Substantially uniform width and depth. 
As shown, a triangular ridge 6 is embossed on 5 
the end wall 2 so as to project outwardly there 
from. As indicated in Figures 2, 3, and 4, the 
ridge or embossment 6 projects beyond the 
flange 4, so that, when the end of the can is 
presented to a plane surface, the flange will not 10 
interfere with the engagement of the Surface by 
the ridge. The ridge may be of any suitable con 
figuration and is preferably in the form of a 
closed geometrical figure, a triangle being illus 
trated in Figures 1 and 5. The portion f 8 of the 15 
ridge, which is the long leg of the triangle, is 
preferably substantially on a diameter of the 
end wall 2. The other sides 20 and 22 of the 
triangle are preferably of equal length and to 
gether form a V. The area 24 which is surround- 20 
ed by the triangle f6 is depressed relatively to 
the ridge, forming a shallow reservoir into which 
fluid from the interior of the can is discharged 
when the can is opened and inverted. In order 
to facilitate opening of the can, a line of weak- 25 
iness 26 may be provided in the area, 24 parallel 
and adjacent to the side 8 of the triangle. A 
screw-driver, knife or other convenient tool may 
then be employed to form a suitable discharge 
slot 30 as illustrated in Figures 1 and 3. Other 30 
kinds of apertures may also be made Within the 
area, 24 for the discharge of fluid from the con 
tainer. For example, as shown in Figure 5, . One 
or more holes 32 may be punched by a Suitable 
tool to provide for the discharge of the contents 35 
of the container. 
When a course of roofing has been laid and is 

ready to receive a band of cement along its up 
per margin, the can O may be opened by mak 
ing one or more suitable discharge apertures 40 
Within the area, 24. The can is then inverted and 
presented to the roofing as indicated in Figure 4. 
The liquid cement within the can then flows out 
through the apertures under gravity and fills 
the reservoir defined by the triangular ridge 6 45 
and the depressed area, 24. The can is then 
moved along the margin of the roofing in such 
a direction that the side 8 of the triangle leads, 
and the V formed by the sides 2 and 22 follows. 
The side 8 is preferably at right angles to the 50 
path of motion of the can so that the sides 20 
and 22 act as applicator elements to spread the 
cement and regulate the thickness of the film 
applied to the roof. The can may be moved along 
with the side 8 contacting the Surface to act as 55 
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a spacing guide, the can being slightly tilted to 
regulate the spacing of the sides 20 and 22 from 
the surface. 

It is evident that various modifications and 
changes may be made in the Specific embodiment 
of the invention herein shown and described 
Without departing from the Spirit or Scope there 
of as defined in the following claims. 

I claim:- 
1. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 

Comprising a sheet metal container having an 
embossed ridge in one end wall thereof forming 
a closed geometrical figure and projecting Suf 
ficiently from Said end Wall to engage a plane 
Surface to which said end Wall of the container is 
presented. 

2. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 
comprising a container having an end Wall With 
a raised ridge thereon in the shape of a tri 
angle Surrounding a relatively depressed area, 
adapted to be provided with an opening to form 
an outlet for the contents of the container. 

3. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 
comprising a container having a sheet metal end 
wall. With a ridge embossed thereon in the form 
of a triangle with one side approximately dia 
metrical with respect to said end wall, said ridge 
Surrounding a relatively depressed area adapted 
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to be punctured to provide an outlet for the 
contents of the container. 

4. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 
comprising a container having an end Wall With 
a raised ridge thereon forming a closed geometri 
cal figure, part of which is in the form of a V, 
said end wall having a relatively depressed area 
Surrounded by said ridge and adapted to be pro 
vided with an aperture for discharge of the con 
tents of the container. 

5. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 
comprising a container having a sheet-metal end 
wall with a triangular ridge embossed thereon 
and surrounding a relatively depressed area, said 
area, having a Weakened line extending parallel 
and adjacent to one side of said triangle to facili 
tate the formation of a slot through said end 
wall for the discharge of the contents of Said 
container. 

6. A dispenser for roofing cement or the like, 
comprising a container having a sheet metal end 
wall provided with means for forming therein 
a slot for the discharge of the contents of the 
container, and means including a portion of 
Said end Wall embossed outwardly in the shape of 
a ridge for spreading the contents of the con 
tainer on a surface to form a band of predeter 
mined Width. 

CHARLES E. HOYT. 
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