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(57) Abstract: This invention is a method to categorize wood materials and to de-
termine wood materials efficiently and with precision. Scores for each of a plural-
ity of reflection spectrum data included in a population are calculated by using the
first of a second principal component loading that was acquired with a principal
component analysis, and a first group is categorized on the basis thereof. Then,
scores for each a plurality of retlection spectrum data included in the population
are calculated by using the second of the second principal component loading that
was acquired with a principal component analysis of a second population that
does not contain reflection spectrum data of the first group, and a second group is
categorized on the basis thereof. Here, by performing a second principal compon-
ent analysis using the second population, the second group can be accurately cat-
egorized on the basis of minute characteristics contained in each type of material
contained in the reflection spectrum data, categorization can be performed with
high precision, and categorization can be performed more efficiently compared to
conventional methods.
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