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This invention relates to attachments for 
ice cream cans and the like and more particu 
larly to what term a combined surface cover 
or closure and rim connector, the same being an improvement in my copending applica 
tion, Serial No. 379,050, filed July 17th, 1929. 
As set forth in said copending application, 

the conventional type of ice cream can re 
frigerator now used at soda fountains, there 
is provided an inner lining or frame which 
is insulated from the body of the refrigera 
tor proper. The lining is of such depth as to 
produce a well for two or more ice cream cans, 
one placed directly behind the other. Either 

i electrical, gas or other mechanical refrigera 

AQ 

tion is now commonly employed, although it 
will be seen that my invention is also appli 
cable for use in connection with the old type 
of refrigerators wherein cracked ice consti 
tutes the refrigerant. When the cans are po 
sitioned in the well, there is an open substan 
tially triangular space between the walls of 
the lining and the can bodies. During the 
handling of the ice cream by means of hand 

5 scoops, ladles or other mechanical devices, 
there is a considerable loss of ice cream due 
to the presence of the Spaces between the lin 
ing and the can bodies since the ice cream 
dropping from the scoops, ladles or mechan 
ical devices into the well cannot be recovered. 
Of course in the case where cracked ice and 
salt is used, the ice cream cannot be returned 
into the can and thus becomes waste. It nec 
essarily follows that the waste ice cream be 
tween the cans in the wells is very objection 
able also from a sanitary standpoint and is 
very difficult to remove even when the cans 
are taken out of the Wells. 
In order to overcome the above objections 

and others, I have devised a novel and im 
proved surface cover which not only covers 
and closes the space between the cans and 
opposite side walls of the lining but also 
clamps the rims of the cans together prevent 

4.ing relative movement thereof. 

13, 1929. Serial No. 406,949. 

More specifically my invention relates to a 
Surface cover or plate and rim connecting 
structure, constructed and arranged to cover 
the space and surface between the top rims or 
edges of the cans and the walls of the frame 
or lining, including provision for expanding 
and adjusting the longitudinal edge of said 
cover or plate. : 
To enable others skilled in the art to more 

fully comprehend the underlying features of 
my invention, reference is had to the accom panying drawing forming a part of the speci 
fication in which 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view showing the appli 
cation of my invention, 

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view. 
Fig. 3 is a section taken on the line 3-3 

of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a section taken on the line 4-4 of 

Fig. 2. - 
fig. 5 is a detail section taken on the line 

5-5 of Fig. 1. s 
Fig. 6 is a detail showing a slightly modi 

fied form of clamp that may be used in con 
nection with my invention. : 

Referring now to the drawing wherein like 
reference characters designate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, 5 desig 
nates the side wall, and 6, 7 the back and 
front walls of a conventional refrigerator or 
box in which is located a lining or frame S 
spaced from the interior thereof. The 
straight side Walls and curvilinear ends of 
the lining or frame produces a well for re 
ceiving a plurality of ice cream cans or con 
tainers, one behind the other as clearly seen 
in Fig. 1 of the drawing. 

in the present drawing, I have shown two 
cylindrical ice cream cans 9, 10, within the 
well 11, the covers of said cans being re 
moved. When thus positioned, it will be 
seen that this arrangement necessitates a 
substantially triangular open space in the 
well at each side thereof which is desired to 
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2 
cover and prevent the dropping of ice cream 
therein in the manner now to be described. 

Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, 
provide a substantially triangular surface 
plate or cover 12 preferably of metal, for 
each side opening between said cans, said 
plates or covers being adapted to fit the top 
ims of the adjacent cans as shown. The 
longitudinal edge 13 of each plate or cover is 
parallel with the side wall of the lining or 
frame and the sides 14, 15 are shaped in the 
form of the segment of a circle, correspond 
ing with the curvature of the cans. The 
lates or covers thus lie over the segmental 

portion of the top rims of the two adjacent 
ice cream cans substantially in a plane with 
the top of said cans. 
The segmental, curvilinear sides of the 

surface plate or cover terminate at the bridge 
portion 16 of what might be termed the 
apex of the plate, which is of such width 
as to extend between the cans and over to 
the inside edge of each can rim at a point 
substantially tangential thereto. 
In order to securely position the plate or 

cover and lock the same to the adjacent cans, 
I provide one or more series of substantially 
L-shaped, flat clamps 16, 17 which are riveted 
as at 18 to the bottom surface of said plate 
or cover adjacent the sides 14, 15, said clamps 
being slightly curvilinear to correspond with 
the are or curvature of the sides, said plates 
being beint slightly inwardly as at 19, as 
shown more clearly by Fig. 5 of the draw 
ing. The complementary gripping faces of 
the clamps are disposed in spaced relation 
corresponding to the thickness of the rim 
and wall of the ice cream can so that One 
clamp engages the outside and the other 
clamp the inside surface of the rim or wall. 
While I have shown separable, complemen 
tary clamps for this purpose, it will be un 
derstood that for convenience of manufac 
ture it may be desirable to provide a single 
clamping element to engage the outside and 
inside surface of the can. 
In Fig. 6, I have shown a modification 

of a clamping device which may also be em 
ployed which consists of two spaced plates 20, 
21 having top rolled swivels 22 loosely posi 
tioned on a rod 23, said plates being held un 
der tension toward each other by means of a 
spring 24 on said rod in such manner that said 
plate may grip the outside and inside sur 
face of the can. 
Again referring to Fig. 2 and 4 it will be 

seen that the outer side portions 25, 26 are 
bent inwardly as at 27, 28 forming grooves 
or guides for a longitudinal T-shaped ex 
tension plate 29 which is substantially the 
length of the main closure or cover. The in 
wardly extending leg 30 of the extension 
plate fits within a grooved block 31 prefer 
ably soldered to the bottom of the main clo 
sure or plate 12. The extension plate is fur 
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ther provided with a depending pin 32 
whereby it may be slid outwardly in an ad 
justed position to ab it the side of the lining. 
The extension plate is limited in its outward 
movement by means of a headed screw 33 fas 
tened to the extension plate, the head of said 
screw riding in an elongated slot 34 of said 
block. It will be understood that other me 
chanical means may be employed to connect 
and spread or move the extension plate to 
and from the main closure or cover. In any 
event, it will be seen that the main closure 
and cover is substantially flush with the ex 
tension plate effectively closing the space or 
opening as desired. 
From the above construction, it will be seen 

that the surface cover or plate performs two 
major functions. First, it closes the Space 
or opening between the cans and the inner 
frame or lining, preventing any of the ice 
cream from falling into the ice or open space 
below. it also locks or clamps the cans to 
gether preventing their relative movement to 
each other or to the box or refrigerator. The 
surface cover or plate produces a sanitary 
condition so that in the event any ice cream is 
accidentally dropped on the plate, it may be 
returned into the container. 
While I have shown and described my in 

vention with some degree of particularity, 
it will be realized that other modifications 
and changes may be resorted to under special 
conditions. I therefore do not wish to be 
limited and restricted to the exact details 
shown and described but reserve the right to 
make Such changes and modifications as may 
fairly fall within the scope of the subject 
matter now being claimed. 
Having shown and described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Lettel's Patent is:- 

1. A surface cover of the class described 
comprising a substantially triangular plate, 
the sides of said plate being curved to con 
form to the curvature of the walls of two ad 
jacent ice cream cans, dual clamping means 
along the sides of the plate for engaging the 
inner and Outer Walls of said cans and an ad 
justable, longitudinal plate carried by the 
bottom of the triangular plate. 

2. A surface cover of the class described 
comprising a substantially triangular plate, 
the sides of said plate being curved to con 
form to the curvature of the walls of two ad 
jacent ice cream cans, and L-shaped com 
plementary clamps depending from the sides 
of said plate for engaging the inner and outer 
surfaces of said cans. 

3. A surface cover of the class described 
comprising a Substantially triangular plate, 
the sides of said plate conforming with the 
curvature of the Walls of two adjacent ice 
cream cans, offset clamping means depend 
ing from the sides of the plate for frictional 
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ly engaging the inner and outer walls of said 
-C3S 

4. In combination with a refrigerator hav 
ing an inner lining producing a well for a 

5 plurality of ice cream cans, a surface cover 
plate positioned between the top of the cans 
and the side walls of said lining, dependin 
clamping means carried by the sides of eac 
plate for frictionally engaging the top and 

10 the inner and outer walls of said cans and a 
longitudinal extension plate carried by said 
triangular plate adapted to be adjusted to 
abut the sides of the said lining. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

5 ROBERT SINGER. 
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