
(No Model.) 
J. W. CLARK, 
BOOK HOLDER, 

No. 543,081. Patented July 23, 1895. 

W CCNsa 

767-4, gy). N 
Z Nash 

t A-2NS 
7. C 

SS SSN-2 6SNS IR 
26 SN 9- ?’ Nessa - ZZ5 z: SAVYAr- 2/7 

AS 

2.s.l. 

      

      

  



5 

20 

25 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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PALMER, OF SAME PLACE. 
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SEECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 543,081, dated July 28, 1895. 
Application filed September 17, 1894, Serial No. 523,25l. (No model.) 

To al., whom 5 may concern: - 
Be it known that I, JAMES WILSON CLARK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Janes 
ville, in the county of Rock, State of Wis 
consin, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Book-Holders; and Idohere 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention is an improved book-holder, 

the object being to provide a holder of simple 
construction which will keep both faces of an 
opened book upon the same level and thus 
take all strain from the binding at the back. 
It is Well known that large and heavy books 
When opened throw the two faces of the book 
into different planes, and thus strain the bind 
ing at the back. My-invention avoids all 
these objections and equalizes the two sides 
of the book, so as to bring them both in the 
same plane, and it does not matter whether 
the book is opened at the center or near one 
end the operation will be exactly the same. 
With these objects in view my invention 

consists of a novel adjusting mechanism for 
arranging the holder at any desired angle. 
Myinvention also consists in certain details 

of construction and combination of parts, all 
of which will be fully described, and pointed 
out in the claims. 
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In the drawings, forming a part of this speci 
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 
device attached to the top of an ordinary re 
Volving bookcase and showing a book sup 
ported in an open position. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view from the rear, showing only the 
equalizing mechanism. Fig. 3 is a vertical 
longitudinal Section of a complete device. 

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a 
portion of an ordinary revolving bookcase, 
the axis a thereof projecting through the top 
of said case, as clearly shown. Upon the end 
of said axis is secured a plate B, having a 
threaded collar b, by means of which it is 
connected to the end of the axis. This plate 
is essentially triangular in shape, and at two 
corners of the same are formed the vertical 
lugs or ears b', and near the opposite end are 
formed two parallel lugs band a lug b. Be 
tween the side ears or lugs b' is pivoted a 

rectangular-shaped casting C, said casting be 
ing pivoted upon pins c, which pass through 
the ears and the sides of the casting, and ex 
tending upward from the opposite sides of 55 
the casting are the upright arms or standards 
D D, and projecting rearwardly from the face 
of the casting is a pawl or lug E, which is 
adapted to engage a ratchet-bar presently 
described, and by means of which the holder 6o 
can be adjusted to any angle desired. 

Pivoted centrally upon the upright arms or 
standards DD are the parallel equalizing-bars 
FF, four in number, one pivoted near the 
bottom and one at the top of each arm D, 65 
each pair of bars being connected interme 
diate their ends by integral horizontal cross 
bars did. Between the ends of these equal 
izing-arms are pivoted the brackets G. G, said 
brackets each comprising the bearing por- to 
tions g to receive the pivotal bolts or pins g’, 
the central connecting-web g, and the hori 
zontal bracket-arms g, constructed in the . 
form of a T, and to which the supporting 
leaves H H are secured. These leaves are 75 
constructed the same as in ordinary book 
supports and the book rests thereon the same 
as usual. 
A ratchet arm or lever K is pivoted between 

the parallel lugs bb and is constructed with 8o 
a hand-grip K' and a ratchet-faced arm K°, 
which is intended to engage the pawl or lug 
E on the central support or casting, so that 
by raising the ratchet the book-support can 
be adjusted to any desired angle, and upon 85 
releasing the ratchet it will be thrown into 
engagement with the pawl by means of a 
spring Karranged upon the stud b, before 
referred to. It will thus be seen that as one 
of the leaves is moved down the other is moved 9o 
up an equal distance, and in case an opened 
book is held thereon the opposite sides of said 
book will always be maintained in the same 
horizontal plane. 
Having thus described my invention, what 95 

- I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a book support, the combination with 
a plate having lugs b', of a central casting or 
support pivoted between said lugs and carry- Ioo 
ing the book supporting mechanism, said 
casting having a pawl projecting therefrom, 
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the lugs l', also formed upon the plate and a nected intermediate their ends by integral I5 
ratchet faced catch pivoted between said lugs horizontal crossbars, the brackets pivoted be 
l, and a spring held between the plate and tween the ends of the equalizing bars, said 
catch to maintain the catch normally in en- brackets comprising the heavy tubular por 

5 gagement with the pawl, substantially as tions, the connecting web and the horizontal 
shown and described. bracket arm to which the book supporting 20 

2. In a book holder, the combination with leaves are attached, substantially as shown 
the plate adapted to be mounted upon a suit- and described. 
able support, the rectangular casting pivoted In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

Io upon said plate and adapted to rock thereon in presence of two witnesses. 
and having upright arms projecting upward JAMES WILSON CLARIK. 
from each end, the upper and lower equaliz- Witnesses: 
ing bars pivoted upon each upright arm, the A. A. JACKSON, 
opposing upper and lower bars being con- W. A. JACKSON. 

  


